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The “Latest Weather Report” Indicated That
Conditions Were Below Landing Minimums
Lt. Col. Lou Martin USAF (ret.)

In 1969, I was an Air Force Lieutenant Colonel and chief pilot for a
Douglas C-133 Cargo Master Squadron in Dover AFB, Delaware. The
C-133, which I flew for 4,700 hours,
was a large four-engine turboprop with a 180-foot wingspan, carried 18,000 gallons of fuel, powered
by four engines of 7,500 hp each and
cruised at 300 mph. It had a maximum takeoff weight of 282,000 lbs, a
90-foot long cargo compartment and
cost ten million dollars to build
(about 75 mil- (Continued on page 4)

By Randy Corfman, President

The Minnesota Pilots Association was established in
April of 2013 by a number of people who felt strongly
about the need for an organization that represented the
interests of pilots and aviation enthusiasts in our state.
“Say Intentions”
Feb meeting, Jan minutes
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We recognize the importance of the Minnesota Seaplane
Pilots Association, as well as the EAA and AOPA. Further, the FAAST and MNDOT are active governmental
organizations which are good resources for pilots. There
are many pilots, however, who “fall through the cracks”
in that they are not owners of aircraft, or are not builders
of aircraft, but have a distinct need for representation and
an important role in shaping aviation in Minnesota. We
feel the Minnesota Pilots Association can meet the need
of bringing all pilots together through advocacy, education, outreach and social events.
Many of us have attended or presented at
a number of excellent aviation confer-
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Great MN Aviation Gathering
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“Say Intentions”
-an update from Kim V. (Gudgeon Pin)
Johnson, EAA Chapter 25 President

Wasn’t

it inspiring to hear instructor
Dan Lutgen, and two students, Brandon
Stripling and Leah Schmitt, from the Canby
High School Aviation Dept. tell us how they
won the General Aviation Manufacturer Association (GAMA) virtual aviation design
challenge and an expenses paid trip to help
build two airplanes in two weeks under Glasair’s two weeks to taxi (TWTT) program.
Thank you Dan for mentoring these kids and to the Canby High School Board of Education for paying for these kids’ lodging expenses so that they could come a day early
to speak at our meeting and for supporting their interest in aviation.
Also, thank you to Dr. Randle S. Corfman for deferring much of his presentation so
that these kids could tell us their story. He was just as interested as we were to let
these kids share their excitement. Remember to put March 21-22, 2014 on your calendars for the Minnesota Pilots Association’s first annual Great Minnesota Aviation
Gathering at the Golden Wings Air Museum at KANE. You can register for the MN
Pilot’s Assoc. and get more information about the organization and the Aviation Gathering at http://www.mnpilots.org. The Minnesota Pilots Association’s aim is to serve
as an organization which brings together members of EAA, AOPA, flying clubs, 99's,
etc., in order to generate a more active voice in matters pertaining to pilots and general
aviation in Minnesota. (Wasn’t Dr. Corfman a dead ringer for our own Mark Kolesar?
Mark, when I met Randy I was sure that was really you championing this worthy effort).
One of the things I have learned from my association with Ch. 25 members is my lack
of knowledge of aircraft models. So, in the spirit of the Winter Olympics, we will
have a Post WWII Air Force Airplane Identification and Fun Facts Game Night at our
Chapter Meeting on the 19th this month. Come prepared for the thrill of victory and
the agony of defeat.

Minneapolis/St. Paul

Visit our website at eaa25.org
President

Kim V. Johnson 651-238-6010
kvince989@gmail.com
Vice President

Ned Lebens 952-567-3329
nlebens@gmail.com
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Gordon Duke
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Jeff Coffey
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Don’t forget to bring a package of: pre-cooked brats, hot dogs, hamburgers, buns,
condiments, deli salads, beans, chili, chips, cookies, plastic utensils, paper plates, cups
and paper towels, soft drinks and water and bring them to the Chapter meeting. We
will need a couple of volunteers to cook.
Every Wednesday evening that there is not a Chapter meet-

(Continued on page 8)
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Pete Gavin 612-866-6676
petegavin@comcast.net
Young Eagle Coordinator

Kris Olson 651-675-6826
ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Technical Counselors

Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993
rwxstein@comcast.net
Peter Denny 763-529-5325
peterthepilot99@gmail.com
Ami Sela* 612-860-3734
selaami@comcast.net
* also flight advisor

