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Young Eagles Update

by Kris Olson

E

AA Chapter 25 flew 5 kids
on February 20th. Steve Olson flew
the kids. Pete Gabrail was planning to fly kids, but the weather at
Flying Cloud Airport kept him
from flying to Airlake. Our ground
crew was Bob Dunst, Ron Hoyt,
Ron Oehler, and Kris Olson .
We ended up cancelling our
March 19th Young Eagles event
due to forecast clouds, rain, and
snow.
EAA Chapter 25 flew 17 kids on
April 16th at Airlake Airport
(photo at left). Frank Ahlman,
(Continued on page 4)

Portuguese Man-ofWar Incident by Lou Martin
Swimming Into the Venomous Tentacles
of a Portuguese Man-of-War Caused
Upper-Body Paralysis

In 1956 I was an Air Force captain stationed in
Neubiberg, Air Base Germany. My specific assignment was as an instructor pilot in the 40th Troop Carrier Squadron operating the Fairchild C-119G Boxcar. This was a plush assignment as Neubiberg was
Craig’s “Flight Lines”
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undoubtedly the best U.S. Air
Force Base in Western Germany. The base was located just
five miles from downtown Munich and less than a one hour
drive from the ski and mountain resorts in the Swiss Alps.
The base was built in 1933 and
during WW II was a Luftwaffe
fighter base operating F-109s,
FW-190s and towards the end
of the war ME-262s. When the
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Flight Lines

—from Craig Nelson,
EAA Chapter 25 President

I

’m writing my column today while sitting at my in-laws farm house in Antigo,
Wisconsin. My brother in-law put the
word out that one of his hired hands was
away and he needed help plowing so I arrived eager to help. Having never plowed
before, I found driving the tractor to have
some things similar to flying a plane. I was
challenged to plow straight rows and found
I had to focus on looking forward at the end
of the field rather than close in at the previous row next to me that had just been
plowed. Sound familiar? Think how much better you fly when you focus your attention out of the cockpit at the horizon rather than looking inside at the instruments.
The Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering is now history. As usual, it was a good event
with many interesting presentations. I spent some time at the EAA booth talking to
attendees about EAA and our chapter. It was nice to see Kris Olson represent our
chapter and accept the award for the Minnesota EAA Chapter that flew the most
Young Eagles (475) in 2015. A few YE flights occurred Saturday morning before high
winds grounded additional flights. I also had a productive Friday evening sharing
thoughts and information with other EAA Chapter Leaders and HQ staff. Thank you
chapter members who helped make this event possible. In particular, thanks to Pat
Halligan and Kris Olson who both helped coordinate activities at the “gathering”.
Congratulations to Mankato State University Aviation Program students Amy Dahlheimer and Jae Hoon Min who received $1000 scholarships from EAA Chapter 25 and
Aircraft /Marine Insurance Agency at a banquet ceremony this past month. Our chapter’s contribution to these scholarships is funded by member contributions to the 2015
Chapter 25 Scholarship Fund Campaign. I also want to congratulate Aaron Kasic who
received an $800 scholarship to attend EAA Air Academy this summer. This scholarship is funded by Young Eagle credits we earned flying kids in 2015. Thank you
members for supporting chapter initiatives like these that give back to our local community!
th

