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Chapter Hangar Dedication

Story on Page 4

Power Failure
Emergency by Mike Dolan
From Mike:

I found myself at Oshkosh thinking about
planning for flight emergencies and threw this together. I
am busy working over here. I have done a lot of work in
“Press Headquarters”, “The Business Center” and now I
am doing a project in the Theatre in the Woods building. I
am building a changing room, a
(Continued on page 6)
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Cleared for Takeoff

by Jon Cumpton

Well it’s July again and I bet everyone has
got their Airventure plans. This year, I’ll fly
my Citabria over for the first time. Doing the
approach into Oshkosh during the week is
something you’ve got to try, and doing it in a
slow airplane is better than fast one, in my
view. I’ve got my routine down for the event.
Over the years, I’ve tried a variety of accommodations. Camping was first. That was
in the days when Chapter 790 had a pretty big, well organized campsite, including two
meals a day! But my back didn’t appreciate sleeping on a cot, on the ground, or on a
car seat. But it’s still fun to visit and walk the campground. If you haven’t spent time
there, you’re missing a good part of the Oshkosh experience. Last year I even bought a
campground pass just so I could drive around and also park close and enjoy the Coffey
family campsite, and the Coffeys.
You’ll also want to look up Jim Ladwig and Ron Oehler in their adjacent campsites.
For the past several years, I’ve stayed at the Oshkosh Christian School. Every year,
the parents take over the school building, clear out the desks, and bring in a lot of
beds. It’s kind of like crossing a hospital ward with a classroom, but very comfortable.
They also have two meals a day served in the gymnasium, and at least one spaghetti
dinner. There are quite a variety of guests, many from far away. Since this operation is
run by a bunch of mothers, it isn’t uncommon for them to find a bed space for a guy
who just hitchhiked in from New Zealand with no reservation. They’ve also been
know to drive to Milwaukee to pick up some distant traveling Oshkosh pilgrim. I’ve
also been tested there myself, having shared a room with my father for eight nights a
few years ago – and I never shared a room for eight nights with my father before or
since!
This last month I had the good fortune to spend some time with Dan Jackson, the
Lakeville North High School graduate who received our Scholarship this year. Dan
will be attending the University of North Dakota in the aviation program. We went for
a ride from Airlake down to Rare Aircraft in Owatonna. It was his first ride in a small
plane, and he did very well handling the stick. Meeting young people like Dan makes
me feel good about our future! (See photo on page 3)
Remember too, that it is Fund Raiser season. This year we are again giving away a 32
inch HDTV as the grand prize. The drawing will be held at our banquet on October
5th.
This month’s meeting will again find us on the road – back to Fleming and David and
Mary Maib’s hangar to see the progress on their RV-10. Our grill is going on the road
too, so join us at 6:00 for the usual food fare. Hope you bring a road dish to pass!
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* also flight advisor

This Month: Wed July 16th—Maib Hangar—6 pm
Grill on at 6, Meeting starts at 7:00 pm. Bring something to grill and something to share.

Program: Visit the Maib’s RV10 project at Fleming.
Sat July 19th—Young Eagles at Airlake 9am

Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for more info.
Sun Oct 5th– Annual Awards Banquet,
Eagan Community Center
Directions to David Maib Hangar at Fleming
Field, So. St. Paul: Take I-494 to the 7th Ave.

exit. South on 7th Ave to South St. Left on South St.,
continue 6 blocks east to Henry Ave. Right on Henry
to the terminal bldg parking lot (A). Go through the
terminal bldg to the ramp, then west to the south end
of Cessna Ln. (X) If you have a Fleming key card, you
can enter at the North Gate instead. (See map to right)

X

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
June 18, 2008
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Chapter Hangar at Airlake
Business meeting discussions

