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Young Eagle Update

By Bill Brown

Chapter

25's Young Eagles program is off to a slow
start for 2013. We did fly 20
kids in January so it was certainly worth doing.
Luckily we got started
early as the wind came up
later in the morning and
might have forced us to quit
but all the kids managed a
good flight experience before that happened.
I say "we" but I was unable to be there due to a funeral. My thanks to John
(Continued on page 4)

Piet Group Progress
by Pat Halligan

E very

Wednesday evening
(except the third Wednesday of the
month) the Piet group has been
meeting at Dale Johnson's house.
Dale has a workshop out back of his
house and that is where we have
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been working on the Piet's fuselage. Members like Peter
Denny, Norm Tesmar, Chris
Bobka, Greg Cardinal, Jim
Fischer, Pat and Kevin Halligan,
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“Say Intentions”
-an update from Kim V. Johnson,
EAA Chapter 25 President

At our Chapter meeting on the 20

th

this
month, Ray Peterson will tell us about his
experiences as a Flight Engineer on a B-17
during WWII. In the little bit I have talked
with Ray, every sentence makes me more
intrigued to hear more of the story. We
haven’t been able to finish one yet. Ray told
me that he may have forgotten a couple of
details of the events that occurred 68 years ago. Well, I told him, I am almost that old
and I know I have forgotten enough already. But somehow, we remember experiences
that brought us close to eternity. We have to hear these stories live before the opportunities leave us to what has been written. See page 6 for some background on Ray.
Besides the Young Eagles on the 16th, some members attended the Log Cabin Ski
Plane Fly-In in Mondovi, WI on the 17th. John Schmidt will be a station leader at St.
Olaf’s Annual Fly-in event in Tostrud Athletic Center from 1 – 3 pm on the 23rd. He
expects to teach about 40 kids.
I had the opportunity of attending MN Aviation Day at the Capital on January 30th.
About 100 supporters of the aviation community in Minnesota met at the State Capital
to visit with their State Representatives and Senators to let them know how important
aviation is to our local economy. The event was sponsored by the Minnesota Business
Aviation Association. One of the biggest concerns raised was the trend toward closing
aviation programs at our education institutions.
I also had the opportunity of touring the Minneapolis Air Route Traffic Control Center
in Farmington, MN. Heather McNevin, Air Traffic Control Specialist, FAA Safety
Team Representative and aerobatics pilot gave a wonderful presentation and tour.
Minneapolis Center is the 13th busiest of 22 Centers and MSP is the 11th busiest airport
in the US. Minneapolis Center has 6 areas with 6-8 sectors per area and includes: 29
Towers, 210 airports, 16 radars, 179 radio frequencies, 60 phone connections and 300
Control Specialists.
The Control Specialists are busy and we all know they can talk awfully fast. They
monitor 4 computer screens, 4 radio frequencies, use their left hand to key their mic's
and their right hand to punch keys, operate a computer mouse and write on their flight
plan strips. I got an opportunity to sit with Leonard, who was controlling 3 sectors
from about Kearney, NE to Mason City, IA. Needless to say, I was overwhelmed.
Heather quipped that she had to train herself to listen to 3 conversations at a time,
which can be advantageous (or a detriment) at a dinner party. Sign up for one of the
two tours per month on the FAASafety.gov web site. You have to look ahead on the
website. You cannot wait for an e-mail because the tours of 12 persons fill up fast.
You will find it to be well worth your time.
(Continued on page 8)
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Visit our website at eaa25.org
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This Month: Wed Evening Feb 20th—BSAEC at Airlake
Grill on at 6pm, Meeting starts at 7pm
Please bring something to share: pre-cooked brats, hot dogs, hamburgers,
condiments, deli salads, beans, chili, chips, cookies, plastic utensils, paper
plates, cups and napkins.

Program: Ray Peterson will be telling us of his experiences as a Flight Engineer
on a B-17 during WWII. See page 6 for some background on Ray.
Saturday March 16th Young Eagles at Airlake, 9 am.
To volunteer to help with young eagles, contact Bill Brown: 952-432-4231
Saturday April 20th — Dale Johnson induction into MN Aviation Hall of
Fame. Mark the date and send in your reservations now! Download the reservation
form from http://www.mnaviationhalloffame.org/pdf/hof_reservation2013.pdf

Runway

The banquet will be held at the Ramada Mall of America, 2300 American Blvd in Bloomington, just north of the Mall of America. Social hour at 4:45pm, banquet seating at 6:15pm.
Directions to BSAEC (Chapter Hangar at Airlake): South on I-35 to Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg

Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel or India Lane. If the surface is firm, please park on space between hangars.

