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“Flight Lines”
- from Mike York

EAA Chapter 25 President

It’s official! Not super exciting, but
I thought it’s worth noting that the
Zenith 701 group is a legal entity,
in the form of an LLC. There are
eight official owners and we have
an owner/operating agreement in
the form of an LLC. EAA
Headquarters and other chapters
experiences have helped guide the
document. The goal was to get
this completed before we finished
the airplane. We are fortunate
to have a group of owners with
diverse backgrounds, all with the
same passion to build and fly an
airplane. The LLC is simply
necessary paperwork, that hasn’t
been a major stumbling block, as
we have made great progress so
far. With continued determination,
we should have an airplane come
summer 2020. Some progress
photos included of the fuselage.
The wings, and tail section are
complete and we have an engine!
This months presenter will be
Mike Wilson, Manager Reliever
Airports. Mike will give an update
on the new hanger layout and
development planned for Airlake
and hopefully our new hangar.
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IT NEVER HURTS TO
ASK
Chapter 25 starts scholarships from scratch
PAT HALLIGAN, EAA 363158, has been involved with starting

several annual scholarships supported by EAA Chapter 25. All of
those scholarships began with a question and ended with
thousands of dollars being raised for young people to attend
aviation programs at the University of North Dakota (UND) and
Minnesota State University, Mankato.
The rst scholarship came about after a chance encounter at a
Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame banquet that gave Pat an idea
about supporting his chapter.
“As I left the banquet, they handed me a book called One Step
Forward,” Pat said. “It chronicles the life of a World War II ace from
the Minneapolis area here named Ken Dahlberg. ... I brought the
book home and read it and thought this is pretty cool. I thought
maybe I could get a few more copies of the book and use them at
the Chapter 25 banquet we have every year. I figured I could use
them as a door prize or at a silent auction table.”
Pat got in contact with the Ken Dahlberg estate and secured the
donation of some more copies of the book for his initial idea. After
that encounter, Pat thought to call and inquire about a potential
scholarship.
“I asked him, you know, it’d be kind of fun to start a scholarship
with our EAA chapter,” Pat said. “I said, ‘If we put in $500, would
you match it with $500? We’ll do it up at UND because they have
a big aviation program there.’”
Instead of a simple yes, Pat got an even stronger response from
the estate.
“They came back and said, ‘Yes, we’d love to start a scholarship
with you, but we’d like to put in $1,000 and have you match
that,’” Pat said. “I said okay. So I told our board of directors what
was going on, and they were all ne with that.”
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Since the start of that scholarship, both sides
have agreed to raise the amount a couple of
times. These days they contribute a combined
$3,000 in a scholarship to UND each year. The
success of that first venture inspired Pat to try
again.
“In the meantime, I thought this was pretty cool,
so I asked a fellow who did a lot of insurance work
for our members if he would like to start a
scholarship,” Pat said. “I told him, ‘We’ll put in
$1,000 if you put in $1,000.’ He thought it over,
came back, and said okay. So we started that one
up at Mankato.”
Then, after that scholarship got running, Pat
heard back from that gentleman with a request —
what about starting another scholarship, this one
at UND? Both sides agreed to donate $500 each,
so that’s another $1,000 going to help flight
students in North Dakota.
Last spring, Chapter 25 ended up getting involved
with another scholarship when Kristen Dulas, the
director of development at Mankato’s College of
Education, called Pat to inform him a different
aviation insurance salesman was interested in
doing a matching scholarship as well, for $1,500
split evenly down the middle. The chapter was on
board, so that money also went toward helping
future aviators.
Chapter 25 raises the funds for these generous
ventures with an annual fundraiser that consists
of a letter to all of its chapter members, about 70
total, asking for a donation to help with the
programs. In 2018 Pat estimates the chapter got
about $4,000 that way, which will cover all four
of its scholar- ships for 2019. Combined with the
donors’ matching contributions, Chapter 25 gives
$7,500 in scholarships every year.
Additionally, sometimes through an extra
donation, the chapter gets excess funds that can
be used for intermittent donations, such as
assisting a local child in getting to the Air
Academy or helping to fund local aviation
programs for area youths. Pat said he believes
many doors can be opened by simply asking and
by offering to match donations.
“It’s just a matter of asking sometimes,” Pat said.
“The easiest ones I think are the matching
scholarships. People seem more apt to do that if
you’re putting something in the pot, too.”

by Ti Windisch, EAA
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BOOK REVIEW: THE ORANGES ARE SWEET

Paul M. Sailer
Loden Books, 2011

The Oranges are
Sweet is the story of US
Army Air Corps Major Don
Beerbower, the leading –
though seemingly little
known – ace of the 9th Air
Forces in the European
Theater in 1944. The book
describes his upbringing in
a small Minnesota town to
his decision to enlist as an
Aviation Cadet in January
1942, even though he
probably could have
obtained a deferment due
to his family business.
Beerbower wanted to be a
military pilot, and he began
his flying career in
February 1942.

