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Young Eagle Update
by John Koser
Young Eagle Rally
July 19, 2008

With

32 Young Eagle candidates scheduled for this day, and
with WCCO television broadcasting positive news coverage Friday
evening at 6PM, 10PM, and Saturday morning, our total number of
Young Eagles flown was 52.
The WCCO news spots included
excellent footage of Paul Pankratz
Continued on Page 4

SPAM & Piets

Chris & Norm check out the
Jim Ladwig Piet now owned
by Vi Kapler at Eyota MN

Fly-out & around to Austin & Eyota
by Norm Tesmar & Pete Gavin

The first week in July, we got the call from
Chris Bobka for extra seats on a low and slow
flight to Austin for Sunday SPAM and pancakes.
Turned out that Chris had a couple of visitors
from Germany that he wanted to bring along, but
only one seat in his Cessna 140. Norm would be
flying Dick Bylund’s
beautiful Cub Sport (Continued on page 5)
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Cleared for Takeoff

by Jon Cumpton

The summer is flying by fast again. Oshkosh is over a
week behind us now. You could never tell by walking
around at Airventure that there was a spike in gasoline
prices! The crowds seemed as big as ever, and GA parking filled up the second morning. I wound up going into
Fond Du Lac and found a nice welcome, plenty of airplane parking and a shuttle bus to the event. And 100 LL
was only $5.60!!
I managed to run into several chapter members. I think I
ran into Jerry Farrell every day I was there -- and at the
same place! Pat Halligan claims he was there, but wouldn’t return my phone calls…I think he may have been at Jeff Coffey’s campsite, which
I couldn’t find either. I did find Jim Ladwig’s campsite, and he looked very relaxed.
Proof is elsewhere on this page. Gary Rene, our cowboy dentist, was also there with
his big smile. John Schmidt was there with Greg White, the young man we sponsored
for Air Academy this year. Greg will tell us about his adventures at a future meeting. I
know there were lots of you that I didn’t see. I hope you all had a great time.
This year my daughter Abby managed to come up to meet me for the afternoon. We
sat and watched almost the entire air show Wednesday afternoon – quite a show considering everyone was flying against a 17 knot crosswind. I realized that it had been
quite a while since I had sat and watched an entire afternoon air show. To cap the trip,
I treated myself to my first noise canceling headset courtesy of Lightspeed, and listened to my Ipod on the way home, instead of low frequency noise! My ears really
appreciated it.
Thanks again to David Maib for hosting us at his hangar last month. His RV-10 is
really coming along beautifully. If you missed the meeting, you’ll definitely want to
see it before it goes to Florida!
Since it’s August, we’ll have another movie night at our meeting on the 20th. Don’t
miss it. Grilling will start as usual at 6:00 pm at the chapter hangar.
Jon
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Hello from Frank Hanish
Seven weeks into the new job; things are going well. I've learned a new lingo...a
whole new set of acronyms, etc. Triplex, tubs, loops...the word "turtle" has a whole
new meaning! I have spent a day of orientation in the field with the line crew. Saw
how they string new/replace a mile of high voltage line, went on an underground outage
to learn how they "thump" to determine where the outage is located, and administer repair. All of this background for a computer guy whom is responsible for the automated
meter and billing systems.
I hope you are enjoying your summer as I'm very happy here at REA in Alexandria.
Frank
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to: Pete Gavin 6905 12th Ave So, Richfield MN 55423 612-866-6676 email petegavin@comcast.net
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Ron Oehler, 36 Walden St., Burnsville, MN 55337-3678. Permission for other EAA Chapters to use the noncopyrighted portions of this publication is hereby given as long as the source is acknowledged. Any copyrighted material
that appears in this newsletter is with the permission of the acknowledged copyright holder. Any further copying must
obtain the permission of the original copyright holder.
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This Month: Wed Aug 20th —Chapter Hangar—6 pm
Grill on at 6, Meeting starts at 7:00 pm.
Bring something to grill and something to share.

Program: We will do movie night for sure, and we want everyone to share their stories from Oshkosh!
Sat Aug 16th—Young Eagles at Airlake 9am

Contact John Koser or Bill

Brown for more info.
Sun Oct 5th– Annual Awards Banquet, Eagan Community Center
Directions to Chapter Hangar at Airlake:

South on I-35 to Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.)
Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then
right on Hotel or India Lane. Please park on grass between hangars.