Members are encouraged to wear nametags during chapter events.
A permanent Chapter 25 nametag can be ordered from Jon
Cumpton at a cost of $5. Nametags on order will be coming
soon. Changing suppliers has caused a delay.
See Jon Cumpton if you would like to buy a black EAA Chapter 25
hat. The cost is $13. $5 of that fee is a donation to the chapter.
The chapter newsletter is available via email. Send a note to Pete
Gavin if you would like to get on the distribution list. You get it in
color and you save the chapter about a buck each newsletter.
A Treasurer’s report was circulated. At meeting time, our cash assets
stand at $6114.
Bill Brown reported on some Young Eagles changes that are planned
to improve event organization and attendance. The following
items were discussed.
Posters are now available and being used to advertise.
An add was run in the Lakeville paper.
Jeff Coffey has listed us on a Kids Weekend page on the Inet
We plan to have one ground support person for each YE.
Designated flight routes are now being used.
Kris Olson is handling the ground paperwork.
Ground grew and pilots are to meet at 8:45 AM for pre-flight.
Current plans are to fly 20 kids on Saturday.
We have 15 Scouts lined up for our July event.
John Schmidt reported that Greg White has now been accepted to
attend the EAA Air Academy, with the chapter as sponsor.
Wings of the North representative Roy Burns spoke to us about volunteer opportunities at this year’s AirExpo, which will be at FCM
on August 16/17. Visit wotn.org for more info and to volunteer.

Dan Jackson is
the
Lakeville
North HS graduate who received
our scholarship
this year. Dan
will be attending
UND’s aviation
program.
Jon
Cumpton took
Dan for a ride
from
Airlake
down to Rare
Aircraft in Owatonna.
Going to AirVenture? Former Chapter 25 President,
Steve Beech who now belongs to Chapter 43, has
suggested that we gather for a BBQ on Wednesday, July 30. The location would be south of the
woods next to Jim Ladwig’s campsite.
Note—based on so few responses so far, we are
planning to cancel the BBQ on July 30th. If you
want to organize a group to keep this going,
notify Ron or Jon asap!
If you are planning to fly to AirVenture, the NOTAM is
now available on the EAA website.
Dick Navratil reminded the group that the Pietenpol
Round Up occurs at Brodhead, WI the weekend
before AirVenture.
Our annual chapter picnic will be held next Saturday,
June 21st. We will celebrate paying off the chapter
hangar and will dedicate the hangar to founding
(Continued on page 7)
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Hangar Dedication
(Continued from page 1)

C

hapter 25 celebrated a very special event at its annual
picnic on June 21st. We made the last payment on our chapter hangar! For long-time members, this marks the end of
what seemed at times to be an endless series of fundraisers.
In the early years, Mark Gulbrandson donated a years lease
on a Ford truck, and members drove the truck around to
Minnesota fly-ins, selling raffle tickets for the 1-year lease.
We followed that with cash prizes for a few years, and more
recently, the prize of a large flat-screen TV. In the midst of
paying off the hangar, we solicited non-interest loans from
members in order to relieve our original sponsor. Many
thanks to chapter members for their enduring support, and to
our hard-working officers who have shepherded this project
through from beginning to end. It does show what we can
accomplish when we put our minds to it!

Sally and Craig Nelson in their Kitfox

debt, it is very fitting that we dedicate the hangar to our first
chapter president, Bert Sisler. Bert held the first chapter
meetings in his own home back in 1956 when Chapter 25
was first chartered. Even before forming our chapter, Bert
was active with a community of airplane building enthusiasts
in the Twin
Cities. Back
in 1954 or
55,
Bert
went
in
with
four
others
to
build a Stits
Playboy. He
and George
Jensen finished
the
Playboy in
Pat Halligan, Jon Cumpton, Don Eide and Andy
1961.
So
Hutchinson visit before lunch
the community of builders was in place and growing when the EAA was
founded, and it is probably fair to say that while the independent groups of homebuilders received support critical to
their success from the EAA, the EAA would never have
achieved its success without those dedicated and independent
groups.

Our chapter picnic began as usual with a Young Eagle event
in the morning. Mark Kolesar, Paul Pankratz, Jon Cumpton
and Pete Gavin served as our volunteer pilots. Kris Olsen,
Bill Brown and Ron Oehler served as ground crew. Nineteen
young eagles received their introductory flights.

Above: Bill Brown, Mark
Kolesar and Kris Olson wrap
up another YE event.
Below: Two new young eagles
display their certificates.

As
we
wrapped up
young eagles
around 11am,
members began arriving
for the chapter
picnic.
Our chapter
secretary,
Craig
and
Sally Nelson flew in from
Flying Cloud in their homebuilt Kitfox, completed in
November of 2006. This was
Sally’s first ride in the Kitfox.

