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John Akerman and the Tailless T-1
By Noel Allard

John

D. Akerman (1897 – 1972)
was born in Latvia, left there to fly for
the French Air Force and emigrated to
the US in 1918. He earned an engineering degree in Michigan and chose the
Twin Cities as his home. He procured a
position in the Mechanical Engineering
Department of the University of Minnesota. His specialty was aeronautics.
In 1929, after years of lobbying, he
managed to convince the University to
create a separate Aeronautical Engineering Laboratory and he became its

The Akerman T-1 on the ramp at
University Airport, 1936.

(Continued on page 4)

Four Dead, One Injured
and One Missing
By Lou Martin

In the summer of 1955, I was a 27-year-old Air Force captain, a
Fairchild C-119G Boxcar flight instructor in the 40th Troop Carrier
Squadron and stationed at Neubiberg Air Base in Munich Germany.
It was a plush assignment as it was close to excellent skiing in the
German Alps, the heart of the German
(Continued on page 5)
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Flight Lines

—from Craig Nelson,
EAA Chapter 25 President

It’s a nice sunny day as I look out the
window from the table in the library in
which I am writing this column today.
Something is wrong with this picture! I
should be looking out the cockpit window
instead of the library window. Oh well…
the days are getting longer and the opportunity for nice evening flights will soon be
here.
At a recent Board of Directors meeting we finalized our plan for scholarship spending
in 2016. Our total commitment is $3000 which will be dispersed as follows:


$1500 to UND matched by the Dahlberg Foundation for a total scholarship of $3000



$500 to UND matched by Aircraft & Marine Insurance Co. for a total
scholarship of $1000



$1000 to Mankato State matched by Aircraft & Marine Insurance Co. for
a total scholarship of $2000

Many thanks to all the members that contributed to our scholarship campaign and our
matching sponsors which allow us to support these young adults who are pursuing a
career in aviation.
Speaking of our Board of Directors, I want to welcome Bruce Anthony to the Board.
He was voted in at our last meeting filling the vacancy created by the departure of Pat
Hoyt. I suspect many of you don’t know who the other Board members are so I will
take this opportunity to list them.
Craig Nelson Mamie Singleton
Tim Carmine Pat Halligan
Bruce Anthony

Kim Johnson
John Koser

Gordon Duke Kris Olson
John Schmidt Ned Lebens

Please take a moment to thank these folks for their service the next time you see them.
Terry Carmine and Bruce Anthony will spearhead the effort to sell the nearly completed QuadCity Challenger II aircraft that chapter member Steve Wozniak owns. The
proceeds of this sale will be donated to the Chapter 25 Scholarship Fund. The general
plan will be to relocate the Challenger from its current home at Winsted to the BSAEC
so that it is more accessible for showing to potential buyers. The move should occur
in April so expect to see a new plane in the BSAEC soon.
The Minnesota Pilot’s Association’s Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering (GMAG) is
April 29-30 at the Anoka/Blaine Airport. Chapter 25 will share a booth with Chapter
237 again this year. The B-25 nose section that is being restored by Chapter 237 will
be on display. This should be an attention getter! Pat Halli-

(Continued on page 8)
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Visit our website at eaa25.org
President

Craig Nelson 952-949-0400
nelsoncraig55@gmail.com
Vice President

Mamie Singleton 651-489-0143
msingleton@comcast.net
Secretary &

Membership Coordinator
Kim V. Johnson 651-238-6010
kvince989@gmail.com
Treasurer

Gordon Duke 651-227-9026
g_duke@hotmail.com
Web Editor
Jeff Coffey
jeffcoffey@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor

Pete Gavin 612-866-6676
petegavin@comcast.net
Young Eagle Coordinator

Kris Olson 651-675-6826
ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Technical Counselors

Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993
rwxstein@comcast.net
Peter Denny 763-529-5325
peterthepilot99@gmail.com
Ami Sela* 612-860-3734
selaami@comcast.net
* also flight advisor

This Month: Wed Evening Mar 16th—BSAEC at Airlake
Grill on at 6:00 pm, Meeting at 7:00 pm
Please bring something to share (meat and buns provided): deli salads, chips,
cookies, utensils, soft drinks and water.
Program: Our speakers will be a team of students from Mankato State University
who will discuss Mid-air Collisions and how to avoid them. The team will be lead
by Erich Bobka (Chris’ son).
Saturday, March 19th, April 16th: Young Eagles Contact Kris
Olson, pilots/ground crew needed: 651-675-6826, ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Wednesday, April 20th: February Chapter Meeting
April 29th, 30th: Greater MN Aviation Gathering
Directions to BSAEC (Chapter Hangar at Airlake): South on I-35 to

Runway

Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and
South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel
or India Lane. If the surface is firm, please park on space between hangars.

