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Ice Boating!
by Steve Adkins

The mantra for an ice boater is: build in the summer,
sail in the winter.
Ice boating is a wonderful activity for getting some
outdoor exercise in the winter. We dress according to
the weather, so we do not suffer the effects of cold
weather. Still on extremely cold days your toes and fingers may be a problem. I wear light silk gloves inside
chopper mittens.

Steve Adkins and the
iceboat built by
Dave Klatt ... new
plank built by Steve

How did I get into ice boating?
While working on the 1903
Wright Flyer with Dale Johnson,
he
(Continued on page 4)

Hang ‘em High!
Chapter

25 member Dale Johnson has
been working out a way to hang the Gusty
from the hangar wall for months. On Friday
February 8, Dale got together with Jim Ladwig, Ron Hoyt, Steve Adkins, and Bert
Sisler to do the deed.
(Continued on page 6)
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The restored
Gusty waits quietly (nervously?)
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the hanging underway...
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Cleared for Takeoff

by Jon Cumpton

N

ormally, going down to get the mail is not
that big a thrill, but today I was overjoyed to
find the latest issue of Sport Aviation. On the
cover and featured article is Dick Navratil’s
latest Pietenpol creation. It’s just one more
example of the talent builders in our chapter
display. Congratulation, Dick!
Meanwhile, back here in winter, the weather
lately has caused me to doubt whether global warming actually exists. I try to fly
every month with my instructor to stay current on instruments, but lately our conversations have all been about how we wish the weather was good enough to fly! That frozen ice cube in front of my hangar door doesn’t help either.
We all seem to be keeping busy on the ground, however. Last month we had the nice
experience to help Jim Ladwig move his Whistler to the chapter hangar. This project
is also exciting because Jim is working to get an airplane back in the air that has been
grounded for some time, and also planning to introduce other family members to flying. Getting the airplane loaded up and around various obstacles made for an interesting story that you should hear from Jim.
Dale Johnson and his crew also have completed raising the Gusty off the floor of the
hangar. It’s now suspended in the air, flying in formation with Bert Sisler’s Six Pac
model. I am particularly pleased that the Gusty project is finished, after a lot of work
by many people.
While everyone is more or less holed up for winter, we nevertheless need to take care
of business. One of the positions we need to fill (volunteers line up here) in our chapter
is that of Membership Chairman. Ron Oehler has been doing triple duty here along
with Treasurer duties, so we need another person to take over. This person will meet
and greet new and prospective members, administer the chapter roster and the dues
collection process at the end of the year. The good news is that this process has been
well set up by Ron so it goes smoothly. If you are interested, please let me know.
Another area where we need help is Refreshments/Food. We need a small committee
to be responsible for the seasonal food at the hangar and coffee etc. at our winter meetings. This job isn’t that much work and won’t cost you anything, but it needs to be
done. If you would like to help out here, please contact me.
Speaking of food, our Chili Feed is scheduled for next month on Saturday, March 8th.
Get your favorite recipe ready to impress your fellow members. You’ll also get to see
the new Gusty display first hand.
Our meeting this month will feature Clay Adams, who organized the 2006 American
Barnstormers Tour, and operates Nostalgic Wings (one of our newsletter sponsors)
using his 1929 Travel Air. Please join us on February 20th at Washburn High School.
Jon
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Visit our website at eaa25.org
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Andy Hutchinson 952-758-9703
achutch@bevcomm.net
Secretary

Craig Nelson 952-949-0400
c.s.nelson@msn.com
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Ron Oehler 952-894-2332
r.oehler@comcast.net
Membership Coordinator
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r.oehler@comcast.net
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Pete Gavin 612-866-6676
petegavin@comcast.net
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Bob Eckstein* 763-494-6993
Peter Denny 763-529-5325
peterthepilot_99@yahoo.com
* also flight advisor

