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aircraft passed the
inspection until it came
time to demonstrate the
engine would start and the
brakes would hold during a
runup. The starter stuck
on after the initial try to
start. Turn the master and
the starter would turn
on. Not good! Some
quick troubleshooting by
the build team determined
it wasn't the switch
(disconnected the switch and same trouble). The
start solenoid was stuck on. A quick run to Advance
Auto Parts with the offending solenoid to ensure a
match was successful and the new part
installed. Murphy's law would prevail with a weak
battery. Not to be defeated a battery booster was
put on and a successful start ensued. Chris Bobka
witnessed this circus and lamented "if this quick
action at trouble shooting and resolving the issue
didn't impress the DAR, I don't know what would
have, I was impressed"

“Flight Lines”
- from Mike York

EAA Chapter 25 President

Hello members.
The greatest show on earth. That's what the 2021
EAA Chapter 25 banquet was thanks to the efforts of
Pat Halligan. Thank you Pat and all that contributed
to this successful event. Excellent speaker and nice
silent auction items. We also had two well deserved
chapter members receive master pilot awards for 50
years of incident free safe flying. Congrats once
again to Jerry Shiroo and Jerry Farrel.

On the morning of the banquet the Zenith 701 group
had the airplane inspected for it's airworthiness
inspection. All the paperwork was in order and the

(continued Flight Lines page 2)
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Flight Lines from page 1
This month’s presentation will be by Brian McKinney and will be on his adventures of restoring 3 different Rutan
designs (VariEze, Long-Ez, and Cozy) at my Airlake hangar, and other items related to flying the VariEze for the
past year. Gill on at 6:30pm and please bring a dish to pass. Hope to see you all at the meeting!!!

Young Eagles Update
by Kris Olson

Our Young Eagles group flew 8 kids on Saturday, September 18th at Airlake Airport. The pilots were Keith
Treptau, John Schmidt, and Gary Rosch. Our ground crew were Marsha Drake, Mike Drake, Nick Niziolek, Jeff
Rodeback and Les Kapaun.
We have several kids signed up for our October 16th rides event. We have a few pilots signed up to give rides.
Let me know if you are interested in helping with any of our events.

Annual Banquet
annual banquet will be Sunday October 3, 2021. Save the date so we can all catch up

IMC Club Update

Meetings are on the second Wednesday of each month; our next meeting is scheduled for November 10 th if you
are interested contact Terry Carmine for more information at tlcarmine@gmail.com.
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Annual Banquet Sunday October 3, 2021
EAA Chapter 25 (the first and oldest EAA Chapter in MN) sponsored a fantastic banquet on Sunday, October 3rd
at the Crystal Lake Golf Club and Banquet Facility in Lakeville, MN
The guest speaker was Gary Powers Jr. the son of Francis Gary Powers Sr. who was shot down over Russia on
1, 1960, while flying his U-2 CIA spy plane. The downing of the U-2 in 1960 was one of the most talked-about
events of the Cold War. The event was depicted in the Steven Spielberg movie Bridge of Spies. Powers was
captured by the KGB, subjected to a televised show trial, and imprisoned, all of which created an international
incident. Soviet authorities eventually released him in exchange for captured Soviet spy Rudolf Abel. On his
return to the United States, Powers was exonerated of any wrongdoing while imprisoned in Russia, yet a cloud of
controversy lingered until his untimely death in 1977.
During his one-hour presentation, Gary Jr. discussed the facts and dispelled misinformation about the U-2
incident and what the family has done to set the record straight.
Before dinner Gary Jr. signed his books, Letters from a Soviet Prison and Spy Pilot while visiting with the 130 plus
banquet guests, who were enjoying a social hour, overlooking the beautiful views of the golf course.
According to “Banquet Chairman 4 Life,”
Patrick Halligan, there were two long
tables set up with numerous valuable
silent auction items, that helped raise
money for a “new” future Chapter 25
hangar, at KLVN. After the social hour a
tasteful buffet dinner was served
followed by the FAA’s presentation of
two Wright Brothers Master Pilot Awards.
The recipients were Retired NWA
Captain Jerry Farrell and Mr. Jerry
Schiroo a former scheduled 135 owner
and Retired NetJet pilot. The FAA
presenter, Mr Rod Vigstol from the MSP
FSDO was very professional yet
unpretentious in his presentations.
Everybody loved his style, especially the
two recipients and their families.
According to Patrick Halligan, “I’ve never
seen two pilots more relaxed around an
FAA employee by the end of the
evening.”