(Continued on page 5)

Lee Towers
writes one
more check
in support
of the
chapter’s
annual
raffle.
Some
things
never
change!

Following lunch, Jon Cumpton made a pitch for the annual raffle, and encouraged
members to pick up their
tickets.
Then came the main event of
the day—dedication of our
chapter hangar. As we complete paying off the hangar
ON FINAL JULY 2008
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Hangar Dedication
(Continued from page 4)

Jon Cumpton and Pat Halligan present Bert with the new
sign that will be posted on the outside of the hangar.

moved on to 727’s, followed by 707’s, DC10’s, and finally
747’s.

Bert is congratulated by chapter members

With all of Bert’s flying experience in various aircraft
and his strong interest in design and building, he has become a mentor for chapter
members over the years as
they build their own aircraft
and prepare for first flight. In
fact, Bert has been called on
more than once to perform
the first flight for chapter
builders. Most recently, Bert
conducted the first flight of
Jeff Coffey’s Sonex back in
2002, and was awarded
Chapter 25’s “Test Pilot”
award that year.

Most aircraft homebuilders work with proven designs, perhaps making a modification or two to suit their preferences.
Very few create their own designs. From his engineering days
in college, Bert was sketching airplanes, and over his career
he has completed and flown three original designs: the Pipet,
the Whistler, and the Cygnet.
In addition to becoming an accomplished engineer, organizer,
and homebuilder, Bert also managed to become an accomplished pilot. He carried his early love of flying to his military service in the Army Air Corp, where he flew everything
from PT 22’s to P61’s. He continued in the Air Corp reserves
flying AT6’s,
AT11’s
and
P51’s,
and
while working
as an engineer
following military
service,
found his way
to Norwest Airlines. Starting
The Sisler 6 Pac, Bert’s quarter scale
by training on
model of his latest design
his own time,
he
gradually
worked his way
to reserve status
flying DC-3’s
and
DC-4’s,
and finally fulltime status. After a year in test
ops checking
Bert led the project to refinish and hang the
out
repaired
“Gusty” from the celing of the hangar
aircraft,
he

Jon Cumpton prepares for his
first ride in the Cygnet,
compliments of Eric Sisler

More recently, Bert completed a quarter scale version
of his latest design, the Sisler
6 Pac. This design has been evolving for years, and as you
can see in the photo to the left, it is a very original tri-motor
design with fixed props and room (and payload) to carry six.

Last year, Bert volunteered to lead a chapter group to repaint the Gusty restoration and suspend it from the hangar
ceiling. This was a great project that received national coverage in the 2007 Airventure Program.
So with all of this history, you can understand why our
chapter officers decided to name our hangar the “Bert Sisler
Aviation Education Center”. Bert was told about our plans
in advance of the chapter picnic, but his family had one
more surprise in store for Bert
(Continued on page 6)
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Power Failure Emergency

(Continued from page 1)

Assume your runway is at 1500 AGL, simulate a take off
from that altitude, at some point chop the power and try to
return to your simulated runway altitude. If you do get a
power failure on takeoff it is not the time to figure out where
you are going to land you need to have that planned ahead of
time. Low altitude turns with no power are not good so your
emergency landing areas should be straight ahead or limited
to a small turn.

make-up bench and a lounge for people to use prior to going
on stage. The new tower is up and running. The guys are trying to get it to be known as "Blue Top" because the top part
of it is blue in color. I am told that it is 167' feet high. I am
hoping to get a tour of it in the next few days. I am hoping I
may be home for a couple days and will get to the next meeting.

Are

you prepared for an emergency in any phase of
flight? We all practice many things that are part of flight such
as stalls, ground reference maneuvers, and many other things
but do we really consider real world scenarios? When is the
last time you considered an engine power failure on take off?
An engine power failure at night?

What about night power failure emergencies? Have you ever
given that any thought? If you are going to land on a highway and you see the car lights blinking, there is probably a
bridge between you and the point of landing. If you see the
runway lights blinking, there may be a tree or other obstacles between you and the runway. If you have an engine out
at altitude and have all the emergency procedures accomplished and you have a radio, dial in 122.7, .8 and .9, then
click the microphone. You might just turn on the lights to a
runway close to you.

