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“Flight Lines”
- from Mike York

EAA Chapter 25 President
Well, winter has definitely set
in, here in Minnesota! I haven’t
had the time lately to do any
flying, but continue to work on
the CH701. The group reached
a milestone the other day, wings
are complete and the fuselage
construction has begun with the
layout of the bottom skin. I try to
show up at the Piet build
session as much as possible,
but my travel for work and
weather cancellations has not
allowed that as much as usual.
The integration of my work life
and aviation usually only
overlaps when commercial
airline travel presents
an opportunity. I recently had
the opportunity to utilize aviation
in a unusual manner. We had a
gearbox reduction drive failing
on a large 20,000 bu/hr bucket
elevator. This elevator moves
grain vertically from ground level
up vertically approximately 120
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feet to a horizontal conveyor that fills multiple bins. The gearbox
was 20+ years old and was showing signs of failing. Typically a
large hydraulic crane would be utilized to lift the motor and gear
reduction drive from the top of the elevator to the ground and
new components would be lifted into position. The projected
costs for the crane, permits to use a crane in close proximity to a
railroad, and terrible timing warranted a call to Scott’s Helicopters
in LeSeur MN for a cost estimate. Scott’s quote was favorable
and the work was scheduled for a Saturday to minimize the
number of employees in the area. Scott’s sent pilot Mike Balch
and two helpers along to coordinate the work. A safety briefing
was done prior to the work and the two helpers were in constant
communication with our pilot Mike. The attached photos show
the modified UH1-B Huey that did the work and some action
photos. The Huey is capable of lifting up to 3400 lbs with
reduced fuel. Our four “picks” were under 2000 lbs and were not
a factor.
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The helicopter portion of the work took less than 20
minutes. It all turned out well and is an example of
a good resource for the right application.
This month’s meeting will be at the BSAEC at
Airlake on Wednesday, February 20th at
7pm. The presenter will be Mark Korin owner of
AOA Systems. This should be an interesting
presentation. He has flown ultralights, is a VFR
pilot and is working on his IFR rating. Aside from
his love of flying, and work, he does make time for
another one of his favorite hobbies, inventing and
making ideas into products. He is also the Mayor
for the City of Oak Grove, Minnesota. You can
look up the company online and also see the
youtube videos. http://www.alphasystemsaoa.com/
I sincerely hope to see you all at the meeting!
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Baa Baa Black Sheep
“Baa Baa Black Sheep … The True Story
of the Bad Boy Hero of the Pacific
Theatre and His Famous Black Sheep
Squadron”, By Gregory (Pappy) Boyington

word “volunteer” reminded me of the Marine
Corps sergeant who said: “Never volunteer and
you will stay out of trouble.” [Baa Baa]

Book review by S. Steve Adkins
Preface to the review by Steve:
As we flew over Lake Minnetonka on a nice fall
day in ‘61, my Dad said, “During the war, I flew
over the Great Wall in a plane like this.” “Oh
sure.” I thought while sitting in the back of my
1941 Piper J3F-65. It was difficult to carry a
conversation with my Dad who was sitting in the
front. My Dad, a Marine in the Pacific during
WWII, didn’t talk much about his service.
Recently, I heard from my sister that she
discovered some documents referring to a secret
mission. Knowing what I know now, flying over
the wall in a Cub (military designation L4) was a
distinct possibility. My dad served as a Marine
Intelligence Officer in the Pacific. I thought he
might have planned Pappy Boyington’s missions in
the Pacific. Upon reading “Baa Baa”, I determined
the missions by Pappy probably were not planned
by my pappy … nor anybody! In any case, I
greatly enjoyed the book and so did 80% of the
reviewers at Amazon.com.
Pappy’s early aviation activities “mirrored” the typical
aviation oriented youth during the 30’s who became
military pilots. But his career quickly took a “left” turn
when Boyington resigned his Marine commission to join
what became the Flying Tigers flying in Burma.
“… Dutch motorboat that would transport us to the Orient
to join the AVG, the American Volunteer Group. The