Minutes of the Feb 17, 2016 Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President Craig Nelson at
7:00 pm at the BSAEC. Ron Oehler led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance and asked us to observe a moment of silence for
all those in harm’s way tonight and for all who paid the ultimate price for America since its inception.
Guests – Del Voegele showed pictures and told us about the
Zenith CH 750 ELS he built in 4 years, completed on July 28,
2015. Jerry Dehmer, from Elko, was also present
Treasurer’s Report – Craig informed us that our finances are
in a healthy state. The bills have been paid and the books are
current. We have $17,105 in the checking account and
$10,229 in the Savings account for a total of $27,334.
Young Eagles – Kris Olson reported that the January Young
Eagles event was cancelled due to weather. There are about 7
kids scheduled for 2/20/2016. Pilots and ground crew are
always needed for these events! Please advise Kris if you can
serve. EAA now requires all Young Eagle and Air Academy
camp volunteers to take a 15 minute on-line training course
and agree to a background check under a new Youth Protection Program. You can take the training on the EAA website,
www.eaa.org. Craig told us that the new requirements are
not onerous and appealed that we not let them hamper our
successful and popular Young Eagles Program.

EAA’s Chris Henry is giving a presentation on B-25’s. In
addition, Ch. 237 members work on the nose section of a B25 every Tuesday from 7-9 pm and on Wednesdays from 1-4
pm. Ch. 25 members are invited to all of these activities.
Donations to the Chapter – Jerry Dehmer donated a disassembled Continental A – 65 which will be auctioned off at the
end of the business meeting.
Ch. 25 member Steve Wozniak has a nearly complete Quad
City Challenger II at Winsted that he is willing to donate to
the Chapter. Chapter 25 will serve as an agent to sell an airplane, with the proceeds going to the Ch. 25 Scholarship
Fund. Terry Carmine volunteered to head a team to help
move the airplane to the BSAEC and handle the sale.
Upcoming Events:
February 24 – Ch. 25 Board meeting – All are welcome.
February 29 – Minneapolis Air Route Traffic Control Center
Tour in Farmington at 6 pm. Available slots fill up fast so
register on the FAA Safety Team website:
https://
www.faasafety.gov
March 16 – Aviation Day at the State Capital – an opportunity to discuss aviation with our
(Continued on page 7)

Final Approach Trivia Quiz
By John Schmidt

Anoka Ch. 237 Invitations – Craig told us about opportunities
to attend an OSH airplane project weekend with Ch. 237 on
March 3 – 6. A number of members had fun attending a
similar work weekend in January. Ch.237 is conducting a
special dinner meeting on Monday, February 22, 2016.

In engine parlance and terminology, what is a ‘blisk’?

Answer on page 6
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John Akerman and the Tailless T-1
(From page 1)

first head. He had a fertile creative brain and in 1934
drew up plans for a tailless aircraft that he coached his
engineering students to build in the classroom. In 1934, a
tailless aircraft was unusual, as were the use of leading
edge slots and elevons. With the swept-back wings and
wingtip rudders, the aircraft was well ahead of its time. It
was to be propelled by a Jacobs L-3 engine, serial #15
and was completed in 1936, finished in base coats of silver dope only. It was brought to the University's airport,
located in Anoka, where it was re-assembled.
Because of the University's concern over lack of liability
insurance, no firm plans were made to test fly the aircraft. Though having flown in France, it was questionable whether Akerman was duly licensed in the US, but
he was impatient and decided to try to make the first
flight himself. After taxying to the end of the runway, he
found that the news media had gotten wind of the plan
and decided to tag along. On his first run, a cameramen,
hanging from the running board of a car followed alongside the aircraft. It got too close for Akerman's comfort.
He was furious and abandoned the effort and taxied back
to the University hangar. Unfortunately, the airplane was
never to fly.
After storage at the University until WWII, the T-1 was
donated to the Smithsonian Institution, where it was kept
in storage until the year 2000 when it was loaned back to
the University. When the University's new MacNamara
Alumni Center was opened later that year, the Akerman
T-1 was hung auspiciously from the ceiling in the center
of the Heritage Gallery, where it hangs to this day. Anyone interested is welcome to visit the Heritage Center
and view the airplane along with a wall library of some
5,000 books and doctoral thesis written by University
grad students. Curiously, the Smithsonian (NASM) was
more worried about the health hazard of the radium dialed cockpit instruments than the physical handling of the
artifact. A lengthy directive was given the University
about the hazard. The plane has taken some dings over
time.
In the 1972, I was doing research for my Minnesota aviation history book and found out that Professor Akerman
was very ill; in fact lying on his deathbed at the University Hospital. I asked the Akerman family if they thought
I could visit him and ask him some questions about his
role with the University's aviation school. They agreed
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Professor John D. Akerman and the T-1 aircraft
in the University Aero Lab, 1935.