This Month: Wed Feb 20th—Washburn HS—6:30 pm
Program: Clay Adams will speak about his experiences on the 2006 American Barnstormers Tour.
Sat Feb 16th—Young Eagles at the FBO, Airlake 9am

46 St

Contact John Koser or Bill Brown if you can volunteer.
Sat Mar 8th—Annual Chili Feed, Chapter Hangar, Airlake 11am

Bring your favorite homemade chili, cheese, crackers, treats etc. to share

50 St

Directions to Washburn High School:

Lyndale

From the South: Exit 10B from 35W at the Crosstown. Continue north on Lyndale
Ave to 50th Street. Right turn and proceed 3 blocks. Turn left into the school south
parking lot.
From the North: 46th street exit from 35W, turn right on 46th street. At Nicollet, turn
left. South on Nicollet to 50th, turn right. West on 50th past the Junior High School to
the Sr. High School 2 blocks west of Nicollet. Turn right into the school south parking
lot. Entry: South door #9, look for signs.

Business meeting discussions

The following guests were introduced:
Dale Folly Al & Tony Panek

Greg Sebold

Members are encouraged to wear nametags during chapter
events. A permanent Chapter 25 nametag can be ordered from Jon Cumpton at a cost of $5.
We are always looking for material for the chapter website,
EAA25.org. If you hit a project milestone or have other
news that is of interest to other chapter members,
please pass it along to Jon Cumpton for posting on the
website.
Jon indicated that he is pursuing re-starting a chapter web
discussion group on Yahoo.
Still getting the newsletter through the post office? Consider signing up to get it via email. You get it in color
and you save the chapter about a buck each newsletter
in publishing costs. Send a note to Pete Gavin to get
on the email list.
A 2007 year end Treasurer’s report and a 2008 Membership Roster were distributed to members in attendance.
John Koser gave a Young Eagles update. Approximately
35 kids were flown in December. Many were associated with a Scout Troop. The January event is cancelled due to a poor weather forecast. Our next event
will be February 16.
Franco Fiorillo indicated that Airlake will be hosting a Commemorative Airforce event over Memorial Day weekend. He invited the chapter to participate with a booth
or food service.

35W

Hwy 62
35W

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2008
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Washburn High School

X

Nicollet

The chapter Scholarship Committee,
lead by John Schmidt, will handle affairs relative to the
awarding of our high school and EAA Air Academy
scholarships. The chapter Board of Directors has
agreed to award $2000 in high school scholarships in
08. We plan to solicit candidates from more high
schools this year. It was also decided that the chapter
will pay for ½ of the tuition for EAA’s Air Academy. We
are currently looking for candidates for this program as
well.
Dale Johnson is developing a plan for hanging the Gusty on
one of the chapter hangar’s walls.
Member news…Former chapter member Ray Ostlie recently passed away at 87. Jim Ladwig has purchased
the Sisler Whistler and is looking for help in moving it to
the chapter hangar.
The February chapter meeting will feature Clay Adams who
will speak about his summer Air Tour activities flying his
1929 Travel Air.
Peter Denny reports that the Aviation Program at Washburn
HS is coming to an end. The Sonex project will be relocated, possibly to the MCTC Flying Cloud Aviation
Technical School.
Jon announced that we plan to hold a contest for development of the September chapter meeting program. Stay
tuned.
Program

John Schmidt gave a presentation on his exploration of
general aviation while on a recent trip to India.
Submitted by Craig Nelson
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Ice Boating!
(Continued from page 1)