Dick Navratil spoke about Saint Joseph’s home for children, a charity home for children.

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2013

Lou Martin read an excerpt from his book “Close Encounters with the Pilots Grimm Reaper” it described a
humorous event during the Christmas season in 1950
when he was a 2nd Lieutenant in Germany.

Presiding Officer: Kim Johnson
Location: Bert Sisler Aviation Education Center at
Airlake Airport
Business Meeting Discussions
Lou Martin led the pledge of allegiance.

Program

Kim Johnson asked for a moment of silence for all who
serve and have served.

Steve Schultz, one of the principals of ION Aircraft,
gave a presentation about their new aircraft.

Kim Johnson thanked the food coordinator for tonight
Matt Born.

Submitted by: Paul Brown

Guests: Robert H, Wayne Jarvi, Roy, Paul Randall, Matt
Simpson
Kris Olson said that she has about 30 renewals outstanding. She has new membership forms and name tag
information.

Final Approach Trivia Quiz
from John Schmidt

The treasurer’s report shows cash balance of $12,160 as
of 1-16-13.

"172" is the model number for Cessna's ubiquitous piston single, and "310" is the model number of
Cessna's hot-rod twin. What is the model number for
Cessna's only 4-engine airplane?

Kim Johnson and Ned Lebens handed out award certificates and pins.
There will be a Young Eagles event this Saturday
1/11/13.

Answer on page 6
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YE Update
(From Page 1)

Koser who ran with the ball when I
passed it to him. We have a great team.
Finding kids to fly at this time of year is
especially difficult and I appreciate any
help I get. Some members have put extra
effort into finding kids who would enjoy
the experience. Especially Kris Olson.
Thanks!
I am asking members to try and help
locate kids who would enjoy a ride,
maybe become EAA members, maybe
even pilots! Think about your resources.
Church groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
grandchildren, the kids next door, school
groups. Get me a contact, I'll take it
from there.
And Think Spring!!

—Bill
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Piet Group

(From Page 1)

Kim Johnson, Kris Olson, Pat Hoyt, Steve
Schmidt, Bob Poore, John Schmidt and a
few names I've missed, have enjoyed
Dale's hospitality and knowledge as the
Piet takes shape. We did the majority of
the work on the Piet's wings at Dick
Navratil's hangar over the past 18 months
and those wings are now at our chapter
hangar.
At Dales place we have been working on
the seats, turtle deck, control surfaces and
a number of other pieces for the plane.
Dale surprises us with a few of his own
tricks. A good example was last week
when I showed up, he said look at the lathe
and there was a beautiful control stick, still
on the machine, that he had made for us. A
week earlier we had been discussing
whether to have a metal or wood control
stick. I made the comment that I thought
wood, would be better. Dale must have
heard us and wanted to show us what true
craftsmanship looks like.
The Piet owners can't thank Dick, Dale
and all the members who show up to help
build the airplane, enough. The airplane is
going to be very busy, someday, giving
rides to all who helped build it. Whether
you want to help build or just watch it being built, you are welcome to stop by
Dale's house on a Wednesday evening.
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Ray Peterson - our Feb Speaker

Flying at Chelveston, England:
When flying a mission they
would be called at 1 o’clock, then
the truck would pick them up, and
they would eat at 2 o’clock at the
mess hall. Then they were briefed
on the mission and they never
knew where they were going until
they told them then. They drew
their equipment, went out to the
plane, checked the plane over, checked the guns over, and at
5:30 the first plane would be taking off. They took off thirty
seconds apart, so in eighteen minutes they had thirty-six
bombers in the air. In the 305th Bomb Group there were four
squadrons and three squadrons flew a mission, so twelve in
each squadron would fly. That’s thirty-six. They carried quite
a few spare airplanes because there were always some that
were shot up or else couldn’t fly because there was some
malfunction, and so forth. …

Here are few excerpts from a profile of Ray found at
https://sites.google.com/site/8thafhsmn/pictures/ray-peterson-f
Check out the website—it contains a lot of great stories from
Ray’s experience in WWII.
Ray H. Peterson, T/Sgt, B-17G Flight Engineer/Top Turret
Gunner, United States Army Air Forces, Eighth Air Force,
305th Bomb Group, 366th Bomb Squadron, Airbase:
Chelveston, England. 26 missions. Time in Service: 1943-45.
Early Life: Ray Peterson was born and grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota. From about 11 years of age, he had always
planned on going into the Air Force. As a kid, Ray built model
airplanes anywhere up to 86 inches in wing span. … The model
planes didn’t have any control systems like they have now, but
they were working on it. They were starting to put timers on the
model airplanes and drop parachutes with little imitation human
beings on them. They were starting to work with some of that
when WWII started.