His experience fighting the Japanese for the Chinese
provided valuable experience Boyington would need
later fighting in the Pacific. In April 1942,
Boyington broke his contract to rejoin the Marine
Corps as a Major and as an experienced and much
older Marine pilot; thus, the moniker “Pappy”.
As copied in many war movies, Pappy built his
squadron by acquiring “a bunch of misfits,
outcasts, and daredevils”. The TV show, “Baa Baa
Black Sheep” was loosely based on Boyington’s
memoir. Boyington used more colorful language to
describe the TV show.
On a mission on January 3, 1944 Boyington was last
seen in a melee of dog fighting planes. He was next
seen by a Japanese submarine and captured. The
Japanese did not report Boyington’s capture; thus,
he was assumed killed in combat. Due to his status,
Boyington was interned in Japan along with famed
runner Lt. Louis Zamperini (that’s another great
book). Boyington made friends with a Japanese
grandmother in the prison kitchen … he called her
“Auntie”. Due to her help Pappy was able to regain
much of the weight he had lost. The amazing part
is that his experience in the prison resulted in
Boyington “drying up” from alcoholism while he
also developed a few Japanese friendships and
respect for the average Japanese citizen while
clearing bombed out cities on work details.
( continued on pg. 5)
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Young Eagles Update
By Kris Olson

Visit our website at eaa25.org

EAA Chapter 25 cancelled our January 19th Young
Eagles rides due to cold temperatures. Our next
rides date is Saturday, February 16th at 9 am at
Airlake. We have some kids interested in coming out.
We will watch the weather and temperature to see if
we are able to do the rides. Parents should contact
me to sign up their child.

President

The dates are out for EAA's Air Academy summer
camps for students ages 12 to 18.
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/eaa-aviation-andflight-summer-camps/eaa-air-academy Let me know
if a student is interested in the camp. We have some
scholarships available for the camps. The 12-13 year
old camp has 2 sessions in June. The 14-15 year old
camp has a session at the end of June. The 2nd
session of this camp in July is full and has a waiting
list. The 16-18 year old camp sessions are full and
have waiting lists.

nlebens@gmail.com

Mike York 563-299-0773
mcyork5@yahoo.com
Vice President

James Fischer 612-799-4820
fischermailstop@yahoo.com
Secretary

Ned Lebens 952-567-3329
Treasurer

Gordon Duke 651-227-9026
gduke@hotmail.com
Web Editor
Jeff Coffey jeffcoffey@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor

David Olson 612-919-3182
oly63@hotmail.com
Young Eagle Coordinator

Kris Olson 651-675-6826
ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Technical Counselors

Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993 rwxstein@comcast.net
Ami Sela* 612-860-3734 selaami@comcast.net
* also flight advisor
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Book Review (continued from pg. 3)
One of these fellows, Jimmy [Japanese guard], a Southern
California graduate we called “Handsome Harry,” did a
great deal to help prisoners, especially the Americans.
Many of us ex-prisoners tried to help him by writing
depositions through our own lawyers to be used in his trial,
but they were disregarded completely in Jimmy’s case—he
is still in prison in Japan. .” [Baa Baa]

This book authored by Pappy himself, pulls no punches
about his life after returning to the United States. Once off
the Japanese enforced sobriety, he returned to alcoholism.
If you wonder why, read this:
Bureau of Internal Revenue placed liens upon all my earthly
possessions until I paid the tax and interest they claimed I
owed them, for the period of time I was overseas and an
undeclared prisoner of war, on my service salary … which I
unfortunately never received. .” [Baa Baa]

Also, the government sent Boyington on a whirlwind
publicity tour of the U.S. The stress of travel and banquets
quickly had Boyington back on the sauce.
An interesting comment by Boyington:
As I turned and walked away from the flags, a gentleman I
had seen two years previously, when I had a short talk with
him, came up to me and stuck out his hand. God knows
how he recognized me, because I didn’t look anything like I
had two years ago. But there stood Harold Stassen, former
Governor of Minnesota. [Baa Baa]

An online website, “Task&Purpose” nicely summarizes the
end:
On Jan. 11, 1988, Boyington died after a long battle
with cancer at the age of 75, but his reputation lives on.
To some, Pappy Boyington was a rough-around-theedges brawler and drinker, but to his men, he was an
extraordinary pilot, skilled tactician, and a battle-tested
leader. In short, he was a Marine’s Marine.