This Month: Wed Evening Feb 19th—BSAEC at Airlake
Grill on at 6pm, Meeting starts at 7pm
Please bring something to share: pre-cooked brats, hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments, deli salads, beans, chili, chips, cookies, plastic utensils, paper plates, cups and
napkins, soft drinks and water. We also need a couple volunteers to cook!
Program: In the spirit of the Winter Olympics, we will have a Post WWII Air
Force Airplane Identification and Fun Facts Game Night at our Chapter Meeting on
the 19th this month. Come prepared for the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat.
Saturday Mar 15th Young Eagles at Airlake, 9 am. To volunteer to
help with young eagles, contact Kris Olson: 651-675-6826 ksimpson2@yahoo.com
Fri/Sat Mar 21-22 Great MN Aviation Gathering at Golden Wings
Air Museum, Anoka Airport. See page 6.
Runway

Directions to BSAEC (Chapter Hangar at Airlake): South on I-35 to

Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and
South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel
or India Lane. If the surface is firm, please park on space between hangars.
EAA Chapter 25
Meeting Minutes for Wednesday 15 January 2014
Presiding Officer, Kim Johnson, President
Bert Sisler Aviation Education Center at Airlake Airport, Min‐
nesota

Also on the program was Dr. Randle Corfman who
spoke on aviation medical issues and on the newly formed
Minnesota Pilots Association (www.mnpilots.org). He also
invited us to the first Annual Great Minnesota Aviation
Gathering to be held at Anoka County Blaine Airport (Janes
Field) on March 21 and 22, 2014. Dr. Corfman’s time was
cut a little short, so President Kim Johnson extended him an
open invitation to return sometime in the future.

The meeting was called to order by Kim Johnson, Presi‐
dent, who recognized guests and welcomed members. Lou
Martin led the pledge of allegiance and the chapter observed
a moment of silence in honor of those who served our coun‐
try. Chapter member Wayne Camp was remembered.

There being no further old or new business, President
Johnson adjourned the meeting.
Submitted by Gordon Duke, Secretary

The Treasurer’s Report was passed around to members.
Kris Olson reported on Young Eagles. Due to low interest dur‐
ing the cold winter, the Saturday 18 January 2014 Young Ea‐
gles flight was cancelled. Thanks were given to Kris Olson for
coordinating the food and to Gary Steiner for cooking.

Final Approach Trivia Quiz

Ned Lebens, Vice President, introduced instructor Dan
Lutgen who supervised the GAMA project competition. Dan
later gave a presentation along with Canby High School stu‐
dents, Leah Schmitt and Brandon Stripling. The presentation
was on their winning entry into the GAMA competition
whereby the students modified an x‐plane design to achieve a
balanced goal of speed, weight and fuel burn. By winning,
the students were invited to attend the Glasair Two Week
Build Program in Seattle WA where they assisted in the con‐
struction of two Glasair airplanes.

from John Schmidt

What major modification did WWII designers pro‐
pose, and flight test, for Britain's V‐12, 1,185hp
Hawker Hurricane, to increase take‐off and climb
(to battle altitude) performance, with no loss of
cruise or top speed?
Answer on page 7

3

ON FINAL FEBRUARY 2014

“Latest Weather Report”
(From Page 1)

lion today). In spite of its notorious reputation, it provided
wide-ranging combat cargo support during the Vietnam
War. An essential mission was airlifting five Bell UH-1
Huey helicopters to battle beleaguered Qui Nhon Airport and returning battle damaged ones to the U.S. (See
photo at right.)
However, by 1968 there were an increasing number of
Lockheed C-141 four-engine jet transports providing combat cargo support, thereby allowing C-133s to fly oversize
cargo loads (that could not be carried in C-141s or C-130s)
to remote parts of the world. I flew a radar van to Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia with en route stops at Torejon, Spain, Teheran, Iran and Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The 7,656 foot elevation of Addis Ababa Airport required almost 9,000 feet of
runway during the departure takeoff, even with a near empty
aircraft.

C-133 on ramp next to 5 Huey UH-1 helicopters
that will be loaded and flown to Vietnam.

Approximately 120 miles north we were flying at night in
dense clouds, numerous rain showers and occasional distant
lightning. The weather appeared to be a typical series of
tropical rain showers that move back and forth near the
equator producing changeable weather conditions. Therefore, I figured that if the weather was below landing minimums when we arrived overhead we could expect to hold
for a relatively short period before commencing an approach. About this time, our VOR navigation receiver came
alive so I assumed I would be able to contact the airport
on VHF.