Runway

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
July 16, 2008
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Maib Hangar at Fleming Field

Lou Martin recently renewed his Class II Medical
and CIF, and states that he can perform BFRs in his or
your aircraft at reasonable rates for Chapter 25 members.

Business meeting discussions

Email Lou at PilotLou@aol.com

Members are encouraged to wear nametags during chapter
events. A permanent Chapter 25 nametag can be ordered
from Jon Cumpton at a new price of $7.50 (new supplier).

were interviewed for the article and gave the reporter
rides in the aircraft.

Our chapter web site, EAA25.org, was recently hacked and is
currently down while we upgrade the software to correct the
problem.

The outhouse at the chapter hanger has been righted after
blowing over in a windstorm. Thanks to John Koser
and Bill Brown for setting it straight before it became a
superfund issue. It should be pumped out and cleaned
prior to our YE event on Saturday.

Send a note to Pete Gavin if you would like to get on the distribution list to get our chapter newsletter via email. You get
it in color and you save the chapter about $1 per newsletter
in publishing and mailing costs.

Our August meeting will be at the chapter hangar at Airlake.
Chapter sponsor and Aviation Medical Examiner, Dr.
Phil Sidell will talk on aviation related medical topics.

The stepped up advertising for our Young Eagles events seems
to be paying off. We have 41 kids signed up for next Saturday’s session.

Upcoming local events to note:
AirExp will be Aug 16-17 at Flying Cloud Airport
The Republican National Convention in St. Paul will
generate a TFR on Sept 1-4.

Jon Cumpton recently gave Dan Jackson, this year’s HS scholarship winner, an airplane ride. Jon reports that Dan is a
good “stick handler”. John Schmidt reported that Greg
White, our EAA Air Academy scholarship winner, will get to
the Academy by hitching a ride with the Crystal Tower Manager when she flies to OSH in preparation for AirVenture.

Homebuilder update: Eric Pedersen has passed his airworthiness inspection and is preparing for a first flight in his
RV-6A.

Going to AirVenture? Our chapter will have a campsite set up
for meeting and socializing. The location is just south of
59th and Lindberg near Jim Ladwig’s and Ron Oehler’s
campsites. Stop by if you can.

Program

David Maib gave us a progress update on his RV-10 project, which was available for viewing.

Watch the Star Tribune on July 26 for an article about building
and owning homebuilt aircraft. John Koser and Bill Brown

Submitted by Craig Nelson
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Young Eagles
(Continued from page 1)

conducting a Young Eagle flight with a very responsive
and positive young girl. Also featured was our latest
television star Bill Brown, as he discussed homebuilding
and provided a Sonex ride for another Young Eagle candidate. The video provides an excellent view of takeoff
and initial climb-out of Bill’s Sonex, including the roar
of his mighty Jabiru 3300. These videos were viewable
on www.WCCO.com.
The young eagle flights went well. With only three airplanes (Paul Pankratz’s Cardinal, Gary Rosch’s Pacer,
and Mark Kolesar’s Bonanza) flying, we completed all
52 candidates’ rides by 12:30 pm. Two pilots who were
scheduled to fly weren’t able to do so. Jon Cumpton’s
Cittabria had an engine problem and Greg Burneske’s
Cessna was “weathered in” at Mankato.
The ground crew consisted of Bill Brown, John Koser,
Kris Olson, Paul Brown, Jeff Coffey, and Bev Koser.
A briefing was held at 8:45am, as will now be our procedure. All ground crew and pilots agreed on procedure as
the first Young Eagle candidate appeared for his ride.
An interesting aspect of this Young Eagle rally was the
number of people who turned out. We had scheduled 32
candidates for the day, but the total at day’s end was 52
Young Eagles. We attribute the additional 20 to the publicity provided by both WCCO and several of our members putting poster announcements in numerous places.
The Young Eagle group intends to make posters available to all members to post in conspicuous places very
soon.
Large numbers of parents, grandparents, and the scout
leader present expressed their hearty thanks and commented on the wonderful opportunity the day provided
for their kids and grandkids. The Young Eagles were
positive, thankful, and very much involved in the process
of learning about flying and airplanes.
For future events, the YE group is planning on conducting a short ground school concentrating on how airplanes
fly utilizing several working tabletop stations for all candidates (and their parents if interested) prior to flights.
We also need about three more members to be part of
our regular ground crew to insure that candidates’ arrivals, registrations, folder transition, ground school, and
activities during flights of other Young Eagles proceed
smoothly.
ON FINAL AUGUST 2008
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SPAM & Piets