Barb Schiroo, Jerry Schiroo, Jerry Farrell, Barb Farrell

After the Wright Brother Awards, Gary gave his brilliant presentation that kept the audience’s full attention as he
talked about the U-2 incident, the Cold War, and the controversy that surrounded his father.
Gary Jr. gives his presentation internationally, but if you are lucky, you may get a chance to see him near you or
at AirVenture. If you do, jump at the opportunity. You’ll enjoy the presentation and learn something about the Cold
War and Francis Gary Powers Sr. who was an American patriot.
For more information visit www.garypower.com
Submitted by Pat Halligan
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Q: In 1945, WWII pilot George Braet returned from battle to marry

Trivia ?
by John Schmidt

his sweetheart Eveyln. During the ceremony, Evalyn wore part of
what George was wearing in the cockpit of his airplane. What did
Evalyn salvage from George to wear during their wedding
ceremony?
(answer on page 5)

Donna Adams Memorial Notice
This is a notice of a memorial being held for Donna Adams, wife of long time Chapter 25 member Earl Adams. It
is being held at the family home on November 7, 2021 at 1:00 pm until 5:00 pm. The family house address is:
4065 McAndrews Road, Rosemount, Mn 55068. Earl was a member of this chapter for over 30 years and
provided the P.A. system we still use today. Donna Adams passed on August 27, 2021 in a senior home in
Rosemount. This is an informal memorial for friends and family to share stories. For additional information, call
Clay Adams at 651-423-2804.
Submitted by Jim Fischer

Young Eagles Mission Accomplished!!
The EAA website states that the Young Eagles program has “the sole mission to introduce and inspire kids in the
world of aviation.” Since the program’s launch in 1992, it has provided first airplane rides to more than 2 million
young people, ages 8 through 17. We’re not sure exactly how many of those kids were inspired enough to get
their Private Pilot Certificate, or fly for an airline, or become an Air Traffic
Controller. But we do know about one of those kids – and we’d like to
highlight his story for you – as a Young Eagles “Mission Accomplished.”
As a kid, Nick Niziolek wanted to get into flying but didn’t really know how.
He felt it was a little too much to jump right into lessons, but he didn’t want
to just sit and do nothing. Then one year he was able to go to the Oshkosh
fly-in with his dad. There he met Mark Kolesar, who told him about the
Young Eagle program. Of course as soon as Nick got home he looked into
it, got his first flight – and he was hooked!
After that first flight, Nick pursued his interest in model aviation and UAS
(unmanned aerial system) design. As soon as it was possible, about the
age of 13, he took lessons at Thunderbird Aviation, working toward getting
his private license. He attended Jefferson High School in Bloomington MN
and earned his Private Pilot Certificate in November 2019, before even
graduating high school in 2020.
Nick has worked an aviation related job as a Remote Test Pilot and Production Engineer for an agricultural drone
company, modifying commercially available drones with ag(riculture) sensors and then test flying them at a local
field. He’s now also a sophomore at the University of Minnesota majoring in Aerospace Engineering. After
graduating in 2024 he also plans to work on a master’s degree to help round out educational requirements in the
See Mission accomplished page 5
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Mission Accomplished continued from page 4
aerospace industry. He’d like to go into the environmental side of aerospace, making aviation sustainable.
Specifically he’d like to be involved in the quest for alternative propulsion, with electric, hydrogen, or alternative
fuels.
All these interesting details about Nick’s aviation
development were unknown to EAA Chapter 25
and the Young Eagle volunteers for over 10 years.
Then, on August 14, 2021 at the chapter’s monthly
Young Eagles day at Airlake Airport, we learned
about it. He had contacted Kris Olson, our YE
Coordinator, to volunteer as part of the ground
crew for that day. It happened that Mark Kolesar
was flying that day, and when he and Nick met
again and started talking about memories, it was a
great reunion.
Nick did pre-flight inspections and training talks with several Young Eagles that day, and we could see from the
smiles on the kids’ faces that he had done a good job of introducing them to aviation. Time will only tell whether
he also accomplished the other part of the Young Eagles goal – that he inspired them to continue pursuing an
aviation interest, education, or career!
Submitted by Marsha Drake

Trivia
(from page 4)

A:

With silk in short supply, Evalyn made her entire wedding dress from the parachute that saved George's life

when he bailed out from his damaged airplane. They were married for over 60 years. Her dress is on display at
the Cradle of Aviation Museum, Garden City, New York.
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