Another interesting mission was flying a U.S. Navy radar
unit to Christchurch, New Zealand by way of Pago Pago,
American Samoa. The unit because of its momentous
weight did not allow for the carrying of sufficient fuel to fly
to a distant alternate if weather conditions were not immediately suitable for landing in Samoa. The alternative plan was
to carry enough fuel to hold overhead for up to three hours.
Our flight plan would have us arriving at night and even
though the Airport was listed as a dawn to dusk operation its
radio navigation facilities affirmed it to be operational 7/24.
Five hours after departing Hawaii, we were flying at 24,000
feet in clear air over a tranquil South Pacific Ocean.

My first radio call generated an unhurried response from a
discernible male Samoan who had a peculiar accent. I asked
him, “What is your latest weather?” After a short pause he
came back with, “Three hundred foot overcast and one mile
visibility in heavy rain. You are cleared to descend to 20,000
feet and cleared for a VOR approach at pilot’s discretion.
There are no other reported aircraft in the area.” The reported “latest weather” conditions indicated a ceiling and
visibility well below our landing minimums so I planned to
hold overhead at 20,000 feet while awaiting an anticipated
improvement. After descending to 20,000 feet, we were
still in solid overcast.

When about four hours and 1,000 miles North of Pago
Pago we were flying over the equator and noted that we
were all “Pollywogs” (those who have never crossed the
equator). My copilot, navigator, two flight engineers and
load master gathered in the cockpit and held an improvised
initiation ceremony even though we did not have any garbage to crawl though, fresh eggs to break over our heads or
a “Shellback” (someone who had crossed the equator before) to officiate the ceremony. We just shook hands and
hoped that King Neptune would acknowledge our subdued
ceremony 24,000 feet above his vast domain.

I reduced power, entered a two-minute holding pattern and
about every ten minutes repeated my request for the “latest
weather” from the airport operator. However, each time I did
he came back with the same ominous report. After holding
for one hour and the reported “latest weather” did not indicate any improvement, I stared to become concerned. I told
my copilot to take control of the aircraft and to continue flying in the holding pattern while I got up from my seat to
confer with the navigator. We methodically examined his
navigation charts to see it there were any airports we could
divert to with our remaining two hours of fuel. Tahiti, was
the only suitable airport but at
(Continued on page 5)

When about 500 miles north, a multi-colored tropical sun
was setting and the flight up to this point had been uneventful. I had not flown this far south before nor had I been to
the Samoa Islands so I was excited about what adventure
may lie ahead. I attempted to obtain the current Pago Pago
weather using our HF radio but the reception due to ionosphere propagation problems this close to the equator made
the reception indecipherable. I figured, I would have to wait
until I could contact the airport on our VHF line-of-sight
radio when about 100 miles out.
ON FINAL FEBRUARY 2014

4

“Latest Weather Report”
(Continued from Page 4)

1200 nautical miles distance it was beyond our fuel range. I
had to come up with a divergent option to solve our impending problem.
The non-precision VOR approach for Pago Pago is quite
demanding, as there is a 400 foot hill about two miles from
the approach end of the runway and several aircraft had previously crashed including a PAA B-707. Because of this
threat, the landing minimums were higher than most nonprecision approaches and certainly higher then the reported
“latest weather” conditions. Since, I had never landed at Pago
Pago, I figured that it might require two or three approaches
before I could safely descend below the published minimums
and make a successful landing.

View of remains of C-133 that ditched in the Pacific Ocean in
1967. Lou was the pilot investigator for this accident.

comic book. I asked him for the latest airport weather. He
put down his comic book, grabbed a clipboard hanging on
the wall and read, “Three hundred foot overcast and one
mile visibility in heavy rain,” and went back to reading his
comic book. Shocked, I told him that the present weather
conditions were broken clouds, good visibility and only light
rain. With obvious disgust, I asked him why when I repeatedly requested the latest weather he gave me such a gloomy
report. He shrugged his shoulders while smugly stating,
“Captain, you asked me several times for the latest weather
and I gave you what the latest weather report the weather
office reported three hours ago before they closed their shop
for the day. If you had requested the present weather, I
would have gone outside and taken a look even though I am
not a certified weather observer.” He then went back to
reading his comic book.