would occasionally miss a working session because
he went ice boating. After inquiries, he invited me to
try out his boat. I did. It was a blast. I thought building an ice boat would be a nice project. I particularly
relished the idea of building a mast and strengthening
it with carbon fibers to obtain the desired flex. But a
member of my glider club and fellow tow pilot had an
iceboat for sale. $2000 later I was the owner of a ten
year old ice boat that looked nearly new. The parts
and materials to build an ice boat run about
$3500. So I was denied the pleasure of building but
could start ice boating immediately and saved
$1500. Later, I built a trailer to hold the ice boat and
convey onto the lake. I won't and can't tell you what
that cost. I modified a inexpensive trailer kit bought
from Northern Tool.
The DN (named after the newspaper Detroit News
which sponsored this new ice boat class) is a minimal
ice boat built to a very strict one-class standard for
racing. I do not race but it seems like fun. Experts
like Jim Wood and John Mattsson can just "walk
away" from the rest of us ... particularly on weak
days. On strong days on larger lakes the larger ice
boats will show up ... these boats can carry two people in heavier winds at higher speeds. They usually
need help to set up which we are happy to do.
To ice boat you need ice thick enough to walk on, you
need wind between 5 to 25 miles per hour and you
need relatively clear ice with the wind direction appropriate for the
lake
you
choose.
Jim
Wood and John
Mattsson are the
two people we
depend on for
scoping out the ice
on various city
lakes and lakes to
the south of Minneapolis.
These
lakes include Lake
Harriet, Lake Calhoun, Cedar Lake,
Circle Lake, Union Lake, Marion
Lake and Lake
Riley. I went ice
boating on Lake
Steve, somewhat younger—
Phalen when they
signs of a future ice boater?
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Dale Johnson with an older DN that he restored.

were cutting ice for the ice palace. Lake Pepin and White Bear Lake
are popular destinations for ice boat racing. Jim Wood will call everyone the night before a suspected good day. Then the next morning
he calls us with the lake that has been selected. We will be on the
lake by 9:00 am and leave about 2:30 to 5:00 pm depending on the
wind, traffic, appointments, etc. I won't mention the traditional peppermint schnapps enjoyed at the end of the day.
Sailing an ice boat is easy. Also, if you get becalmed, you can get
out and push. Once you get your speed up, you can sail very close to
the wind ... much more than in a regular sail boat (but I know nothing about that). We steer the boat with a tiller. Speed is controlled
by pulling on a rope called a "sheet". Essentially you are adjusting
the camber on your wing for more lift (light winds) or more speed
(heavy winds). The construction must be very rugged and the steering extremely tight (no play) because the forces on the sail boat are
considerable. I managed to break my plank two season ago. It took
me a few days to build a temporary plank out of a board loaned to
me by Jim Wood. I then built a new plank (heavier) in less than
three weeks. Jim Wood loaned me a curved form upon which to
build the plank and Dale Johnson helped plane the ash to the proper
thickness for my weight. Sounds just like good EAAer cooperation!
http://quid.us/ice/maps_to_lakes.htm
Ice boating may have saved my life. Over the years, I suffered increasing pain from angina when breathing cold air—thought the
problem was old age. My retirement club suggested wearing cold air
masks. WRONG! One of my ice boating friends, Jim Wood,
thought my suffering was not normal. Finally, I went to the doctor. In less than a month, I had two heart stents installed and have no
problems breathing cold air.
I have informally created a website to chronicle our sport:
http://quid.us/ice/
In good winters, we get on the lake about 25 to 30 times. On a bad
year, about half that. If global warming is (Continued on page 5)
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Ice Boating!
(Continued from page 4)

real ... don't know if it will make our season better or
worse. We want cold weather to thicken the ice but it is
nice to have some melting after a snow. A heavy snow
can shut us down for a month or more.
Rescue on Lake Pepin
Early this year, a member of our group went through the
ice while ice-boating on Lake Pepin. He stood on the
sunken hull, up to his waist in cold water, for about half
an hour before being rescued by helicopter.
A couple of weeks ago, a number of us set out on a second rescue mission—to salvage the sunken iceboat, now
frozen under the ice of Lake Pepin.

Marilyn Meline and Jim Wood at the end of a ride
in DeForest Underdahl’s two-place Arrow

In the photo above, our team has prepared a duck boat
with all the necessary safety and ice-cutting equipment
and is setting off to find the sunken iceboat.

