EAA CHAPTER 25

MINNEAPOLIS / ST PAUL, MN

SEPTEMBER 2007

A Day at Log Cabin Airport
by Pete Gavin

Grass strips are special, especially to
tail-wheel pilots, and Norm Tesmar is
the ultimate tail-wheel pilot. I swear he
knows every grass strip in the tri-state
area, and whenever one of them hosts a
fly-in, I’m gonna get a phone call.
The week before labor day was a
busy one for me—it seems I had something going on every evening, and
when I got home Tuesday night, I had a
message from
(Continued on page 4)

Relaxing after lunch - clockwise from left:
Norm Tesmar, Dick Bylund, Susan Poore, Bob
Poore, Greg Cardinal, and Jon Cumpton

“Spirit of Washburn”
Sonex Club by Peter Denny
Joint activity for Chapter 25
and the Aviation Department
of Washburn High School.
Cleared for Takeoff
Sept meeting, Aug minutes

Six years ago, Washburn High
School and Chapter 25 formed an
alliance to restore the “Gusty”. This
project reached fruition last year.
This project
(Continued on page 6)
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Cleared for Takeoff

by Jon Cumpton

W

ell, it’s that time of the year
again. The summer has wrapped –
this year along with my daughter’s
wedding. Any of you who have
been through that experience know
that a wedding more or less sucks
the air out of everything else until
it’s over. It’s over, but it was a success.
I finally had a chance to go to the Log Cabin fly-in near Mondovi, Wisconsin over Labor Day weekend. It’s definitely worth the trip – although if it gets much bigger, they
are going to need ATC. I also had the pleasure of flying the Cirrus back to Florida last
week. The weather gods smiled on us, except for the haze from St Louis to northern
Florida. And ATC was friendly all the way to south Florida, where Miami Center was
so busy we cancelled IFR and enjoyed watching the Everglades from 3500 feet.
Once we turn the corner after Labor Day, it’s time to focus on two things. Those are our
Annual Banquet and the Fundraiser. Our banquet is once again at the Eagan Community
Center on Sunday, October 7th. Pat Halligan – aka Banquet Chairman for Life -- tells
me that we have been able to keep the price at $17.00 per person. Our caterer provides a
great meal for that price. We are also blessed this year to have Verne Jobst as our
speaker (see page 5). Verne is one of the most entertaining and knowledgeable aviation
speakers I have ever heard. Verne’s aviation career includes airline captain, Airshow
Director at Airventure, and piloting the EAA’s Spirit of St Louis replica, among other
accomplishments. In this 80th anniversary year of Charles Lindbergh’s flight to Paris,
we will be fortunate to hear Verne’s experiences when he re-enacted Lindbergh’s Goodwill flight around the country in 1977. And don’t forget the silent auction and all those
door prizes! You should sign up for this event at this month’s meeting, or send your
money to Ron Oehler.
Our old friend the Fundraiser is about to wrap up also – the drawing will be at the banquet. New this year is a special Grand Prize – a 32 Inch HD LCD flat screen television.
Second prize will be a ride for two in Clay Adams’ Travelair biplane.
Tickets are only $5.00. Remember that every dollar we raise helps us eliminate the debt
on our hangar. Contact Andy Hutchinson to return ticket proceeds.
This month’s meeting is on the 19th, and our member Dick Navratil will update us as he
is close to completion of his radial-engined Pietenpol. And yes, the Nametag Drawing is
back from summer vacation. Join us at 6:30 pm.
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This Month: Wed Sept 19th—Chapter Hangar—6 pm
Grill on at 6:00, Meeting starts at 7:00
Bring something to grill and something to pass

Program: Dick Navratil will update us on his progress in completing his second
Pietentol—with a radial Rotec engine!
Sat Sept 15th, 9 am—Young Eagles at Chapter hangar, Airlake

Contact John Koser or Bill Brown to volunteer.
Sun Oct 7th—Chapter 25 Annual Banquet, Eagan Community Center
Directions to Chapter Hangar at Airlake:

South on I-35 to Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.)
Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then
right on Hotel or India Lane. Please park on grass between hangars.
EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
August 15, 2007
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Chapter Hangar at Airlake
Business meeting discussions

The following guests and new members were introduced:
Ben Lewis
Ron Symanitz
Eric Petersen
Andrew Klosinski
An article appeared in the EAA AirVenture Program that featured Chapter 25 and several members that have recently
completed aircraft. Jon has made arrangements to get a
copy of the program for each chapter member. They will be
distributed during our chapter banquet.
Members are reminded to wear nametags during chapter
events. A permanent Chapter 25 nametag can be ordered
from Jon Cumpton at a cost of $5. The winner of the nametag drawing was Dick Navratil. He won an aircraft identification book.
The chapter website, EAA25.ORG, is the place to go for chapter
related news. Please send any announcements or other
content for the website to Jon Cumpton for posting.
A Treasurer’s report was circulated. At meeting time, we had a
cash balance of $5949. The outstanding loan for the hangar
is scheduled to be paid off by next summer. This schedule
may be accelerated.
Contact Pete Gavin to get on the email list for the newsletter.
The electronic version is in color and saves postage.
The advertising we received from KARE 11’s coverage of our
special July 17 Young Eagles event helped draw kids for our
regular third Saturday rally in July. 42 kids were flown on
that day and we have 25 signed up for our next YE rally.
Our annual banquet is scheduled for Oct 7 at the Eagan Community Center. The program will feature Vern Jobst who will
give a presentation about Charles Lindbergh. Vern flew a
replica of the Spirit of St. Louis around the country to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Lindbergh’s Atlantic flight. The
cost is $17 and tickets can be purchased from Ron Oehler.