With this in mind, I computed how much fuel it would require for three VOR approaches, plus a 30-minute reserve, if I
could not locate the runway, for setting up a last-ditch plan of
making a hazardous power-on night ditching in the ocean. I
added this required amount to our fuel onboard and figured
that we could hold for another 30 minutes before we would
have to start down, regardless of the reported “latest weather”
conditions. I studied the VOR approach chart until I had
every element of it committed to memory. Approaching the
30-minute bewitching hour, I directed, as a safety precaution,
that all crew members don life vests, conducted a simulated
crew ditching procedure, reduced power on all four engines,
took a deep breath and started an expedited descent from
20,000 feet.
During the initial phase of the descent, we flew through
scattered rain showers and observed occasional distant lightning but encountered only light turbulence. As we descended
through 12,000 feet, the rain and lightning abated and suddenly at 9,000 feet, the airport runway lights were visible. I
put the aircraft into a tight descending spiral while keeping
the runway in sight. I was not sure of how large the break in
the clouds was that we were flying in since all surrounding
quadrants contained menacing looking black rain clouds and
lightning flashes. I had no problem in keeping the runway in
sight and by the time we reached 4,000 feet the lights from
the nearby city and surrounding hills were also visible. I flew
a normal VFR downwind leg, lowered the landing gear and
flaps and turned onto a base leg. As I did, the intimidating red
rotating beacon on top of the 400-foot hill short of the runaway was clearly visible. I made an uneventful smooth wet
runway landing and taxied to the parking ramp void of any
ramp personnel to assist us. After completing an engine shutdown my copilot and I walked across a deserted ramp to a
small building, which appeared to be the operations office.

Ever since this enlightening incident I never request just
the “latest weather” but specify a weather report for a specific time. Moreover, if questionable weather is reported I
request the time that the observation was made. Had I done
this when landing at Pago Pago I would have more hair and
saved the taxpayers two hours of fuel?
There were no U.S. military contacts in Samoa, so I decided that we would take two nights of crew rest to allow for
some sightseeing. We rented two straw-covered beach bungalows and spent the next day exploring the area. Two days
later we departed for Christchurch, New Zealand, 2000
miles further south.
After landing at Christchurch, a U.S. Air Force officer informed us that our electronic radar unit would be off loaded
and shipped to McMurdo Sound, Antarctica on a U.S. Navy
ship. He added that we were authorized 24 hours crew rest
before heading back to the United States. Since this was our
first visit to New Zealand my crew was looking to me to
come up with an excuse that would

We walked into a windowless room occupied by a casually
dressed man sitting before a radio console and reading a

(Continued on page 6)
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“Latest Weather Report”

MN Pilot’s Association

(Continued from Page 5)

(Continued from Page 1)

allow us two or three days of sightseeing. The flight engineers
suggested that we fabricate a mechanical problem, which would
take a couple days to fix. However, we all agreed that this was
not a truthful choice. It was up to me to manufacture a more realistic acceptable plan.
I suggested to our Air Force contact that instead of offloading
the van and shipping it to Antarctica by a surface ship why not
let us fly it to Williams Field in McMurdo Station. He thought
that this was a good idea but indicated that he did not have the
authority to authorize it on his own. However, he would send a
message to MAC Headquarters, in Scott AFB requesting permission and would let us know when he received their response. In
the meantime, we could remain in Christchurch.
My plan to spend a few extra days in New Zealand worked like
a charm. I knew that the message sent to MAC Headquarters
would not arrive until Saturday morning (their time) so it would
not be reviewed until Monday morning. Three days later our Air
Force representative informed us that MAC Headquarters had not
approved our request. (This was exactly the response I expected.
I did not anticipate that the Air Force would authorize the possibility of having a notorious C-133 stuck in Antarctica. In addition, even if they had approved the flight, I would have been personally apprehensive in making it when considering the potential
problems it could possibility cause.)
After three days of sightseeing and enjoying the warm hospitality of New Zealanders, we flew an uneventful flight back to the
United States.

ences, such as annual events like the Montana Aviation
Conference and the Alaska Airmens Aviation Tradeshow and Conference. We have returned to Minnesota
and felt a significant void present by the lack of such an
annual conference in our state. Out of this concern has
emerged the concept of an annual gathering of pilots and
aviation enthusiasts during the Spring, when we are often wishing for the Winter to end (like this year!), thinking of getting out and exercising the privilege of flight.
The first annual Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering
will provide an opportunity to come together to celebrate aviation. This event will be highlighted by a number of terrific presentations for pilots that we have called
“Hangar Flying”, in which we focus on piloting skills,
safety aspects of flying and topics which will help us
come out of the doldrums of shoveling snow and back
into the cockpit. Before and after the hangar flying sessions will be exhibits of aviation-related products and
organizations.
We hope you will join not only the Minnesota Pilots
Association (with free admission to the Gathering), but
also join us at the Great Minnesota Aviation Gathering.

