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Young Eagle Update
By Kris Olson

EAA

Chapter 25 flew 12
kids on March 21st at Airlake.
We flew 16 kids on April 18th.
We had 3 pilots and several
ground crew that helped with our
event.
Chapter 25 had 3 Young Eagles events in May. Girls Aviation Day was held at Airlake on
May 2nd. Girls and boys were
able to meet women that are involved in aviation careers and
hobbies. Chapter 25 flew 53 kids
at this event. Chapter 25 flew 8
kids on
May 16th (Continued on page 5)

A Tribute to Dick Navratil
By Kim Johnson

Presented at Dick Navratil’s Memorial Service at the Church of St.
Stanislaus, St. Paul, MN; 6/10/2015
My name is Kim Johnson and Joan was so nice to allow me to pay
tribute to Dick Navratil on behalf of 130 fellow aviation enthusiasts
who came to know Dick at the Experimental (Continued on page 6)
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Flight Lines

—from Craig Nelson,
EAA Chapter 25 President

As most of you know, chapter member
Dick Navratil passed away recently. Dick
was an aircraft builder, flyer, and extremely active chapter member. He was
very generous with his talents, time, and
resources supporting chapter activities and
EAA builder sessions at Sun & Fun/
AirVenture. Dick’s love of aviation was
always apparent. His funeral service and the following gathering at the Navratil house
were well attended by Chapter 25 members. Dick will be missed but his spirit remains
with us.
WOW is what comes to mind when I think about the Young Eagle Rally that occurred
at the Boy Scout Aviation Camporee on May 30th at Buffalo Airport. Kris Olson successfully coordinated the event where pilots from Chapter 25 and the Buffalo/Maple
Lake Chapter flew over 183 kids. As the flying wound down for the other pilots
around 5 PM, John Schmidt was still going strong in the Cub with his 18th flight. I
believe his goal was to set a new personal record and top 20. I think his grin was even
bigger than that of the kids he was flying. A very big THANK YOU to all who helped
make this such a successful rally.
I just checked the forecast and the weather is looking good for our “Back to Our
Roots” Family Day celebration on Saturday. By the time you read this the gathering
will be history but it looks like we will have a good turn out with over 70 people expected to attend. I am hopeful that we will also have a good turnout of planes
(particularly member built aircraft) available for viewing and rides. Please give a
Thank You to Mary Hoyt when you see her for coordinating the gathering. I hope she
is able to take a little of the pig roast home as leftovers.
Our June meeting will be back at the BSAEC. I’m looking forward to a presentation
about a very interesting aircraft called the Fairey Gannet (Google it). The talk will be
given by co-owner and pilot Harry Odone. The plane is based at New Richmond and
was displayed in the main aircraft area at AirVenture last year. Harry will be accompanied by several other team members so there will be a good opportunity to talk one
on one with a person who really knows this aircraft. In July, we welcome back retired
ATC Controller Mark Schreier with a talk titled "Mark's Believe It or Not: Truly Unbelievable Tales from the Tower". This sounds like an interesting and fun presentation.
The next time you are at the BSAEC you will notice several disassembled aircraft in
the hangar along with Gordon Duke’s Rans. Bob Styer purchased an Avid Magnum
project and Bob Ueeck just recently bought a Hatz biplane.
(Continued on page 7)
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This Month: Wed Evening June 17th—BSAEC at Airlake
Grill on at 6:00 pm, Meeting at 7:00 pm
Please bring something to share (meat and buns provided): deli salads, chips, cookies, utensils, soft drinks and water.
Program: The 6/17 Chapter meeting will be a presentation about a Fairey Gannet
project occurring in New Richmond, WI. The talk will be given by co-owner and
pilot Harry Odone. The plane was displayed in the main aircraft area at AirVenture
last year.
Saturday, June 20th: Young Eagles Contact Kris Olson, pilots/ground
crew needed: 651-675-6826, ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Wednesday, July 15: EAA Chapter 25 July Meeting
Saturday, July 18th: Young Eagles
Sunday, July 19th-July 26th: Airventure 2015, Oshkosh

Runway

Family Day
Photos
We had a great
turnout for our
Chapter 25 Family Day and pig
roast on Saturday.
The low ceilings
put a damper on
the flying, but the
fellowship with
members families
and the food
couldn’t be beat.
Thanks to Mary
Pennington-Hoyt
for organizing
this great event!