(From page 1)

Trainer, but as Dick was coming too, no extra seats there.
Greg Cardinal would be flying his Pietenpol, but could not
land on the Austin pavement with his tailskid. Pete had an
extra seat in his Chief, but it was down for annual. So Pete
reserved the Warrior from his flying club, and we ended up
with a couple extra seats after all.
Chris’s guests were Thies (sounds like peace but with a T)
and his girlfriend Monica, who had just flown in from Germany the evening before. Thies has a strong interest in flying, and planned to work with Chris to get current on his U.S.
private pilot’s license. Thies and Chris were connected
through their mutual interest in the Flitzer biplane, and Thies
dreams of building one of his own someday.

Chris, Monica, Thies, and a new friend at Austin

The logistics for the fly-out were getting more complicated
as the weekend drew near. Chris would be flying into MSP
from Minot for NWA around 6:00am the morning of the flyout, and he would need to pick up Thies and Monica at his
home in Apple Valley. Greg would be starting out from
Stanton where he hangars the Piet. Norm would start out
from Buffalo with Dick. And Pete would be starting out from
Fleming. It kind of felt like we were planning the Normandy
invasion.

into the whipcreamy air, leaving Pete with the mighty 160 hp
Warrior to zip past everyone else in the race to Austin.
Somehow, things didn’t work out quite as expected. The Cub
arrived first. The Warrior should have arrived first, but came
in last, even behind Chris’s C140 with his stop-off at Dodge
Center to pick up Greg. Maybe it was the doggy nature of a
fully loaded Warrior, maybe visiting with Thies and Monica,
or maybe circling south of Austin waiting for the pattern to
clear. Anyway, when Pete arrived Chris was already waiting
in the pattern, and everyone else was on the ground. Pete says
it’s because he was the only one not in a hurry.

We finally decided to rendezvous at Faribault, where Chris
keeps his Cessna 140. We would meet there between 8 and
9am, tour Chris’s hangar, and set off to Austin together. Pete
would take Thies and Monica in the Warrior, Norm and Dick
would fly the Cub, Greg would fly his Piet to Dodge Center,
and Chris would pick up Greg at Dodge Center and meet the
rest of us at Austin.

As we entered the big hangar for pancakes, we immediately
spied Lou Martin with his booth, selling his latest books.
When we introduced Thies and Monica, Lou’s eyes lit up and
he immediately broke into German and started up a conversation. Thies and Monica are very outgoing and made new
friends everywhere they turned – they were the hit of the
morning, as it seems just about everyone wanted to share
their experiences traveling in Germany. The crowd was very
pleased when Monica said they traveled to Minnesota just to
attend the Austin fly-in!

It all went off like clockwork. It was a typical Minnesota
midsummer day. All the high winged tail-draggers took off

If you are one of those who believe you do not like SPAM,
you’ve never tried the pancake breakfast at Austin. These
guys have a way of slicing it thin and grilling it to a toasty
brown on both sides – honestly, it tasted a bit like ham - well,
that may be going too far, but really, with the sausage links
they served on the side, it was not bad at all! A cooking tip
for SPAM fans – to keep the griddle greased, just keep a
block of SPAM on the side and run it across the surface between pancakes - it improves the flavor of the SPAM, and
doesn’t hurt the pancakes a bit!
After breakfast, we turned to the second item on our agenda –
a visit to Vi Kapler’s grass strip just west of Eyota, Minnesota. Back to planning the invasion of Normandy. Pete would
fly Monica and Greg up to Dodge Center so Greg could retrieve his Piet. Norm and Dick would take the Cub directly to
Eyota. And Chris would fly
(Continued on page 6)

Greg Cardinal, Norm Tesmar and Chris Bobka
with the Bamboo Bomber at Austin
5

ON FINAL AUGUST 2008

SPAM & Piets
(Continued from page 5)

Thies to Eyota. At Dodge Center, Pete
prop’d the Piet for Greg, then followed with
Monica in the Warrior. Again, the Warrior
arrived last, with all the tail-dragger pilots
already in deep conversation with Vi and
his family. Greg couldn’t believe he beat
the Warrior with his Piet. Monica told everyone that she and Pete had decided to run
off to Mexico, but changed their minds and
turned back. Pete says its because they were
the only ones not in a hurry. Who says you
can’t fly low and slow in a Cherokee?