on a date and time. I assumed someone from the family beside the Professor would be there, but they were not. I was a
little uneasy because the Professor was on his back in bed
and obviously quite ill and on medication. I asked some
questions, including where the tailless airplane was and he
mumbled “in the Smithsonian.” He asked for my note tablet
and pencil and scratched some straight lines on a page and
handed it back to me. The marks were meaningless, but I
have kept that page in the Hall of Fame file on him. He then
fell into a coughing spell. It got very loud and he was obviously choking. I got him a glass of water and decided that I
shouldn't be there. Imagine if this invalid died and I, a
stranger, was the only one in his room. I virtually ran out,
found a nurse and got her to run back to Akerman's room. I
bailed out. Akerman died a few days later.
I have been building models of historic Minnesota aircraft
for a number of years and decided I wanted to build the Tailless T-1. I wrote to the Smith(Continued on page 5)
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Four Dead, One Injured,
and One Missing (from page 1)
former Lufthansa WW II fighter base that had escaped significant bombing damage during the war. When the war ended the
U.S. 86th Fighter Wing flying F-47s and later F-84s occupied
it. When the fighter wing was relocated to a base further west
the 317th Troop Carrier Wing operating C-119s moved to
Neubiberg in March 1953. I experienced a few close encounters
when flying the C-119 in Germany, which are covered in other
sections of this book, but their were times when the Pilot’s
Grim Reaper seemed to extend his recruitment crusade in
snatching crew members, other than pilots, and not necessarily
when they were engaged in flying.
An example of this occurred on one warm summer day in

John Akerman and the
Tailless T-1
(From page 4)

sonian and contacted the University regarding dimensions and
possible three-view drawings. None were available. I had to
scale them from rough dimensions the University drew up for
moving the plane through doorways into the Heritage Center,
photos and crude dimensional estimates on-site. John Akerman
was inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame in
1990. It is totally amazing to me that we still have this priceless
artifact in Minnesota in a place where it can be seen by the public and appreciated.

The T-1 hanging at the U. of M.
MacNamara Heritage Center, 2015.

1955. The 40th TCS was having an all hands picnic and
softball match between the officers and enlisted men at a
nearby country German beer garden. Everyone was having a good time in cheering on their favorite team (the
enlisted men won), enjoying good German food, consuming large amounts of strong local beer and dancing to a
small Lawrence Welk style polka band. Events like this
were great for increasing morale and solidifying esprit de
corps.
When the event was winding down my wife and me,
our operations officer Major Phil Currier and his wife
Anne (who we were riding with), were preparing to leave
the festivities. A group of six, well-mannered, handsome
young Air Force airmen were standing next to the front
door and as we approached, a young crew chief, whom I
had flown with on many occasions and wearing a bright
yellow sweater walked up and politely asked if it would
be permissible for him to dance with my attractive blond
wife. She accepted his well-mannered request and while
waiting for the dance to end, I enjoyed a friendly conversation with his Air Force friends. When the music
stopped, he escorted my wife back to where we were
waiting, respectfully thanked her and me for the dance
and joined his five anxiously waiting comrades. They
were obviously eager to “hit-the-road” and when their
apparent leader said, “Let’s go,” all six headed in a
youthful energized rush for their car in the dirt parking
lot.
We followed them but in a much slower pase. As we
were walking toward Major Currier’s car, we observed
the six airmen we had just been talking to racing out of
the gravel parking lot at a high rate of speed. The spinning rear tires of their large high-powered 1949 Hudson
Commodore sedan created clouds of dust and was spewing loose gravel as they left the parking lot and entered
the black top German country road. We shook our heads
in disgust, while commenting, “We hope they reach
Neubiberg Air Base safely.”
About three miles from the beer garden, we were
rounding a curve in the narrow two-lane road when we
observed German farmers running across a field toward
the road. As we came closer, the reason for their running
became clear. The Hudson sedan we had observed racing
out of the parking lot a few minutes earlier was lying on
its side between two large trees. It appeared to have
rolled and collided with a tree causing it to spin around
and come to rest perpendicular to the road. Spread out in
the middle of the road were seat cushions, other loose
objects and three lifeless bodies. One young airman obviously dazed and having difficulty in maintaining a standing position was leaning against a tree. Major Currier
stopped the car and I ran over to the first unconscious
victim. I looked down at a
(Continued on page 6)
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Four Dead, One Injured,
and One Missing (from page 5)