The First Dresden Mission: …His first mission to Dresden
was on the 15th of February 1945. At that time there were
usually thirty-six airplanes taking off in a bomb group. His
squadron was taking off in quite a bit of fog that morning,
and he got into the air safely. They were thirteenth out of
thirty-six airplanes.

Enlistment: Ray enlisted when he was 17, and the Air Force,
or Army Air Corps, as it was called at that time, let him finish
high school. If you were drafted, the Army took you right
away. He graduated from Central High School in 1943 and he
had never flown in an airplane.

The plane behind him crashed into his barracks and wiped out
the site. The plane was loaded with bombs and gasoline and
the whole thing exploded and blew apart. One of his buddies
was sleeping in the barracks and hadn’t flown a mission and
was killed. The next two airplanes behind that one crashed
and blew up outside the airbase. So the next three airplanes
behind him crashed.

He took his Basic Training, did some schooling at the University of Minnesota, and then he went to Preflight School at Santa
Anna, California. …
Flight Engineering: In 1943, flight engineering was about six
months of schooling, and he took that at Amarillo, Texas.
When he got through school as a flight engineer, he had a wide
knowledge of the mechanisms and functions of a B-17. He
knew and understood all parts of the plane, such as the engines,
landing gear, wings, and fuselage. He went to school eight
hours a day, five days a week. It was also his job to operate the
top turret guns.

This was one of the worst days during his time in service.
Non-combat crashes were not common but they occurred. He
didn’t know of the crashes until he came back. . Ray believed
that the accidents were probably due to the fact they had a lot
of fog, so it was a lot of instrument flying on takeoff. Afterwards he was told that the rest of the planes did not take off.
He doesn’t know if that is true or not. When they got back
that night they had no place to sleep. A friend of his who was
a photographer took pictures after the accident, which Ray
has a copy of. The photographer also included a picture of
two planes at another time crashing over the air base. All that
can be seen is just a black powder in the air because they literally blew apart. As Ray puts it, “It was kind of a dangerous
occupation, flying.” …
V-E Day celebration: At the war’s end, their party at the airbase was unbelievable. The English don’t have much land.
They didn’t waste anything. Everything was cut off at the air
base. So there were all of these haystacks that they got off the
air base. Some of our boys went with flare guns and fired up
every haystack. They were wild, and, of course, the American
Air force had to pay for those haystacks. The farmers were
very upset.

The flight engineer was more or less responsible for the
enlisted men. He was a Tech Sergeant and he always carried
extra equipment, such as an extra parachute, oxygen masks,
medical kits, and so forth. If they flew to somewhere other than
their own air base, it was also his job to see that the plane was
fueled properly and everything was checked before they took
off again. He covered the whole system of the airplane. For instance, on a B-17 there were only two hydraulic items on the
airplane and those were the brakes and the cowl flaps. The rest
of the operations were electrical. .…
The 305th Bomb Group: Of the over sixty bomb groups, the

305th was one of the oldest. Curtis Lemay, later a General, was
a Colonel at the time that he trained them and took them over to
England in around perhaps January of 1942. He started them
out and his group flew a total of 480 missions. Very few bomb
groups flew that many.
ON FINAL FEBRUARY 2013
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Red Wing Soaring Association

Stuff for Sale/Wanted

Scenic Demonstration Rides and Memberships Available!
No prior aviation experience required
FAA Certified Flight Instructors

Wanted: Your dusty old VFR instruments for my Pietenpol project. Please
contact Ned Lebens 952-567-3329 or nlebens@gmail.com
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Located at Hangar H-1
L.O.SimenstadAirportOsceolaWI
Phone: 651-653-1631
Email: info@rwsa.org
Website: www.rwsa.org