Final Approach Trivia Quiz

By John Schmidt

Why would Harry Clements, a young engineer working on the prototype Cessna 180 in the fall of
1951, tape mechanical pencil leads to the elevator before a test flight?

Answer on page 6
3
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(More
photos
on page 8)

Young Eagles
Update (From page 1)
at Airlake. On May 30th 177 kids got
Young Eagles airplane rides at an event
at Buffalo Municipal Airport (CFE),
Minn. The Minnetonka District and
Crow River District with the Boy
Scouts held an Aviation and Weather
Merit Badge Camporee. Some Troops
stayed Friday through Sunday, some
went for the day on Saturday. They had
lots of Career stations to teach about
different careers and Young Eagles airplane rides were offered to some of the
kids that attended. Three EAA Chapters had members that helped with flying and ground crew. EAA Chapter 25,
EAA Chapter 878 Maple Lake, EAA
Chapter 237 Blaine. There were 8 pilots that flew kids that day. There was a
Stearman that flew Young Eagles. Kids
were flown mostly from 9 am to 5:30
pm and one pilot flew until 7:30 pm.
Kris Olson
This is a letter from the organizer of
the Buffalo Boy Scout Camporee held
on May 30th.
Subject: Young Eagles flights
Good Morning Kris.
I don’t know how to say Thank You
enough for the job that you and the
EAA did to make our Scout event the
Huge success that it was. The Air
Force, the Navy and the FAA were all
very impressed with the precision and
smooth operation that the EAA showed
with the Young Eagle Flights. When
the Big Dogs are impressed, you know
you’re the best. Check out the photos at
(Continued on page 5)
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Young
Eagles
Update
(From page 4)

<lakeminnetonkadistric
t.org> Home Page. If
you would like to down
load any pictures,
please feel free to do
so. And please share
our heartfelt thanks
with everyone involved. Your group
was a big part of making this event a success.
Mission Accomplished.
Thanks again.
Harry Fuchs
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Tribute to Dick Navratil
(from page 1)

Aircraft Association’s (EAA) Chapter 25 at the Airlake Airport in Lakeville, MM. We are deeply saddened by the loss
of this good friend who unflinchingly gave of his time, resources and expertise regarding building small airplanes in a
garage or at a hangar. I think all Chapter 25 members agree
that Dick was a quiet, low-key person who could talk to anyone, especially about homebuilt airplanes. Whenever something large needed to be moved, and we thought it couldn’t be
done, Dick knew how to move something large and bulky
like an airplane fuselage and wings and was first to volunteer
his truck and trailer.

What he has done for me is a hard to show complete appreciation. Especially having me flying his first Piet (short for
Pietenpol) in lose formation with him flying his round motor
Piet to the Piet fly-in at Brodhead, WI and back. That trip
was quite a story of flying adventures, the memory of which
will be a highlight of my flying experiences.”

He volunteered to let us start a Chapter 25 Pietenpol Air
Camper airplane build project, an airplane designed and built
in the 1930’s by Bernard Pietenpol from Cherry Grove, MN,
in his Crystal Airport hangar. He supplied the space, tools
and expertise. Although Dick had already built Pietenpols,
he would stand back quietly and watch 12 of us, or so, try to
stay organized and productive. When we floundered from
lack of direction, we would say, “Dick, help!” He would then
take charge and help us make more progress in the last ½
hour than we had the previous 2 hours.

Another member wrote:
“I remember when Dick first showed up at a Chapter 25
meeting years ago, under the radar in his typical, low-key
way. I believe that he was just starting out on his first
Pietenpol project, and was aware that there were members
with a great deal of airplane building experience in the
Chapter. As such, I figured that he was just tipping his toes
into his first project -- WRONG! I soon learned that he was
teaching woodworking at an airplane convention in Florida
called Sun N Fun, demonstrating the building all kinds of
airplane sections. Then of course we saw his P-bird in progress -- oh yeah, with a radial engine nonetheless! Then I
saw his finished Pietenpol and got to see him fly it and make
the cover page of SPORT AVIATION, EAA’s monthly magazine.