Evan R. Bruner who
would be faced with
an Air Force investigation and the responsibility of explaining
this tragic loss to the
loved ones of the four
dead airman.

shoeless, lifeless body and was struck with the fact that he was
wearing a bright yellow sweater now torn and dirty. (Just a
few minutes earlier, he was dancing with my wife, and politely
thanking us for the privilege.) I knelt down beside him, felt no
pulse and detected no breathing. His eyes were open and staring up at me in a seemingly hypnotic stare. With tears in my
eyes; I reached down and closed his eyelids. The other two
young men, lying in the middle of the road, were also battered
and obviously dead and beyond help. When including the
young man leaning against a tree, we counted four victims,
thereby leaving two still missing.
A German farmer shouted that he had found a dead body,
lying in tall grass on the side of the road, but this still left one
airman missing. Phil, Anne, my wife and I, along with about
ten Germans and Americans now arriving at the scene fanned
out to look for the sixth victim. Our search of the immediate
area turned up nothing, so I decided to exam the still smoking
wrecked Hudson, which had its roof peeled back as if an open
“Sardine” can.
Standing next to the wreckage I thought I heard a faint groan
and upon investigation, I discovered the sixth airmen partially
pinned underneath the heavy smashed Hudson, but still alive! I
shouted for the group of onlookers milling around to join in an
“all-together-effort” of lifting up the wreckage while I crawled
underneath to drag out the injured airman. With combined
adrenaline infused strength, the car was raised enough for me
to crawl under it and rescue the young Air Force crew
chief. As I was, sliding him out, I could hear stressed grunts
coming from the people holding up the wreck, but felt confident that they would not let it drop until both my injured colleague and I were safely clear. When we were clearly safe, the
heavy automobile was dropped with a loud thud! The injured
airmen was rushed to a hospital and although seriously injured
survived, as did the young man who was leaning against the
tree (who turned out to be the driver).
The primary cause of the accident was obviously excessive
speed and too much alcohol. However, a contributing factor
was that the narrow German asphalt country road, with no
shoulders or guardrails, rows of large trees lining both sides
and high built-up asphalt edge lips of several inches were a
bad combination. Apparently, the driver racing down the narrow road at high speed allowed his automobile to swerve off
the hard surface and when he attempted to steer back onto the
paved road, the high built-up lip caused it to overturn. Sliding
along on its side, the windshield slammed into a tree, ripping
open its steel top and ejecting its passengers. (There were no
seat belts, shoulder harnesses or air bags in those days, and
ironically, rural German roads present the same potential danger today.) I felt demoralized over the loss of four young comrades, and compassion for our squadron commander Lt.Col.
ON FINAL MARCH 2016

Sidebar notes:
1949 Hudson Commodore of the
About two hours later
type the six airman were driving
when the two injured
airman were transported to a local hospital and the dead
were carried off in body bags Major Carrier, his wife, me
and my wife left the scene. As I sat down in Phil’s car, I
noted that my tan trousers, arms and hands were all stained
with blood. In addition, I became aware that my bladder,
which I had ignored due to the excitement, was about to
bust. Major Currier stopped the car allowing me to water a
German tree with recycled German beer.
In addition in 2005 I was attending a fiftieth anniversary
of our unit in Las Vegas, Nevada when my colleagues without any soliciting from me offered a toast in my behalf for
saving a colleague pinned under a smashed automobile being held up by onlookers.
The above is a modified excerpt from Lou Martin’s book
“Close Encounters with the Pilot’s Grim Reaper.” Lou can
be contacted on: pilotlou@aol.com

Answer to Final Approach Quiz (see page 3)
A blisk (portmanteau of bladed disk) is a single engine
component consisting of a rotor disk and blades, the two
components it replaces in turbine engines which may be
either integrally cast, machined from a solid piece of material, or made by welding individual blades to the rotor
disk. Blisks may also be known as integrally bladed rotors (IBR).
Instead of making bare compressor disks and attaching
the blades later, blisks are single elements combining the
two. This eliminates the need to attach the blades to the
disk (via screws, bolts, etc.), thus decreasing the number
of components in the compressor, while at the same time
decreasing drag and increasing efficiency of air compression in the engine. The elimination of the dovetail attachment found on traditional turbine blades eliminates a
source for crack initiation and subsequent propagation.
Efficiency improvements of up to 8% are possible.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Compressor_blisk_on_display_(2).jpg