From the left at Vi Kapler’s farm: Greg’s Piet, Chris Bobka, Monica, Thies,
Vi Kapler, Norm Tesmar, Pete Gavin, Greg Cardinal and Dick Bylund

A trip to Vi Kapler’s is a step back in time. Picture a long
grass strip alongside a field of corn, with a long taxi south of
the field to get to the barn. Vi had Jim Ladwig’s old Piet
outside the barn, and it looked right at home with Greg’s
Piet parked alongside. The newfangled Cub and C140 were
a bit out of place, but still welcome in the tail-dragger’s
club. Needless to say, Pete parked the Warrior back and off
to the side, so as not to upset all the tail-draggers and to
keep it out of the photos as much as possible. A nose-wheel
on a grass strip isn’t necessarily wrong; it just sort of spoils
the atmosphere for everyone else!

Stanton for some mower fuel and then to Buffalo. Norm says,
“Cub last to leave, last to get home. That's more like it!”
Norm’s tribute to Vi Kapler and his Pietenpols
Pietenpol builders have venerated Vi Kapler for decades as the humble, soft-spoken expert on this timehonored design. They have attended his Pietenpol seminars since the mid 70’s at Oshkosh, Brodhead and other
places.
Vi purchased Jim Ladwig’s distinctive black and gold
Piet years ago, and became a familiar figure at fly-ins.
His demeanor somehow seemed a natural match for the
Piet, and one can just picture him lifting his long frame
from that black fuselage. He seemed almost one with the
airplane.
Well, as some of you know he's on to building and
near finishing a new/old Piet. It's one that embodies the
mainstay of the original Pietenpol with a Model 'A' Ford
engine and paint scheme from the old flying manuals. It
masters the feeling of that era beautifully and takes one
back in time to the original Pietenpol Air Camper. The
paint scheme reminds one of the colored art work of an
old Popular Mechanics or Polular Science magazine
cover.
Here's some nuts and bolts on Vi’s current project.
He's done up a pretty standard Model 'A' conversion
compared to what most do today. He is using a bit of
stainless steel in places and included a few other mods,
such as a long ram air tube to cool the magneto. It is
good to keep it cool especially for hot starts on hot days
when you really need positive performance. Vi also used
an aluminum head to save weight and provide a little
higher compression. It's a very esthetic 'A' Model with
an Al Schauss carved prop, probably around a 76 by 40
– 44.
Vi is using the short fuselage to accommodate the
Ford engine and in keeping with

Things broke up a little early at Vi Kapler International, as
Pete had to get the Warrior back to Fleming. For the return
flight, he dropped Thies off at Chris’s hangar at Faribault,
and Chris flew Monica in the Cessna. The humidity was
high that afternoon, and everyone flew through light sunshowers on the way home. For some unexplained reason,
Pete and Thies actually arrived at Faribault before Chris and
Monica. Pete says it’s because he was in hurry this time. Go
figure.
Dick and Norm hung around Vi’s for the rest of the afternoon, taking a side trip to Vi’s home in Rochester to get
some photos of the new old Piet. From Eyota, they flew to

Greg takes off for Eyota from Dodge Center
ON FINAL AUGUST 2008
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SPAM & Piets

(from page 6)

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS

Vi Kapler and his
new old Piet

USA, Europe, Latin America & more

the first ones built. The airframe is glued together with Resourcinol and the fabric paint is the Randolph System.
Vi designed some other modifications which he is mildly
holding to the vest. One applies to the rear seat and panel dimensioning. The other is a possible elevator leveling spring for a
dual purpose. That's all I'm going to tell, complying with Vi's
request. See Vi if you want to know more.
As you see in the photo above, the paint scheme is a broad
trim of red/orange and the rest is yellow. The landing gear incorporates aerodynamic shock cord covers which provided an additional 3 mph in cruise on the Ladwig Piet.
Then there's the high diameter spoke wheels with covers. I
wonder if, how and how much the wheel covers (disked fins) will
change the flight characteristics (turn, slip & skid)?
Vi's self-effacing nature is a testament to his longtime friendship with Bernard Pietenpol over many years, and that simple,
honest nature captures the essence of the early Air Campers.