Runway
Members are asked
to help in soliciting businesses for gift
donations that
can be used for door prizes or silent auction items at
the banquet. Pat Halligan or Craig Nelson can supply
a letter that explains our charter and tax exempt
status. This is very useful when asking for donations.

Our chapter fundraising raffle will end at the banquet.
Please turn in your sold and unsold tickets to Andy
Hutchinson.
Dale Johnson is leading a project to suspend the Gusty in
our chapter hangar. The goal is to have it in position
before the banquet.
The Sonex project at Washburn HS will be completed as
an after school hours project. Peter Denny has hand
picked 8 students to work on the project. Members
are also encouraged to help out. Peter is looking for
business contacts that he can approach to solicit donations for the purchase of the powerplant and avionics. Contact Peter if you know of a contact.
Members are encouraged to contact their representatives
and request their support for House Bill HR 2881.
This is a FAA Reauthorization bill without user fees.
Upcoming events:
A project visit to Dave & Mary Maib’s RV 10 project is being planned for early October.
The Chapter has applied to host a stop for the
EAA Ford Trimotor Tour next year.
Jim Ladwig (who is a non-current private pilot) solicited
comments on the process needed to get current and
then fly under the Sport Pilot rules.
Program

We viewed the IAC video “Loss of Aircraft Control –
Avoiding Airplane Upsets”. Lou Martin led a discussion on the tragic Mustang accident that occurred at AirVenture.
Submitted by Craig Nelson
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Log Cabin Airport
(from page 1)

east toward Mondovi,
Wisconsin. In case
you’re wondering, the
Piet was not the slowest aircraft in the gaggle that day!
As I tuned in 122.9 to
pick up Log Cabin
traffic, I couldn’t believe the amount of chatter.

Busiest Airport in the World?

Norm and Dick with Dick’s J-3

Norm. When I finally got back to him, sure enough, he was
planning another fly-out. Doug Ward was hosting his annual
event Labor Day Sunday, and Norm had already lined up
Dick Bylund with his mint J-3 Cub and Greg Cardinal with
his Pietenpol.
Dick keeps his Cub at Buffalo, and Greg’s Piet lives down at
Stanton, but they graciously agreed to rendezvous at Fleming
where I keep the Chief. With his tail-skid, Greg landed his
Piet on the grass strip to the right of runway 16 at Fleming,
and Greg, Norm and Dick were all waiting when I pulled up
in the Chief.
We talked airspeeds, and it turns out that for once the Chief at
90 mph would be the hotrod of the bunch—a very rare event
indeed! I fired up the Chief and lined up behind the Piet. As I
followed the Cub and the Piet into the air, I found I had to
throttle back and drop the tail to keep from over-running the
others—we settled into a 70 mph cruise and wandered south-

It may have been for only an hour or so, but I believe Log
Cabin International may have been the busiest airport in the
world that morning. Incoming pilots were announcing from
the North, South, East and West as we passed Duran and
headed toward Mondovi. They were announcing upwind,
crosswind, downwind, base and final, usually several on
each leg. As we approached the airport, I couldn’t believe
the traffic.
I lagged back behind Norm and Greg and finally found a
place in the stream on
crosswind. As I turned
downwind, I couldn’t
imagine we could all
land, as all the parking is
on the north end of the
field and we were landing to the south. Sure
enough, as I turned final
I heard someone announce that back-taxiing
should begin, and those in the pattern would need to go
around. So I stayed in line and flew upwind at pattern altitude, looking down at a line of planes back-taxiing to the
north. At this point a voice came over the radio,
“This is just nuts. I’m getting out of here!” I didn’t blame
him, but I decided to stay in line give it another try.
On the 2nd circuit, I widened my pattern and fell back a fair
distance from the aircraft in front of me. When I turned final, I was a good mile out and they took the opportunity to
back-taxi the next group to parking. They finished up just
as I come up on short final, so this time I was able to land.
Low over the trees, cut the throttle and nose down to maintain airspeed while gliding over the hangar, then
flare to a nice 3-point
landing. I hustled to the
south end of the runway
to leave space for the
one behind me, and
turned a 180 to the east

Greg with his Pietenpol—a real crowd-pleaser!
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Log Cabin Airport
(from page 4)

edge of the grass so others could pass. A few more lined up behind me when the guide in the golf cart called for those in the air
to go around and signaled those of us on the ground to start our
back-taxi. I was in the lead, and just started to pull out when one
of the planes on final continued his descent, and I could tell he
had no intention of going around. So I pulled back in the weeds,
and the guide in the golf cart did the same. The straggler made
his landing, and we began our procession to the north parking
area. Too much fun!
As usual, a number of beautifully restored vintage aircraft found
their way to Log Cabin that day, as you can see by the photos.
Bob Poore and his wife showed up in “Pooh-T-Cat”, their colorful Grumman that kids just love. As we were eating lunch, Jon
Cumpton flew in with his American Champion, and we all
swapped landing tales. This is Norm’s favorite fly-in, and based
on the traffic that day, he is in very good company!