Our EAA Chapter 25 60 anniversary celebration will be held on Saturday, June 11
from 11AM-2PM at the BSAEC. It will be an informal grass roots type of event where
we follow tradition by firing up the grill for brats/burgers with members bringing a
dish to share. Cake will be supplied. Spouses and significant others are welcome. We
will commemorate the occasion with another attempt to complete a fly in of airplanes
built and/or owned by Chapter 25 members. Charlie Becker from EAA HQ plans to
fly in to join us. John Schmidt is coordinating this fun outing.
Our meeting this month will be at the BSAEC at Airlake Airport. Our speaker will be
local RV builder and flight instructor Tom Berge. Tom will give a presentation on
Aircraft Electrical Systems. In June, we will try again to have Jim Aarestad visit. Jim
is a local airline pilot and aerial photographer from Buffalo,
(Continued on page 8)
MN. He has invented a gyroscopically stabilized camera sysON FINAL is published monthly by Chapter 25 of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) for the use, education
and enjoyment of Chapter members and others to whom it is provided. No claim is made for the accuracy of materials
presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor and does not necessarily reflect the position of Chapter 25
nor EAA. Submissions for publication, questions or comments on articles, etc. are encouraged and should be addressed
to: Pete Gavin 6905 12th Ave So, Richfield MN 55423 612-866-6676 email petegavin@comcast.net
Submission deadline: 1st Wednesday of the month. New or renewal memberships ($25/year) should be addressed to:
Kim Johnson, 1834 Kari's Way, Eagan, MN. 55122-2673 . Permission for other EAA Chapters to use the noncopyrighted portions of this publication is hereby given as long as the source is acknowledged. Any copyrighted material
that appears in this newsletter is with the permission of the acknowledged copyright holder. Any further copying must
obtain the permission of the original copyright holder.
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This Month: Wed Evening May 18th—BSAEC at Airlake
Grill on at 6:00 pm, Meeting at 7:00 pm
Please bring something to share (meat and buns provided): deli salads, chips,
cookies, utensils, soft drinks and water.
Program: Our speaker will be local RV builder and flight instructor Tom Berge.
Tom will give a presentation on Aircraft Electrical Systems.
Saturday, May 21st: Young Eagles Contact Kris Olson, pilots/ground
crew needed: 651-675-6826, ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Saturday, June 11, 11am-2pm Ch 25 60th Anniversary
Wednesday, June 15th: May Chapter Meeting
Saturday, June 18th: Young Eagles
AirVenture: Monday, July 25th through Sunday, July 31st.
Directions to BSAEC (Chapter Hangar at Airlake): South on I-35 to

Runway

Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and
South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel
or India Lane. If the surface is firm, please park on space between hangars.

Minutes of the April 20, 2016
Chapter 25 Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President Craig Nelson at
7:00 pm at the BSAEC. Lt. Col. Lou Martin led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and asked us to observe a moment of
silence for all those in harm’s way tonight and for all who
paid the ultimate price for America since its inception. Lou
also shared statistics about the Pearl Harbor attack and his
experience landing at Hickam AFB during the filming of the
movie “Tora! Tora! Tora!”. He flew with Japanese pilots
who had bombed Pearl Harbor while flying for Japan Airlines
in the 1970’s.
Guests – Tom Merchant, a professional photographer with a
drone. He described regulation issues he is encountering.
Franklin Ramone attends a technical school downtown. He
served breakfast with Mamie at the AOPA Fly-in last summer. He is awaiting word on his application for Air Academy.

Frank Ahlman, Alan Knutson and Paul Pankratz served as
pilots and Bob Dunst, Ron Hoyt, Ron Oehler, Dave and Kris
Olson helped as ground crew. Help is needed for the 4/30
Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering, the 5/14 Osceola event
and our regular Young Eagles event on 5/21/2016.
Donations to Chapter 25 – Terry Carmine and Bruce Anthony
are spearheading an effort to move and sell Steve Wozniak’s
nearly complete Quad City Challenger II project. Terry and
Bruce need a 20 ft. trailer and helpers to move the project
from Winstead Airport in Glencoe to the BSAEC in early
May. It will be advertised in Barnstormers and at the Great
Minnesota Aviation Gathering on 4/29-30.
MN Pilots Association Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering
at Anoka Co.- Blaine Airport, Friday, April 29 & Saturday,
April 30, 2016 – We will again share a booth with Ch. 237,
who will be displaying the B-25 nose section they are restoring. There will be a Young Eagles Event and Craig will be
conducting a MN EAA Chapter
(Continued on page 7)

Members: Carl Moser is recovering at Martin Luther Manor
following back surgery. Pat and Mary Hoyt sent greetings.
They are safe following the recent hail storms in the Dallas
area.