The early portion of the book traces his journey through the PT-17 Stearman, BT13 Valiant, AT-6 Texan, and P-36 Hawk until he became an Army pilot and 2nd Lt
on 29 September 1942 – the same day he became a husband. He would go on to
fly the P-39 Airacobra, bouncing around the western United States as he trained
and became an experienced leader, as well as flying in West Coast defense.
He finally arrived in England in November 1943, joining the 353rd Fighter Squadron
as the first fighter group to fly P-51B Mustang.
Less than a year later, in July 1944 the 22-year-old Beerbower was a Major, had
risen to commander of the 353rd fighter squadron, was leading ace of the 9th Army
Air Forces, and had received the Silver Star for gallantry in shooting down three
German aircraft in one engagement. He was eagerly looking forward to a wellearned leave in the United States in September, where he could see his wife and
daughter.
A month later, on August 9, Beerbower was shot down and perished during a
strafing attack on a German-occupied airfield in northeast France.
The Oranges are Sweet is the fascinating tale of that journey.
The book makes effective use of Beerbower’s personal letters, diary, and military
records to provide factual, first-person accounts of the military, the world, flying, and
life in the 1930s and 40s. Beerbower’s words frequently convey the love he had for,
and the awe he experienced with, flying. Much of the book contains inspiring
observations of the simple art of flying – as when Beerbower commented on the
“beautiful” sea fog rolling in past the Golden Gate Bridge. Other recollections in the
book reveal the stoic reality and the dangers of early aviation, as when Beerbower’s
peer, Willy Anderson, matter-of-factly recounts bouncing a P-38 – and then
watching the P-38 slam into the ground during the impromptu mock gunfight.
Because the book strongly relies upon factual accounts of the times (as opposed to
providing editorial commentary), The Oranges are Sweet is a biography with a
clearly historical tone. The historical presentation of The Oranges are Sweet is
essentially the opposite of Chuck Yeager’s autobiography Yeager, which reads like
a conversation at a bar with the pilot. The latter lends itself to criticisms of its
veracity, which has, in fact, occurred. The Oranges are Sweet suffers no such
shortcoming. It is very evidently extensively researched and heavily footnoted.
The book begins with about 30 pages of great detail into the lives and relationships
of Beerbower’s hometown and youth. The next 400 pages move quickly into the
retelling of Beerbower’s flight and combat experiences. Throughout the book

(Continue on pg 5)
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Young Eagles Update
by Kris Olson
EAA Chapter 25 cancelled the Young Eagles rides for
February 16th due to forecast cold temperatures around
5 to 10 degrees for that morning. The next Young Eagles
rides event is Saturday, March 16th at Airlake at 9 am.
We have some kids signed up to come out. We could use
some pilot and ground volunteers to help out this year.
Let me now if you are interested.
We have 2 scholarships for EAA Air Academy summer
camp for this summer. The camp that has openings still is
for ages 12 and 13. Session 1 is June 16-20 and
Session 2 is June 22-26. The camps for age 14 and 15
are full and 16-18 are full and have waiting lists. Let me
know if a student is interested.

Visit our website at eaa25.org
President

Mike York 563-299-0773
mcyork5@yahoo.com
Vice President

James Fischer 612-799-4820
fischermailstop@yahoo.com
Secretary

Ned Lebens 952-567-3329
nlebens@gmail.com
Treasurer

Gordon Duke 651-227-9026
gduke@hotmail.com
Web Editor
Jeff Coffey jeffcoffey@gmail.com

Information from Flight: An Air America Pilot's Story
Facebook page
Neil G Hansen and Luann Grosscup's book Flight: An Air
America Pilot's Story of Adventure, Descent and
Redemption is available on amazon.com in print edition
or kindle and should be available through major
bookstores shortly.
Amazon: Paperback is around $16.99 and Kindle is
$9.99. Available at Barnes & Noble on NOOK Reading
APP tm for $9.99, also has a sample of the book.