6

Next Chapter Meeting: Wed, Apr 20th
Young Eagle Events: Sat, 3/19 & 4/16
contact Kris Olson (see p2) if you can volunteer

Aircraft Insurance and Hangar Insurance

Stuff for Sale/Wanted

Contact: Kevin Gruys at 952‐890‐1124
email: gruys@aircraft‐marine.com
www.aircraft‐marine.com

For Sale: Garmin 396 portable color GPS Aviation/Auto, XM weather,
multiple antennas. New battery 2015. Mark Kolesar, 763.656.8374;
Kolesar.mark@gmail.com

Meeting Minutes

Red Wing Soaring Association
(Continued from page 3)

Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors

legislators.
March 16 - Chapter meeting at BSAEC. Erich Bobka, a Minnesota State - Mankato Aviation Dept. student and son of member,
Chris Bobka, will present on the topic of Mid-Air Collision
Avoidance.

Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org

March 19, April 16 – Young Eagles Event
April 20 – Chapter meeting at BSAEC. Tom Berge, an RV
builder and flight instructor will talk about aircraft electrical systems.
April 29 & 30 – MN Pilots Association Great Minnesota Aviation
Gathering at the Anoka County-Blaine Airport. Ch. 25 will again
have a booth with Ch. 237. We are looking for display ideas. Pat
Halligan is coordinating this effort. Craig will be conducting another EAA Chapter Leaders Summit.
Miscellaneous:
This is Ch. 25’s 60th Anniversary. Celebration plans are under
development.
Kim Johnson, Membership Coordinator, announced that only
60% of people on last year’s roster have paid their 2016 dues.
We are finalizing efforts to get our membership up to date and
publish our roster. Please renew and contact Kim w/questions.
EAA 2016 Calendars are available for $10. Contact Craig.
The restaurant at the Eau Claire Airport may be re-opening.
The Ch. 25 refrigerator is no longer functional. John Schmidt
will spearhead a team to replace. Contact John if you know of any
available refrigerators.
Dick Bylund has Pietenpol T-shirts for sale for $15.
(Continued on page 8)
7

ON FINAL MARCH 2016

Flight Lines
(from page 2)

gan is coordinating our participation.
Please see him if you would like help
man the booth and be a spokesman for
our chapter and EAA. Additional help
may be needed with a possible Young
Eagles rally.
As mentioned earlier, 2016 will be our
60th anniversary as an EAA Chapter. We
will celebrate the occasion with another attempt to complete a fly in
of airplanes built and/or owned by Chapter 25 members. Our efforts to hold this fly in last year in coordination with our Family
Day event were thwarted by poor weather. John Schmidt has graciously volunteered to coordinate this celebration which will be
held on June 11. Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more detail.
Our meeting this month will be at the BSAEC at Airlake Airport.
Our speakers will be a team of students from Mankato State University who will discuss Mid-air Collisions and how to avoid them.
The team will be lead by Erich Bobka (Chris’ son). Looking ahead
to April, Jim Aarestad will join us to talk about a business he
started called Air to Air Cinema. Jim is a local airline pilot and
aerial photographer from Buffalo, MN. He has invented a gyroscopically stabilized camera system for his Cessna so he can shoot
perfectly smooth air to air cinematography of other aircraft in flight.
Enjoy the warming sun and I hope to see you at the BSAEC on
March 16.

Meeting Minutes

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

(from page 7)

Continental A-65 Auction: John Schmidt led a spirited auction in
which several members participated. The engine was sold to Chris
Bobka for $450.
Presentation – Ryan Mohr, owner of Flight Flix, Everything Aviation Cameras, gave an in-depth presentation on shooting good aviation videos. Ryan is a 4th generation pilot, A&P Mechanic, instructor, aviation promoter and son of air show pilot, John Mohr. Ryan
has flown with the Red Baron aerobatic team and currently flies a
Howard 500 Albatross amphibian. He currently is a pilot for
Alaska Airlines. He told us that flight video is extremely difficult
due to the vibration and extreme conditions of airspeed and temperatures. He has patented an airplane mount that mitigates the effect of these adverse conditions. He can be contacted via his flightflixcameras.com and vibexmounts.com websites.

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017

Kim V. Johnson, Secretary and Membership Coordinator

Phone: 800-747-1619
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www.newrichmond-insurance.com