You like many of us pilots have pushed the throttle forward
and concerned yourself with keeping the aircraft aligned with
the runway and putting the right amount of rudder and aileron
to correct for a cross wind and expect this take off to be as
successful as the last 1000 takeoffs. If the engine would fail
at some point in the takeoff do you have a plan of action?

We as pilots need to think of realistic flying scenarios that
may occur while we are flying so we do not have to figure it
out for the first time when an emergency requires us to react
and solve so that we can have a safe outcome.

You should always know at what point on the take off you
would abort if the airplane is not flying yet. Do you know at
what altitude and under what wind conditions that if the engine failed you would be able to safely land on the runway
you just left? That altitude is probably higher than you think!
A good idea is to go up to altitude and simulate it.

Always remember the saying that “The foolish pilot is surprised when a flight does not go as planned. A wise pilot is
surprised when a flight does go as planned.”

Hangar Dedication
(Continued from page 5)

that day. Bert’s son Eric and grandson Yarrow told Bert they
would be late for the picnic as they had a golf outing scheduled. So Bert’s wife Barb and his daughter-in-law Donna
were at the hangar for the picnic, and on hand when Jon
Cumpton began recounting Bert’s history with the chapter.
Just as Jon presented the hangar sign to Bert, we heard an
airplane taxiing from the runway. Moments later, Eric and
Yarrow pulled the Cygnet, Bert’s most recent homebuilt, up
to the hangar door.
As you can see in the photo, the Cygnet is a most unique design with it’s wings positioned mid-way down the cabin and
canted forward. It has excellent visibility, and is now powered by a Jabiru engine as a replacement for the original
Volkswagen engine.

ON FINAL JULY 2008

Bert with his family at the hangar dedication: grandson
Yarrow, son Eric, daughter-in-law Donna, and wife Barb

It was a great day with perfect weather for picnic, and a
chance for many old friends to celebrate the dedication of
our chapter hangar with our founder.
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June Minutes

(from page 3)

member Bert Sisler. The picnic will start around noon after completion of Young Eagles.
Our annual fundraiser will kick off during the chapter picnic. The
grand prize will be a 32” flat screen HDTV. Second prize is a ride
in Clay Adam’s 1929 Travel Air. Tickets are $5 each. The prize
drawing will be held during the banquet. Andy Hutchinson is coordinating the activity.
The current plan for our next chapter meeting is to visit David and
Mary Maib’s RV 10 project at Fleming Field. Watch the website
for further details.
Peter Denny has informed us that Washburn HS will be selling the
Sonex project. Contact the school Principal or Vice-Principal if
you have any interest in obtaining the project.
Program

Jeff Nawrocki, MAC Manager in charge of Airlake Airport provided an
update on current plans for the airport and fielded questions.
Jerry Farrell talked about the building process for his RV8, which recently had its first flight.
Submitted by Craig Nelson

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.airmapsinc.com
1-800-852-1470

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Piper Archer, TTAF: 5516 SMOH: 22 New crankshaft, New Superior Cyls, New prop, Lt. Wgt. Starter Engine by BOLDUC, Full IFR, KX155’s, KN-62 DME, KR-86 ADF, Piper IIIB AP Slaved Gyro Compass,
JPI EDM 700 Engine Analyzer / fuel flow Quiet Flite 4 place stereo intercom, Vertical Card Compass, Plane Powered BOSE Headsets (old style)
(front seats), Traditional & Electronic (EI) Tachometer, Paint & Upholstery
1994 #8 Interior & Exterior. Asking $75,000 Based at KMIC, Minneapolis.
hhavir@nbs-inc.com (952) 929-8725
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 40' x44' hangar 32G at Airlake Airport. A/C building tools, many
misc. parts. A/C oil & filter, welder/tanks, 1968 Cardinal wings & tail feathers. Call Phil & Betty Funk at 612-578-3017 for viewing.

