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Young Eagles Update

Hello, all Chapter 25 members! By now some of you
have received a phone call asking for your support to
build our chapter a new hangar from one of the
board members. The board of directors is working
hard on developing a good plan to design, source,
construct, and finance this important chapter
endeavor. The cliff notes include a 60x60 hangar,
large door, heated floor, two restrooms, kitchen, a
good tool crib, mezzanine, space for 4 airplanes, and
a great place to have monthly meetings, young
eagles, and other chapter activities. Early
indications suggest that we have great support from
the membership. The board is really excited about
this effort as I'm sure you are as well. Let's get this
hangar built!

by Kris Olson

We are not planning a Young Eagles event for
November.

IMC Club Update

I continue to help with the Zenith 701 build. We have
made some really great "show" progress in the last
month or so. Mounting the wings, struts, and
flaperons. We are now working on finalizing the fuel
system and electrical. This phase doesn't "show"
progress as well but progress none the less. We are
optimistic that we will need hangar space sometime
in the March to April time frame. I'm sure others
have project, purchased a new plane, or new aircraft
toy, as well. Let's hear from you in the newsletter.
Send Sean or myself a note and we’ll get it in the
newsletter.

Meetings are on the second Wednesday of each
month, our next meeting is scheduled for December
9th if you are interested contact Terry Carmine for
more information at tlcarmine@gmail.com.

Annual Banquet
The annual banquet scheduled for this October has
been moved to Sunday October 3, 2021
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Introducing our 2020/2021 College Scholarship Recipients

Kyle Praske
Kevin Gruys Insurance/EAA Chapter 25 Aviation Scholarship
Anoka, Minnesota
Unmanned Aircraft Sys Operat
What experiences or life situations led you to pursue a degree
at UND?
From a young age, I have been fascinated by aviation. I decided to
attend UND after taking a tour and learning about all of the different
degree programs in aviation.
What activities, both on- and off- campus, are you involved
with?
I have been involved in the UND UAS/RC club here on campus. When I am not flying my drone, I enjoy
hunting and fishing.
If you had the opportunity to visit with the donor that provided your scholarship, what would you
want to share with them, including future plans?
I would like to share with my donor that this scholarship means a lot to me. There have been times
during my college career where I was unsure that I would be able to finish college due to financial
reasons. Being the recipient of a scholarship helps me to be able to reach my goals of becoming a
drone pilot. Once I have gotten my degree, I would like to work either in agriculture or renewable energy
with small UAS drones. I would eventually someday like to start my own business.
As a recipient of someone else’s generosity, how does this inspire you?
This inspires me to someday help another student in need. Once I am in a position to give, I would like
to help another first-generation college student reach his or her goals.
Note: The student featured above is your scholarship recipient for the ’20 – ’21 academic year.
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Luna Moreno
Ken Dahlberg / EAA Chapter 25 Aviation Scholarship
Minnetonka, Minnesota
Commercial Aviation
What experiences or life situations led you to pursue a degree at UND?
My career aspiration to become a commercial pilot has been greatly influenced by my travel. My first
time on an airplane was when I was just three years old, and I have not stopped traveling since. My
desire to travel increased by every trip, and I realized the importance that airplanes have in building
connections with people from far away. As a pilot, I feel like I will contribute by helping people build
those life connections and also bring people together. My family lives in South America and I know I will
be forever thankful to be able to visit them thanks to aviation. I was brought to UND because they have
a phenomenal aviation program, which not only prepares students to become outstanding pilots but also
shapes them into caring human beings who strive to be the best they can.
What activities, both on- and off- campus, are you involved with?
Currently, I am involved in the UND Women in Aviation Chapter, where I have met some amazing
women who empower me to dream big. I was lucky enough to be able to attend the Woman in Aviation
conference in March and represent UND. There, I met several influential women who have made great
strides in aviation, including Peggy Chabrian and Eileen Collins. I have also attended a couple of SAMA
meetings on campus and hope to become more involved with them. Off-campus, I am a part-time server
at Olive Garden, and I volunteer at the Circle of Friends Animal Shelter when I can.
If you had the opportunity to visit with the donor that provided your scholarship, what would you
want to share with them, including future plans?
I would want to share with them a little bit about myself, so they would understand who I am as a person
and what drives me. I would tell them I am from Bogota, Colombia, but I grew up in the US. I would tell
them about my passion for trying new things and learning about new cultures and places. I would tell
them that I don't enjoy normal jobs like working in stores, restaurants, or offices, which is what led me to
be a lifeguard at an amusement park and to pursue aviation where my office would be in the sky. I would
tell them that my plans for the future, for now, involve the typical flight instructing after graduation,
followed by SkyWest and ending with Delta, but I like to keep my options open so those are subject to
change. I feel the allure of flying bush planes, working for the national park service, or flying for the UN
humanitarian air service, so I would not be surprised if my future took me somewhere completely
unexpected.
As a recipient of someone else’s generosity, how does this inspire you?
I am very grateful to have the opportunity to attend UND and even more grateful to have the support of
the EAA Chapter 25 to pursue my passion. Acts of generosity like this one remind me of how someone
is always out there to help out even if they are complete strangers. These reminders inspire me to pay it
forward as well, even if it is just in small simple ways for now. Eventually, I want to help someone as
much as this scholarship has helped me.
Note: The student featured above is your scholarship recipient for the ’20 – ’21 academic year.
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Trivia
By John Schmidt

Q:

The US Navy Fighter Weapons School
(TOPGUN) was started on a shoestring budget
in March 1969. Don "Yank" Pedersen was
tasked with starting all aspects of the program,
from scratch. True or False: The school's first
headquarters was stolen from someone else
and traded for a case of scotch.
(answer on page 7)
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mcyork5@yahoo.com
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Trivia

Young Eagle Coordinator

(from page 6)

A:

True. In his book, "TOPGUN, an American Story," Pederson
describes funding so limited and red tape so thick that his crew
resorted to stealing furniture for their HQ. The building itself, a
modular unit (read: trailer), was discovered, dilapidated, by one of his
RIOs, who then convinced a crane operator to move it to its spot at
Miramar for a case of scotch. Pedersen, who started in 1953 in the
Navy as an enlisted mechanic, went on to retire as captain, having
accumulated 6,100 flight hours and 1,005 carrier landings while flying
39 types of aircraft.

Kris Olson 651-675-6826
ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Technical Counselors

Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993
rwxstein@comcast.net
Ami Sela* 612-860-3734
selaami@comcast.net
* also, flight advisor
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