Finally, the salvaged iceboat sits on the ice to the left of
the rescue boat, while the team prepares to return to
shore. The team was not able to
retrieve the iceboat’s sail, as it was
trapped between two layers of ice.

In this photo (foreground), you can see one runner of
the iceboat sticking up out of the ice about 3’. The team
is marking the outline of the boat before cutting the ice.

So as you can see, much like flying, ice boating can be lots of fun,
but you need to keep safety in mind
as well. Next time you find yourself with winter ceilings too low to
fly, come on out to the ice!

Above and to the right, the team has cut a large hole in
the ice with chainsaws, and is now pulling the iceboat
from the water.
5
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Hang ‘em High

photos by Steve Adkins

(Continued from page 1)

The first problem they faced was that the Gusty was too big to hang vertically, so the north wall
was out. Instead, they went back to the idea of suspending it from the ceiling. Some were concerned about weight limits on the ceiling joists, so the team came up with a new approach. They
would suspend it horizontally, but from cables attached to the walls instead of the ceiling. Follow the numbers on the photos:
1) The arrangement of cables needed to suspend the Gusty was prepared and attached to the
walls. Note the winch in the foreground.
2) Bert Sisler led Ron Hoyt and Jim Ladwig in an incantation, hoping to
levitate the Gusty up onto the prepared cabling. (Bert said this always
worked for him at NWA when he had to get an overloaded 747 off the
4
ground.)
3) After watching this for a while, Dale stepped in and took charge. He
explained that they would need to attach the cables to the landing gear
and winch the Gusty skyward.
4) Dale’s cabling arrangement worked perfectly, and they brought the
Gusty up to the ceiling.
5) They encountered some interference from the garage door opener and
one of the garage door rails. Ron removed the opener and one of the
rails for the final adjustment.
6) All’s well that ends well. The Gusty is in position, and the garage door
rail is back in place. The
garage door opener had to
5
go, so this will be a manual operation from now
on.

1

Congratulations and a big
thank you to Dale and the
crew. This is a great looking display, and provides
the chapter some much
needed floor
space.
2
6
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Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Daphne SD-1A two place high wing side by side airplane, very
similar to a Tailwind with a high lift wing. Constructed by former ch. 25
member Ray Brown. Airplane needs to be recovered. TT on overhauled O290-G engine is 200 hours. Log books for aircraft and engine. My partner is
too tall and we want to get something we both can fit in. Asking $6500 obo.
Also a pair of skis and floats for any reasonable offer. Digital pictures can be
e-mailed to any interested party. Contact paul.brown@frontiernet.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: One case of Aeroshell15-50 and also wings and tail feathers for a
1968 Cessna Cardinal.
Leaving for TX after New Years, contact Phil & Betty Funk at
funkpb@gmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Rent: Heated hangar space at KMIC. Space has good lighting and use of
microwave, refrigerator, bathroom, lounge, and hot/cold running water. Rent
dependent on type of A/C or use. Space comes with resident AP, IA, EAA
technical counselor, and A/C welder. Call 763-494-6993 evenings.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted: I am working almost daily on my Fisher project. Down the road I
will need some instruments. This will be a VFR setup. Engine will be a Subaru. Let me know if you have something I might be able to use. Contact
philschaffer@usfamily.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Full Lotus Floats model FL 1220 brand new never inflated. 2 extra
air bladders, front & rear. Ops Manuals. Digital pics to e-mail if interested.
Asking $2500. Paul Brown paul.brown@fontiernet.net or 952-457-6940.