Final Approach Trivia Quiz
By John Schmidt

Financial Rept.: Gordon Duke, Treasurer, reported that we
have $17,658 in checking and $10,229 in savings for a total
of $27,887. Ch. 25 sent scholarship payments totaling $3,000
to UND and Minnesota State – Mankato. Kim Johnson and
Mamie Singleton presented scholarships to Amy Dahlheimer
and Jae Hoon Min at the Minnesota State – Mankato Aviation
Dept. banquet on April 23, 2016.

Lycoming holds the title for the largest piston aircraft
engine ever made. How many cubic inches was that largest piston aircraft engine ever made?

Young Eagles: Kris Olson, Young Eagles Coordinator reported that Ch. 25 flew 17 kids during our 4/16/2016 event.

Answer on page 6
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Young Eagles Update
(From page 1)

Alan Knutson, and Paul Pankratz flew the
kids. The ground crew was Bob Dunst,
Ralph Goracke, Ron Hoyt, Ron Oehler,
Dave Olson, Kris Olson, and a friend of
Frank Ahlman.

We have a few groups of kids signed up

for May 21st for a total of about 30-35 kids.
We can use registration help, ground
school help, ground crew, and pilots. Let
Kris Olson know if you are interested.
EAA Chapter 237 at the Blaine Airport and
some local EAA Young Eagles pilots and
ground crew were planning a Young Eagles rides event on Saturday, April 30th
from 8 am to noon at the Blaine Airport.
This was offered during the Minnesota Pilots Association’s Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering. A few pilots and ground
crew from EAA Chapter 25 were signed up
to help. The event was held. EAA Chapter
25 pilots were not able to make it, due to
the forecast winds of 10-20 mph in the
morning and afternoon. The winds were ok
for flights until about 11:30 am then were
gusting 15-30 mph. The group had 8 kids
that stopped in for rides from 9 am to 11:15
am and 6 kids got rides before they decided
to stop the event due to the winds.
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Portuguese Man-of-War
Incident (from page 1)
US Air Force took over the base in 1945 it operated F-51s,
then F-47s and F-84s. The American fighter units moved to
bases in France in 1953 and the 317th Airlift Wing moved
from Rhein Main Air Base to Neubiberg with three C-119G
Squadrons.
It was a beautiful warm summer night in Athens when my
copilot, navigator and I finished a leisurely dinner in a beachside restaurant, near the Hellinikon International Airport.
When having after-dinner drinks we met a good-natured retired English medical doctor and his wife vacationing in
Greece. They were a delightful couple, who seemed to take
pleasure in our youthful approach to life and our funny American accents. They invited us to join them for a night cap in
their bungalow, just a short walk from the restaurant. Sitting
on their verandah we marveled at the full moon, the landing
lights of aircraft approaching and departing the airport and
the distant glow of the lights of Athens. After about an hour
of enjoying their charming company and rare scotch, they
decided it was time for them to retire and bid us good
night. Succumbing to our youthful zest for life, we thought it
was too early to head for the sack and were looking for some
other form of entertainment. I suggested that we go for a latenight swim in the warm waters of Kavos Bay.
We stripped down to our shorts and swam out several hundred feet into the bay and started treading water to take in the
sights. The lights of the city cast a blinking panoramic view
to the north and looking to the west we could see the shining
lights of the harbor of Piraeus, with boats departing and entering. To the south a full moon was casting its reflective light
upon the entire scene. With our eyes now adjusted to the
darkness, the entire horseshoe harbor of Athens was bathed in
a silver hue. We lingered in the warm water for a considerable length of time while reflecting on how fortunate we were
in being provided the opportunity of enjoying such pleasures
in a far off land, at taxpayers’ expense.

parently he was not yet asleep as he responded quickly and
after taking one look at me directed my buddies to bring me
inside and place me on his bed. When the lights were
turned up, the nature of my pain was obvious. My chest and
arms were streaked with red lines and small white lesions,
and I was still having difficulty in breathing. The doctor
said that it was apparent that I had come in contact with a
colony of Portuguese man-of-wars, whose tentacles had
secreted a poison into my body through sharp barbs. He put
a soothing salve on the lesions and injected a blood thinner
into my veins. He said that I was fortunate that I was not
alone when I encountered the poisonous jelly fish or I
wouldn't be here. He and his wife nursed me for about an
hour before I was able to walk and display full upper body
mobility. We headed for our own quarters and the next
morning I was in good shape except for a few faint red
marks and a slight stiffness in my shoulders.