Newsletter Editor

David Olson 612-919-3182
oly63@hotmail.com
Young Eagle Coordinator

Kris Olson 651-675-6826
ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Technical Counselors

Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993 rwxstein@comcast.net
Ami Sela* 612-860-3734 selaami@comcast.net
* also flight advisor

Submitted by Kris Olson
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(continued from pg 3)
Beerbower’s exploits are integrated with stories from the homefront that remind the reader Beerbower was more
than a fighter pilot – and the war was more than just his battle.
The attention to detail continues in the recounting of Beerbower’s combat missions into Europe, nearly each of
which includes names of wingmen, air aborts, cloud cover, and many other mission specifics. The inclusion of
these details provides a breadth of context often ignored in similar biographies. They are an outstanding and likely
unparalleled insight into the life and experiences not only of Beerbower, but also of all World War II fighter pilots.
Even the title, The Oranges are Sweet, is a historical insight with which many are likely unfamiliar.
The Oranges are Sweet is an excellent presentation of the life and fighter pilot career of Don Beerbower. As a
history of the World War II fighter pilot, the book is exceptional and potentially unequaled. Fighter pilots, those who
want to be, and those interested in the era of the World War II fighter pilot will be captivated. Even those interested
only in a casual discussion of “takeoff to landing,” and not the greater context, will be engrossed in the exploits of
Beerbower and his peers in the European theatre.
As a point of historical reference not included in the book, Captain Chuck Yeager followed behind Major Beerbower
by about a year, training at some of the same locations and ultimately flying in a neighboring unit in England. At
about the same time Beerbower’s gallantry earned him the Silver Star in April 1944 for shooting down an ME-109
and two FW-190s, Yeager was shot down by an FW-190 and was evading on the ground in France. When
Beerbower died in August, Yeager was not yet an ace. Beerbower ultimately had 15.5 kills credited during the war;
Yeager, 11.5. For those that have read Yeager’s autobiography, the contrast in their personalities, character, and
leadership is fascinating.
Finally, it is worth noting that in an era of cheap, mass-produced literary works, the hardbound The Oranges are
Sweet is a remarkably well-produced book. Its editing is pristine and its colored maps, a host of era photographs,
and even its physical production are of excellent quality.
The Oranges are Sweet is highly Recom m ended.
The Oranges are Sweet is available from the author’s website and Amazon page, as well as a variety of Air
Museums around the country – including the National Museum of the Air Force and the Smithsonian’s Air and
Space Museum.
Read other book reviews here.
Ed note: Don Beerbower is in the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame and was placed on the Iowa State
University’s Gold Star Hall in 2012, which was a direct result of Paul Sailer’s The Oranges are Sweet.
The 353rd Fighter Squadron lives on as the 353rd Combat Training Squadron in Alaska.

Book Review done by:

Red Wing Soaring
Association

Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships
Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors
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Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org
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Trivia by John Schmidt
Q: Aviation legend Dick Merrill
stuffed in the wings of a Vultee
V-1A with ping-pong balls on his
historic 1936 transatlantic roundtrip. Merrill and money man
Harry Richman loaded the
Vultee’s wings with 41,000 pingpong balls, hoping that, if they
had to ditch in the vast Atlantic,
the balls would keep them afloat.
After the flight, the ping-pong

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

balls were sold to the public. Within 1,000, how
many of those ping-pong balls are in private
collections today?
(continued on pg 7)

#SBOET-PDBUJPOT
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Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com
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Some web sites to find local aviation
events or seminars:

Trivia ( continued from pg. 5 )

A: Two. The ping-pong balls, with
unique markings, were sold as
souvenirs after Merrill's flight, but the
only two known are owned by National
Air and Space Museum docent Bob
Kovalchik, and Wayland Mayo, a B-29
pilot in the Korean war, who mentioned
on the website rb-29.net, that he owned
another. Be on the look out; no one
seems to know the whereabouts of the
other 40,998 ping-pong balls.

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/aero/event
s/flyins-and-events.html
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doingbus/aeronautics/trngevnts/flyins.aspx , then click on a month
to download that calendar.
SocialFlight calendar
http://www.socialflight.com/search.php
free site.
FAA safety seminars search
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/eve
nts/EventList.aspx

Read more
at https://www.airspacemag.com/asnext/ping-pong-flight180971253/#QkmXUP5G4CAY8qp5.99

2019 MN Aviation Maintenance Technician Conference
Monday and Tuesday, March 25 and 26
Earle Brown Heritage Center, Brooklyn Center, MN
web site is http://www.regonline.com/2432039

Items Available and For Sale

For Sale: A set of Wag-Aero Sport Trainer build
plans. $200 OBO
Contact : Reggie Roorda 952-451-1599
email: rjroorda55@gmail.com.
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