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins
clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and
AOA kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate. Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1989 Kolb Twin Star, open cockpit side by side 2 place, 503 Rotax, Warp Drive Prop, $10.5K, 612-978-6099.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Homebuilt two place tandem. open cockpit, hi wing, 64TT, Eng.
0235C 1035TT Plane garaged 10 yrs Bldr deceased. $20,000
Starduster II fuselage & empenage $1800
Amphibian, single place hull/fuselage modified Cub wings $1800
Alum 6061T6 tubing 1.175"OD, .o25 wall, 12 1/2' long, about 60 lengths
6 RC models, gas & electric engines, controls etc.
Pair of J-3 ailerons, J-3 fin, motor mount, pair of skis, radio, Lyc o'haul man.
Vivian Christianson vivchristi@gmail.com 763-559-2783

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

January Trivia Challenge!
During the War most all Navy sea going personnel would sleep in
their working uniform (dungaree's) because of the possibility of
an enemy torpedo hitting the ship. However there was one type of
ship that the men did not conform to that and they went to sleep in
their skivvies. Can you name that type of Navy vessel? We have a
member in EAA Chapter 25 that had duty on one of those ships
and can attest to that fact.
Answer: Our member was LTJG John G. Curry and he was on
a Naval ammunition supply ship the AE12 named Wrangell. Interestingly enough ammunition supply ships were named after
volcanoes. Think about it! If the supply ship was hit, the crew
was not going to be swimming!

We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

Mike Dolan

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
7

ON FINAL FEBRUARY 2008

Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins

Apple Ford Shakopee

Apple Ford Mercury Lakeville

New Vehicles
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Mar 8th Annual Chapter Chili Feed
Chapter Hangar Airlake, 11am

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles
Custom Shop Vehicles
One Low Price.

Check out the
2007 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.

Future meetings 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18, 7/16,

Always!

8/20, 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 12/17, 1/21, 2/18

Feb 16-18 Aitkin Mn (AIT) 11a-3p
Ski flyin chili&dogs 218/927-4104
Feb 24 Warroad Mn(RRT) 8a-12p
Ski-plane flyin bkfst 218/386-1818
Mar 1 Royalton Wi (38WI) 10-1p
Wheels/Skis flyin 920/538-0062
Mar 10 Minneapolis Hilton
Banquet honoring Tuskegee
Airmen, tickets 763/559-4888
www.redtail.org
Mar 24-25 Brooklyn Center Mn
Av. Mtce. Tech Conference
Earle Brown Heritage Center
800/657-3922 ext. 3652
Mar 29 Duluth Mn (DYT) 9a-3p
Sky Harbor ski-plane fly-in
Buffalo burgers Julius Salinas
800/432-2884 ext 4880
Apr 8-14 Lakeland Fl (LAL)
EAA Sun N Fun Fly-In
Apr 23-25 Bloomington Mn
MCOA Airports Symposium
Ramada Inn MOA 651/234-7232
May 2-4 Brainerd Mn
Mn Seaplane Pilot's Safety Sem.
Cragun's Resort mnseaplanes.org

800-724-8196

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

Feb 20th Chapter Mtg Washburn HS
6:30 pm (Directions on page 3)
Feb 16th 9am Young Eagles (LVN)
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for
current info.

800-737-0489

May 3 Bloomington Mn 5pm
MN Aviation Hall of Fame annual
Induction Banquet 612/866-4148
May 17-18 Blaine Mn (ANE)
Aviation wkend, pancake bkfst
2 museums open 7-4p both days
651/653-2063
Jun 14-15 Hancock Mn (pvt)
Brown’s fly-in. Pork roast Sat 4pm.
Call for permission to land
320/392-5869
Jul 4-6 Starbuck Mn
7a-noon
Pancakes Sat morn. 320/392-5869
Jul 12 Superior Wi (SVW) 8-11a
Pancakes, YE rides 218/729-7764
Jul 20 Preston Mn (FKA) 730-1230
Omelet fly-in bkfst 507/765-2582
Jul 28-Aug 3 2008 Oshkosh (OSH)
EAA AirVenture 2008
Aug 10 Walker Mn (Y49) 730-1230
Pancake bkfst
Aug 23 Glencoe Mn (GYL) 10-2p
Sweetcorn/brat fly-in 320/238-2376
Sep 6 Superior Mn (SVW) 8-11a
Pancakes, YE flights 218/729-7764

Call for pricing

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com
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