Book review by S. Steve Adkins

Red Wing Soaring
Association
Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships
Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors
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Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org
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Trivia by John Schmidt
Q: The El Toro Marine Corps
Station (decommissioned in 1999)
in California, had a W and a D
painted on the tails of their T-6s in
the WWII and post-war era. Some
thought that it would stand for 'War
Dogs', or some other such
nickname, but the initials also stood
to honor the cartoon artist that
created their Flying Bull logo. Who
was that artist?

#SBOET-PDBUJPOT
'PSEr-JODPMOr$IFWSPMFUr#VJDLr$ISZTMFSr%PEHFr+FFQr3BN

(SFBUTFMFDUJPOPGDBST USVDLT 
WBOTBOE467T
0OMJOFBOEJOTUPSF

(continued on pg. 7)

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

"QQMF"VUPTDPN

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com
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“FLIGHT”
By Captain Neil G. Hansen
and
Luann Grosscup

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by Chapter
President Mike York at 7pm at BSAEC, KLVN.
Peter Denny led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Young Eagles: Kris Olson. December had nice
weather. YE is canceled for this Saturday due to
forecast low temperatures. See the Chapter
Newsletter for information about EAA Air Academy
openings and ACE camp. Chapter 54 will be staring
another ground school. Cost is $100. See their
website for more information. Kris is an advisor in
the Aviation Explorers. This program is for 9th-12th
graders. They do field trips and other activities.
EAA extends YE flight benefits to any Civil Air Patrol
Cadets who completed an “O” flight.
Sport Aviation Magazines: Mike York. Dick Reinke
has Sport Aviation magazines back to 1993 for
giveaway.
Upcoming Chapter Meetings: Mike York. AOA
Systems in February. MnDOT Aviation in March.
Ray Aviation Scholarships: Mike York. John
Schmidt has volunteered to head this up for our
chapter.
Program: Chapter Member Jerry Vecoli detailed his
experience obtaining a Sport Pilot CFI rating.
Respectfully submitted,
Ned Lebens - Secretary

Trivia ( continued from pg. 5 )
A: Walt Disney, along with his animators,
made upwards of 1,200 other insignia for
military bases and units of the US and Allied
Forces over the course of WWII.

The EAA Aviation Center
Museum in Oshkosh, Wisconsin
has finalized plans for our book
launch. Due to aviation interest,
they are hosting the event in the
larger theater, the auditorium in
the Founders wing. Mark your
calendar: the date is Sunday,
March 17th at 2 PM. Books will
be available for purchase and
autographed after a presentation
by Captain Hansen.