Hangar Space: Heated hangar space available at Crystal, good lighting, and
bathroom. Home builders welcome. Have lots of tools available for use. “Free
welding if needed”. Call 763-494-6993, leave message if no answer.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Ellison EFS-2 Throttle Body Injector
don schlais <d.schlais@hotmail.com> 763-479-8228
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted: Hangar space to rent at Airlake for a Cessna 150. Please contact Mike
Tompos at mjtompos@yahoo.com or 507-301-1728.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Peter Denny: A friend of mine in Atlanta is very ill and he has to sell his
Cherokee 140. Please draw this to the attention of the membership.

http://cgi.ebay.com/ebaymotors/1975-Piper-Cherokee-PA-28-140-w150-hp-engine-/300790995248?
pt=Motors_Aircraft&hash=item46088a5930
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Aviation Books. Oldies, classics, some brand-new, some autographed. Inexpensive! Cutting down my library. I can e-mail a listing. Noel
Allard. nallard@unitelc.com.
———————————————————————————————

For Sale: MAGNATEK Model HH2p011 1/4 HP compressor with
spray gun and assortment of accessories. This equipment has been
hardly used. Anyone into model airplanes or art would find this an
asset. $100 ONO Contact Peter Denny 763-529-5325 or email
peterthepilot99@gmail.com

Answer to Final Approach Quiz
(See page 3)

The Cessna 620 was conceived as an executive transport with
design goals that included all-weather capabilities, a pressurized
and air-conditioned cabin, a multi-engine layout for safety, a
reasonable price and 8 to 10 seats. The project commenced in
September 1953, with first flight of the prototype, registered
N620E (construction number 620) on 11 August 1956, the test
pilots reporting that the aircraft had met its goals.
With the airlines set to re-equip with the then-new jet airliners,
Cessna management identified that surplus propeller-driven airliners would soon flood the used aircraft market, driving prices
down. A cost analysis indicated that the model 620 would be
smaller and cost more than the surplus airliners and thus was not
economically viable. The project was cancelled in October
1957, one aircraft having been completed.
http://www.iaopa.eu/mediaServlet/storage/gamag/dec10/p44-46.pdf
http://1000aircraftphotos.com/PRPhotos/Cessna620.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna_620
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Chapter Events

Apple Ford Shakopee

800-737-0489

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

Feb 20th Chapter Mtg at BSAEC, 6 pm
(see page 3 for map & directions)
Mar 16th Young Eagles at Airlake
Apr 20th Dale Johnson induction into
MN Aviation Hall of Fame (see p. 3)
Future meetings 3/20, 4/17, 5/15, 6/19,

One Low Price.

Check out the
2013 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.
Always!

7/17, 8/21, 9/18, 10/16, 11/20, 1/15, 2/19

“Say Intentions”

Continued from page 2

Every Wednesday evening that there is not a Chapter meeting, there
is a Chapter 25 Pietenpol building project in which you can participate. We start at 6:00 pm at Dale Johnson’s shop in Burnsville.
Come and we’ll give you a task to do in the building of a Pietenpol.
Find a Piet builder to talk to if you have questions about this. If
you can’t find one, let me know and I will help you.
Bring some food or a beverage to share to the Chapter meeting.
Next time you are at the grocery store, pick up an extra package of:
pre-cooked brats, hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments, deli salads,
beans, chili, chips, cookies, plastic utensils, paper plates, cups and
paper towels.
Want a way to get involved in Chapter 25 activities? I have a number of ways you can get involved. You get out of your Chapter participation what you put into it and then some. Participation is fulfilling. I have found that the more I participate in, the more enjoyment and fulfillment I receive. I am recruiting a food superintendent, newsletter writers, BSAEC Hangar Committee members and a
librarian. Come and talk to me about it or call or e-mail me. We
will work it so that you can participate at your own level of availability.

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

Four of my goals for Chapter 25:
Encourage Chapter 25 membership by young men and women
with an interest in aviation.
Encourage younger members to get actively involved in Chapter 25 activities.
Have all members get to know each other better.
Perpetuate the Chapter 25 Mission of furthering interest in
building custom aircraft and supporting all with an interest in
aviation by sharing our knowledge and experience.
“I still find each day too short for all the thoughts I want to
think, all the walks I want to take, all the books I want to
read, and all the friends I want to see."

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

--John Burroughs
American naturalist and essayist

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting!

Phone: 800-747-1619
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www.newrichmond-insurance.com