Dick was also a true American patriot, proud to share videos
with us of U.S. warbirds demonstrating their capabilities.
I would like to share statements other Ch. 25 members have
written about Dick:
“I greatly appreciate and have the highest regard for his contributions to the homebuilt aircraft movement and friendship.
Around us he had an easy mannerism about him that I liked.
So sad that he isn't around anymore.

Answer to Final Approach Quiz

Then, when I was chapter president, we were casting about
looking for a new venue for our Chapter Xmas party. Dick
invited me over to his house for dinner to see his place.
Joanie put on a beautiful dinner and they both treated me
like family. By then he was in the middle of leading the
Chapter Pietenpol build project, never seeming to crave any
kind of acknowledgement for all that he did. What a terrible
loss this is to all of us!”

(See page 3)

Clements was convinced that the elevator was not structurally strong enough and was experiencing slight bending or deflection in flight. Upon landing, broken pencil
leads would’ve been a cheap way to prove the bending
of the control surface in flight. The leads he used were
found to be intact, because, unbeknownst to him, a
structures employee had added stiffeners to the elevator
before his flight.

Here is yet another Chapter member’s offering:
“I can't believe he's gone. He was a contributing Chapter
25 member who offered his assistance to others whenever
asked. At our last Chapter meeting in May, Dick handed me
the cover-page of his beautiful Pietenpol from the Sport
Aviation magazine. That image is now posted on “Builder’s
Wall” in the Chapter hangar along with the photos of Chapter members' home-built aircraft.

http://airfactsjournal.com/2012/08/designing-thecessna-180/?
utm_source=airfacts&utm_medium=email

(Continued on page 7)
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Next Chapter Meeting: Wed, June 17th
Young Eagle Events: June 20th
contact Kris Olson (see p2) if you can volunteer

Aircraft Insurance and Hangar Insurance

Flight Lines

Contact: Kevin Gruys at 952‐890‐1124
email: gruys@aircraft‐marine.com
www.aircraft‐marine.com

(From page 2)

Both aircraft are temporarily stored at the BSAEC while these
gentlemen make ready a shop area where they will complete
their building activities. It’s wonderful to see the Chapter 25
homebuilding heritage continue and it will be fun to get progress
reports on both of these projects.

Red Wing Soaring Association
Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors

It’s hard to believe but AirVenture is little more than one month
away. We will attempt to have a gathering area at the campground this year so we can visit and share the OSH experience
together. Stay tuned for more information on this subject.

Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org

Fly high and I hope to see you at the BSAEC next Wednesday.

Tribute to Dick Navratil
(Continued from page 6)

I remember a few years ago when the Chapter traveled to Dick's
hangar to hear his Pietenpol's radial engine's startup. As I remember, Dick was grinning as he hit the starter...
Dick was passionate about flying, and he was a craftsman. A
few years ago, I remember finding Dick and his Pietenpol on
display at the Air Venture Airplane Conference in Oshkosh, WI.
He and his Piet were often surrounded by a large crowd of interested folks that year. Dick was answering all the questions
about his Pietenpol, being very detailed and encouraging. It
was Dick's nature to offer assistance, advice and answers to
anyone who wanted to learn more, and he took great joy in doing so.”
And finally, just a couple more short quotes:
“Dick’s name would be near the top of the many people who
have ‘put back’ far more than they have taken.

(Continued on page 8)
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Tribute to
Dick Navratil

Apple Ford Shakopee

800-737-0489

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

(Continued from page 7)

If you knew him well or not, in the
final measure, he was just a simple
easy going guy, a joy to spend time
with on a sunny day at the airport.

One Low Price.

Check out the
2015 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.
Always!

In the times ahead, there will be many quiet hours in the shop,
alone, long after dark, where I will remember the hours spent in his
company, the sound of his voice, his humor and stories, and he will
not seem so far away. And in those times I will take out my collection of memories of Dick and give thanks for how much richer my
life is to have known him.”
In closing, you can see that Dick was a well-liked, extremely active
Chapter member. He was very generous with his talents, time and
resources in support of Chapter activities. His love of aviation was
always apparent. The good ones are not supposed to leave us so
soon. He will be greatly missed, but his spirit will always remain
with us of Chapter 25.

Family Day Photos

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.

(Continued from page 3)

ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619
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www.newrichmond-insurance.com