http://wardog17.com/pilot.html
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2017/06/04/artdisney-created-for-the-armed-forces-in-worldwar-ii-explored-in-new-exhibit/
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Winter Flying – Stay Warm and Safe
As we set our clocks back an hour each November, our thoughts shift toward coping with Old Man
Winter’s impending visit, and the best ways to cope without hibernating for five months. For those that
choose to remain current and proficient, the following tips will help endure the season:
Be Prepared
When planning your flight, be sure all elements are covered such as:
Weather - The night before the flight, obtain a standard weather briefing. Knowing what to expect in
the form of frost or snow the night before your flight will help you determine if you need to be at the
airport early to give yourself time for deicing the aircraft, or shoveling snow off the hangar apron.
Attire - Dress warmly with appropriate attire such as hats, boots, gloves. Leaving coats loosely worn in
flight is preferred over stuffing them in the baggage compartment, only to have them out of reach in
the event of an off-airport landing, or worse. Dress as if you were going to walk a distance from a
forced landing in a remote area.
Pre-Flight Actions
Take time to do a thorough pre-flight inspection; especially if the aircraft is stored outside. During the
walk-around, Install/remove engine baffles as required. Ensure all ports on the airplane are open (static
vents, pitot, oil breather, stall warning tab/port, fuel tank vents, If the ice has started to melt, make sure
water has not migrated into the control surface hinges where it may refreeze and cause a problem later.
When checking fuel sumps, be watchful for slushy water in the sampler. Inspect the wing and
empennage surfaces for frost and snow. If you do not want to become a test pilot, it must be removed.
Do not count on it blowing off during takeoff. Preheat your engine to save wear and tear during start
up.
Start-up
Position the main wheels on a dry surface to prevent lurching forward on engine start. Prime according
to manufacturer’s recommendation in the POH. Do not pump the throttle. An unexpected fire can
result. If the engine is reluctant to start, keep starter cycles no longer than three 10 second cycles, with
a five minute cool down period in between. Once started, keep engine RPMs above idle, to facilitate a
quicker warm up.
Take-off and Landing
Mag checks can be made when the engine doesn’t exhibit stumbling or stalling when the throttle is
advanced. When lined up for departure, smoothly advance the throttle to full power and enjoy the
flight. When descending to the traffic pattern, refrain from bringing the throttle to idle to lose altitude.
Gradual changes in power settings will help prevent shock cooling of the powerplant.
Al Alwin, CFI
FAASTeam Rep.
CAP Check Pilot

Items Available and For Sale
For Sale: A set of Wag-Aero Sport Trainer build
plans. $200 OBO
Contact : Reggie Roorda 952-451-1599
email: rjroorda55@gmail.com.
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2019 SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE STARTING

Fellow Chapter 25 members,

You might be, as I am, appreciative of the
quality of presentations we've enjoyed at
our chapter 25 meetings over the last few
years; they've been nothing short of
spectacular. Regular attendees will recall
the presentation by the CFI who was flying
his Mooney when overcome by carbon
monoxide leaking into the cabin from his
heat muff, and, whose airplane, completely
on it's own, (with pilot, at the controls but
unconscious and overcome by near-lethal
levels of carbon monoxide) subsequently
flew through the Class B of Minneapolis,
ran out of gas, and came to a gliding rough
landing in a field in southern Minnesota.
The airplane was destroyed. The pilot,
near death from carbon monoxide
poisoning, lived, and, during his
presentation, urged us to test carbon
monoxide levels in our airplanes.

Yes this is the time our EAA Chapter 25
begins the annual Scholarship Fund drive for
2019. You will receive in the mail a request for
donation to the chapter’s Scholarship fund. As
in the past, all donations, 100%, go directly to
students who are pursuing an aviation type
career. Plus all donations are fully deductible
on your tax returns.
Each year the chapter offers four scholarships
split between University of North Dakota
and University of Minnesota at Mankato. Again
we have partners in each scholarship that
match our dollars to double the scholarship
size.
The chapter requests donations via cash,
check or credit card. The cash can be given to
any chapter officer or board member. Checks
are accepted the same way or mailed to me
( James Fischer at 17107 Jasper Lane,
Lakeville, MN 55044) and payable to “ EAA
Chapter 25 Scholarship Fund “. The credit card
donation would only be through “ GiveMN.org”.
More details are in the letter you should receive
soon. If you don’t receive one, please send me
a email, fischermailstop@yahoo.com, to get
your letter/form for donation. Please give the
amount requested or whatever you can. The
scholarships are our legacy that we give back
to the next aviation generation.
Thank you for your donation and help. Fly
safe.

The cautionary tale stuck in my mind, and
made me determined to use the chapter
carbon monoxide tester in any airplane
that I fly.
I admit, I haven't done so, yet.
This is just a reminder that our chapter
has a quality carbon monoxide tester, and
it is free for chapter members to use (and
return). Let's make sure to encourage each
other to use it.
A link to an article about the accident
appeared recently in the e-version of the
General Aviation News. Reading it might,
as it did for me, rekindle memories of the
Chapter 25 presentation.

Jim Fischer

John Schmidt
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