GREAT MINNESOTA
AVIATION GATHERING

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

www.mnpilots.org
info@mnpilots.org
612.231.2153
www.facebook.com/mnpilots
ANOKA

See over 30 aviation exhibitors
Participate in FAA Safety Seminars
Sit in on many different aviation forums
Meet with pilots from across the state
Tour the Golden Wings Museum

Lou next to his Japanese crew when flying for Japan
Airlines in 1978.. The flight attendant standing next to him
became his wife in 1982.

Friday, March 21st, 9am to 9pm
Saturday, March 22nd, 9am to 4pm

The above article is an edited excerpt from my book
“Close Encounters with Pilot’s Grim Reaper.”

Admission $5.00 per person - per day
· Free to MNPilots members
and attendees 18 and under

Contact Lou at pilotlou@aol.com EAA 514678
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Stuff for Sale/Wanted
Wanted: Your dusty old VFR instruments for my Pietenpol project. Please contact Ned Lebens 952-567-3329 or nlebens@gmail.com
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Ellison EFS-2 Throttle Body Injector
don schlais <d.schlais@hotmail.com> 763-479-8228
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Aviation Books. Oldies, classics, some brand-new,
some autographed. Inexpensive! Cutting down my library. I can
e-mail a listing. Noel Allard. nallard@unitelc.com.

Answer to Final Approach Quiz

(See page 3)

Red Wing Soaring Association
Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors

They made it into a biplane, with an extra top wing, intended
to be jettisoned, along with the struts, in flight. Britain's Hillson Aircraft, had no official support from government, so they
financed, designed and built a 200 hp prototype of a smaller
test aircraft, the Bi-Mono, with a detachable upper, wing in
just seven weeks. After an actual jettison of the top wing in
flight (over the ocean), designers scaled up their effort to the
Hurricane and test-flew it (although without actual jettison of
the top wing). Performance gains did not outweigh the costs
of building another wing (along with the risks of the in-flight
jettison), and the idea was dropped.

Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org

Hillson F.40 (a.k.a. F.H.40)
A full-scale version of the Hills & Son Bi-mono slip-wing
Biplane/monoplane, using a Hawker Hurricane Mk I returned
from Canada as RCAF ser no 321 (RAF serial L1884). Taxi
and flight trials carried out at RAF (HYPERLINK "http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Sealand") Sealand during May
1943, and at the Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Establishment, (HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Aeroplane_and_Armament_Experimental_Establishment")
Boscombe Down from September 1943. The upper wing was
not released in flight before the program was terminated due
to poor performance.
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Chapter Events

Apple Ford Shakopee

800-737-0489

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

Feb 19th Chapter Mtg at BSAEC, 6 pm
(see page 3 for map & directions)
Mar 15th Young Eagles at Airlake
contact Kris Olson (see p2) if you can
volunteer
Mar 21-22 Great MN Aviation Gathering
Golden Wings Air Museum, KANE

One Low Price.

Check out the
2014 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.
Always!

Future meetings 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18,

7/16, 8/20, 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 1/21, 2/18

“Say Intentions”

from page 2

ing, there is a Chapter 25 Pietenpol building project in which
you can participate. We start at 6:00 pm at Dale Johnson’s
workshop in Burnsville. Come ready to work and we’ll give you
a task to do in the building of a Pietenpol Air Camper. Find a
Piet builder to talk to if you have questions about this.
CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

There is no lack of opportunities for involvement in Chapter 25
activities. We will work it out so that you can participate at your
own level of availability. We are looking for a Food Coordinator, a BSAEC hangar maintenance task force, newsletter writers
(write a story about an aviation experience or an interview someone about their aviation interest) and a librarian.

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

Four of my goals for Chapter 25 continue to be:

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

•

Encourage Chapter 25 membership by young men and
women with an interest in aviation.

•

Encourage younger members to get actively involved in
Chapter 25 activities.

•

Have all members get to know each other better.

•

Perpetuate the Chapter 25 Mission of furthering interest
in building custom aircraft and supporting all with an
interest in aviation by sharing our knowledge and experience.

“Live rich, die poor; never make the mistake of doing it the
other way 'round."
--Walter Annenberg, American publisher,
philanthropist and diplomat

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619
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www.newrichmond-insurance.com