www.airmapsinc.com
1-800-852-1470

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Piper Archer, TTAF: 5516 SMOH: 22 New crankshaft, New Superior Cyls, New prop, Lt. Wgt. Starter Engine by BOLDUC, Full IFR, KX155’s, KN-62 DME, KR-86 ADF, Piper IIIB AP Slaved Gyro Compass,
JPI EDM 700 Engine Analyzer / fuel flow Quiet Flite 4 place stereo intercom, Vertical Card Compass, Plane Powered BOSE Headsets (old style)
(front seats), Traditional & Electronic (EI) Tachometer, Paint & Upholstery
1994 #8 Interior & Exterior. Asking $75,000 Based at KMIC, Minneapolis.
hhavir@nbs-inc.com (952) 929-8725
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 40' x44' hangar 32G at Airlake Airport. A/C building tools, many
misc. parts. A/C oil & filter, welder/tanks, 1968 Cardinal wings & tail feathers. Call Phil & Betty Funk at 612-578-3017 for viewing.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Hangar #30, 48’x50’—Winsted Municipal Airport 10D40' Electric Bi-Fold door; Concrete floor; Mercury Vapor lighting; 11' x 13'
Garage door. 320/834-2824 be35_33_captn@hotmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
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Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins

Apple Ford Shakopee

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

Aug 20th Chapter Hangar at Airlake
6:00 pm (Directions on page 3)

New Vehicles

Aug 16th 9am Young Eagles (Airlake)
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for
current info.

Pre-Owned Vehicles

Oct 5th Chapter Awards Banquet
Eagan Community Center
Future meetings 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 12/17,

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles
Custom Shop Vehicles
One Low Price.

Check out the
2008 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.

1/21, 2/18, 3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19

Aug 14 Long Prairie Mn (14Y)
Annual Fly-in for Veterans
763) 520-5888, eve. 763/550-9323
Aug 16 Forest Lk Mn (25D) 10-4p
Sweetcorn/brats 651 776 1717
Aug 16-17 Flying Cloud Mn
(FCM) Air Expo 2008
Www.wotn.org
Aug 17 Mankato Mn (MKT) 730a1pm Fly-in bkfst 507-345-1510
Aug 17 Paynesville Mn ()
Fly-in bkfst and Air Show
Aug 17 Boyceville Wi (3T3)
7-11am Fly-in Bkfst 715-643-6100
Aug 23 Glencoe Mn (GYL) 10-2p
Sweetcorn/brat fly-in 320/238-2376
Aug 24 Windom Mn () 8a-1p
Fly-in Bkfst 507-830-0749
Aug 27-Sep 1 Blakesburg Ia
(IA27)
Antique Aircraft Assn Fly-in
www.antiqueairfield.com/
Aug 30 Shell Lk Wi (SSQ) 7-1130a
Fly-in bkfst 715-635-8695
Aug 31 Mondovi Wi (PVT) 10a-5p
22nd annual Log Cabin Airport
Fly-in Doug Ward 715-287-4205
Sep 6 Lake Elmo Mn (21D) 7a-12p
Fly-in Bkfst and Aviation Day

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Always!

651-439-5040 www.eaa54.org
Sep 6 Superior Mn (SVW) 8-11a
Pancakes, YE flights 218/729-7764
Www.eaa272.org
Sep 6 Osceola Wi (OEO)
Wheels & Wings
Fly-in Bkfst & Lunch
715-294-2618
Sep 7 Maple Lk Mn (MGG)
1130a-2p Pork Chop Dinner
Fly-in 763-477-6021
Sep 13-14 Eau Claire Wi (EAU)
Chippewa Valley Air Show
Chippewavalleyairshow.com
715-831-2345
Oct 4 Eau Claire Wi (EAU)
7-11:30a Fly-in Bkfst. EAA
Chap 509 Clubhouse 715-877-2406

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com
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