After fulfilling our thirst for adventure, we started to swim
toward shore. After swimming a few feet, I felt like I had
swum into a mess of weeds, or perhaps garbage. However, It
was soon apparent that it was something more sinister, as my
upper body and arms developed a sharp painful sting. I
thrashed wildly to escape whatever it was I had encountered
and was soon free of the entrapment, but my troubles were
not over. My arms and chest were in terrific pain and partially paralyzed! In addition, I was having difficulty in breathing.
I called to my colleagues for help and they responded by
grabbing a hold of my arms and pulled me to shore.

(Another Close Encounter with the PGR that did not involve flying.) Lou Martin can be contacted on
pilotlou@aol.com

After leaving the water, I was able to walk, but my upper
body was still in intense pain. My buddies half carried me to
the English doctor’s bungalow, and knocked on his door. Ap-
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Chaper 25 Wins GMAG
Award for flying most
Young Eagles in 2015

Answer to Final Approach Quiz (see page 3)
The Lycoming XR-7755 was 7,756 cubic inches (or,
the same displacement as twenty-two of the venerable
350 cu in Chevy V-8 engines) . It consisted of 9 banks
of 4 liquid-cooled cylinders each, all connected to a
common crankshaft. It produced 5,000 hp, and weighed
just over 6,000 pounds. It was originally intended to be
used in the "European bomber" that eventually
emerged as the Convair B-36. Only two examples were
built. It was tested in 1946, but the US military lost
interest at the dawn of the jet age. Just 2 were made,
one of which resides currently in the Smithsonian.
Lycoming XR-7755
Below: Lycoming XR-7755-3 at the Smithsonian Institution
Note the magnetos and distributors on the forward ends of
the cylinder bank and camshafts (painted grey).
Type
Four-row Radial engine
National origin United States
Manufacturer
Lycoming
First run
1944
Number built
2

At the April, 2016 Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering in Blaine,
MN, Kris Olson accepts a plaque on behalf of EAA Chapter 25. As
the Young Eagles Coordinator for our chapter, Kris was responsible for the chapter flying 475 Young Eagles for the year 2015, the
most in the state of Minnesota.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lycoming_XR-7755

Mark Your Calendars for
Sat, June 11—Chapter 25
60th Anniversary Celebration 11am—2pm
We are hosting a EAA Chapter 25 Anniversary Party at

the chapter hangar on Saturday, June 11th, from 11am to
2pm. It is an informal affair, and everyone in the chapter (and
significant other) is invited to this family event.
The grill(s) will be open, and on, the chapter will spring for
brats and burgers (and brat/burger buns, fixin's),
paper plates, forks/knives/spoons.
Members are asked to bring a dish to pass.
A DOOR PRIZE will be offered to those member/pilots WHO
FLY IN (if you are based at Lakeville, go once around the
pattern, maybe with a Young Eagle or with some guest of
your choosing, aboard?) to be eligible for the DOOR

PRIZE.

Come on out to the hangar for some camaraderie, and to
mark another milestone in the history of a GREAT EAA
chapter.
—John Schmidt
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Next Chapter Meeting: Wed, June 15th
Young Eagle Events: Sat, 5/21 & 6/18
contact Kris Olson (see p2) if you can volunteer

Aircra Insurance and Hangar Insurance

Stuff for Sale/Wanted

Contact: Kevin Gruys at 952‐890‐1124
email: gruys@aircra ‐marine.com
www.aircra ‐marine.com

For Sale: Garmin 396 portable color GPS Aviation/Auto, XM weather,
multiple antennas. New battery 2015. Mark Kolesar, 763.656.8374;
Kolesar.mark@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Red Wing Soaring Association

Wanted: Your dusty old VFR instruments for my Pietenpol project. Please
contact Ned Lebens 952-567-3329 or nlebens@gmail.com

Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Ellison EFS-2 Throttle Body Injector
don schlais <d.schlais@hotmail.com> 763-479-8228

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Aviation Books. Oldies, classics, some brand-new, some autographed. Inexpensive! Cutting down my library. I can e-mail a listing. Noel
Allard. nallard@unitelc.com.

Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

(Continued from page 3)

Leader’s Summit. A signup sheet was passed around to volunteer
at the booth. Craig also asked Ch. 25 builders to bring parts of
their projects to display in the both and discuss their projects with
visitors.
Upcoming Ch. 25 Events –
5/18 – Chapter Meeting – Tom Berge, an RV builder and flight
instructor, will present on aircraft electrical systems.
5/21 – Young Eagles Event
6/11 – Ch. 25 - 60th Anniversary Celebration, 11 am – 2 pm –
John Schmidt has volunteered to coordinate this fun outing. We
are hoping that members will fly-in and show off their projects.
We will follow our tradition to grill burgers and hot dogs. Members are asked to bring a dish to share. Family members are welcome. Charlie Becker from EAA HQ will fly in to join us, hopefully in the One Week Wonder.
Miscellaneous –
Membership - Approximately 40 members from the 2015 roster
have not sent in their 2016 dues. One more e-mail will be sent to
remind unpaid members to renew their membership. Only paid
members will be published in the 2016 Roster.
Food - Craig asked members to show their appreciation to Gary
Stinar, Ron Oehler and Bruce Anthony for cooking for this meeting.
(Continued on page 8)
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Flight Lines
(from page 2)

tem for his Cessna so he can shoot perfectly smooth air to air cinematography
of other aircraft in flight. He will talk
about development of this system and the
business he has called Eagle Eye Photos.
Finally, you will see a new resident at the
BSAEC when you arrive for the May
meeting. Chapter member Steve Wozniak’s Challenger II will have moved in in
preparation for it being put up for sale. Terry Carmine and Bruce
Anthony are coordinating the sale and Steve will donate the proceeds to the Chapter 25 Scholarship Fund. If you know of anyone
who might have interest in buying this aircraft, please put them in
touch with Terry or Bruce.
I hope to see you at the BSAEC on May 18.

Meeting Minutes

(from page 7)

MN Aviation Hall of Fame – The FAA honored Roger Poore (1920
– 2001), father of Bob and Randy Poore, with the Charles Taylor
“Master Mechanic” and the Wright Brothers “Master Pilot” Awards
for providing safe aircraft maintenance and flight operations for 50
consecutive years at the MAHOF Banquet on April 30, 2016. Roger was involved in retrofitting the B-25’s that flew in Doolittle’s
Raid at Wold – Chamberlain Field in Minneapolis. He was a Flight
Engineer in B-17’s during WWII. He was hired as a mechanic for
Northwest Airlines in 1950.
FCM – The Alpha taxiway is being replaced beginning in August.

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

Airlake FBO Name Change – The new name of the Airlake FBO is
Waypoint Flight Services. They are having a happy hour from 4 –
6 pm on May 4th.
Presentation – The scheduled speaker could not attend the meeting
so we watched EAA Videos. Jack Pelton, EAA President, gave an
update via video. The FAA will discontinue charging a user fee for
using a hangar to build an airplane. The FAA will also discontinue
charging EAA $500k for providing ATC services at AirVenture.
EAA also simplified the process and requirements for their Young
Eagles Youth Protection policy. It appears that the waiver of the 3rd
Class medical requirement is expected to pass in Congress.
We also watched videos on low budget aircraft, an RV-8 with a
radial engine, a home-built Spitfire with an Allison engine, the
Douglas A26, ski-plane flying and removing Plexiglas scratches
using Micromesh.

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kim V. Johnson, Secretary
and Membership Coordinator

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

ON FINAL MAY 2016

8

www.newrichmond-insurance.com