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Hangar #30, 48’x50’—Winsted Municipal Airport 10D40' Electric Bi-Fold door; Concrete floor; Mercury Vapor lighting; 11' x 13'
Garage door. 320/834-2824 be35_33_captn@hotmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: ICON IC-A23 VHF Airband Transceiver still in box never used.
$275. Peter Denny 763/529-5325
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Rent: Heated hangar space at KMIC. Space has good lighting and use of
microwave, refrigerator, bathroom, lounge, and hot/cold running water. Rent
dependent on type of A/C or use. Space comes with resident AP, IA, EAA
technical counselor, and A/C welder. Call 763-494-6993 evenings.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted: I am working almost daily on my Fisher project. Down the road I
will need some instruments. This will be a VFR setup. Engine will be a Subaru. Let me know if you have something I might be able to use. Contact
philschaffer@usfamily.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins
clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and
AOA kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate. Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1989 Kolb Twin Star, open cockpit side by side 2 place, 503 Rotax, Warp Drive Prop, $10.5K, 612-978-6099.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
ON FINAL JULY 2008

Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins

Apple Ford Shakopee

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

July 16th Maib Hangar at Fleming Field
6:00 pm (Directions on page 3)
July 19th 9am Young Eagles (LVN)
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for
current info.

New Vehicles
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Oct 5th Chapter Awards Banquet
Eagan Community Center
Future meetings 8/20, 9/17, 10/15, 11/19,

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles
Custom Shop Vehicles
One Low Price.

Check out the
2008 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.

12/17, 1/21, 2/18, 3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 6/17, 7/15

Jul 12 Superior Wi (SVW) 8-11a
Pancakes, YE rides 218/729-7764
Jul 13 Two Harbors Mn (TWM)
7a-1p Fly-in bkfst 218/834-4784
Jul 13 Hayward Wi (HYR) 8a-1p
Fly-in pancakes 715-634-3246
Jul 18 Lakeville Mn (LVN)
11:30-1:30p Free BBQ Lunch
Jul 19-20 Duluth Mn
Duluth Air Show. Blue Angels.
www.duluthairshow.com.
Jul 20 Preston Mn (FKA)730-1230
Omelet fly-in bkfst 507/765-2582
Jul 20 Benson Mn (BBB) 7a-1p
Fly-in bkfst 320-843-4432
Jul 25-27 Brodhead Wi (C37)
Pietenpol/Hatz Fly-in
http://www.eaa431.org
Jul 26 Rochester Mn (RST)
8a-12p Fly-In Breakfast
http://www.semfc.com
Jul 26 Siren Wi (RZN)
Fly-in bkfst 715/349-7076
Jul 27 Backus Mn (7Y3) 730-noon
Fly-in bkfst 800-920-2473
Jul 28-Aug 3 2008 Oshkosh (OSH)
EAA AirVenture 2008
Aug 2 Elbow Lake, Mn (Y63)
9a-2p Ribeye steak sandwich meal
Flekkefest 218/685-6594

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Always!

Aug 3 Longville Mn (XVG) 8a-12p
Fly-In Bkfst
Aug 3 Red Wing Mn (RGK) 8-12p
Fly-In Bkfst redwingpilots@att.net.
Aug 9 Cameron Wi (RPD) 7a-1p
Rice Lake Reg Fly-In Bkfst/Lunch
Aerobatics 11-11:30 715/458-4401
Aug 9 Laporte Mn (pvt) 7-11am
Robco Airport Fly-in Bkfst. Call for
permission to land. 218/224-2585
Aug 9-10 Milaca Mn (18Y) 7a-12p
Sat. camp out, Sun Fly-in Bkfst
www.milacaairport.com
Aug 10 Walker Mn (Y49)730-1230
Pancake bkfst
Aug 10 Chetek Wi (Y23)1030-330p
BBQ fly-in 715-456-8415
Aug 10 Waseca Mn (ACQ) 7a
Annual Fly-in
Aug 14 Long Prairie Mn (14Y)
Annual Fly-in for Veterans
763) 520-5888, eve. 763/550-9323
Aug 16 Forest Lk Mn (25D) 10-4p
Sweetcorn/brats 651 776 1717
Aug 23 Glencoe Mn (GYL) 10-2p
Sweetcorn/brat fly-in 320/238-2376
Aug 27-Sep 1 Blakesburg Ia (IA27)
Antique Aircraft Assn Fly-in
www.antiqueairfield.com/

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com
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CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