Verne Jobst To Speak
EAA Chapter 25 Banquet
October 7th
Eagan Community Center

We are pleased to
have Verne Jobst join
us as a special guest
and speaker for our
annual banquet on
Sunday, October 7th.
Verne is one of the
most talented aviation speakers in the
United States. A pilot
for over 50 years,
Verne has been a
United Airlines pilot, Air show Director at EAA’s
Airventure, and President of the IAC. Verne also
served as chief pilot for the EAA’s 1977 Lindbergh
Commemorative Tour. Flying around the United
States behind the controls of the EAA’s Spirit of St.
Louis replica, he logged more hours than Charles
Lindbergh actually flew in the original aircraft.

Verne’s appearance in Minneapolis is especially
significant in 2007 — the 80th anniversary of
Lindbergh’s Paris flight. So be sure to join us for
this special event. This year our banquet will
again be at the Eagan Community Center. Tickets
will once again be $17.00 per person. Reservations can be made by contacting Ron Oehler at
r.oehler@comcast.net.

Bob and
Susan
Poore in
“Pooh-TCat”

Norm & Dick take off for Buffalo in the J-3
ON FINAL SEPTEMBER 2007

Clay Adams was on hand to give
rides in his beautiful Travel Air
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Spirit of Washburn
(from p. 1)

allowed the members of our chapter to reach out, touch, and give
purpose to many students within the aviation program at
Washburn High School.
Three years ago, I was successful in securing funding to construct the airframe of a nose wheel Sonex LSA. The funding was
made available by four alumni of the class of 1958. The four
gentlemen, affectionately call themselves the “Band of brothers”. This project has the wings, control surfaces, rear fuselage
and vertical stabilizer completed. All that remains to finish is the
horizontal stabilizer, cockpit and firewall forward.
I have five main objectives to meet over the next twelve months;
which are:
1. To secure funding to the tune of $9000 for the AeroVee,
prop and instruments.
2. To complete the aircraft before the end of this school
year.
3. To recruit members of the chapter to work with 9 of the
best students you could ever come across on every other
Wednesday evening from 4.00pm to 9.00pm. This means
“drop in when you can”.
4. To establish a sub committee within chapter 25 to determine the future and management of the Sonex.
5. Secure funding for the paint job.

Item 1. “Funding”
I am not asking chapter members to tread the boards for me to
secure this funding. However, if you would like to, I would appreciate the help. What I’m asking for is solid contacts I could
approach.
I’m looking for one company or person, for a $9000 donation
(tax donation)
Or…
Two companies at $4,500 or,
Four companies at $2,250
You get the picture, I’m sure.
I will speak at Lions, Rotary Chamber of Commerce, sing,
dance, go on TV, Radio what ever I can do to achieve this objective, All I want you as members to do is “Set up the contacts”.

Item 2. Aircraft completion
As many of you know, I have retired from full time teaching at
ON FINAL SEPTEMBER 2007

Positioning the Vertical Stabilizer

Washburn, and it’s my wish to complete the aircraft by the
end of this school year. What the school district and
Washburn decide to do with the completed airplane is out
of my hands. If they say to keep it, a committee will need
to be formed to look at this. If they decide to “Sell it” and
sink the funds into another kit, or what ever, will be determined during the second half of this school year. Completing this airplane is the root objective.

Item 3. Member recruitment
Here is an excellent opportunity for you to get involved in
what the EAA stands for; building homebuilt aircraft. You
can contribute, put something back into education, or to
learn about the ins and outs of metal aircraft kit construction. Maybe you just want to work on your own project on
theses evenings. The bottom line is, you are not committing to every other Wednesday evening, you come when
you can. You can as a member, encourage new members
or potential members thinking about joining or building to
gain vital skills. This “Sonex club” is not just about
Washburn students, it also
(Continued on page 7)
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Spirit of Washburn
(From page 6)

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more
Wing skin nicely riveted

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470

ways been a joint project between the two groups right from the very
start.

Item 4. Formation of a sub-committee
I have mentioned this in item 3.

Item 5. Securing a donor or funding for the paint
job.
Attention to painting will be decided on after the aircraft is completed.
If the district and school decide it has to be sold, there is always the
possibility a potential owner may wish to either paint the airplane him
or herself. This will be addressed at a later stage. It will surely become
a committee issue.

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

In conclusion, I welcome and encourage you as chapter members to
give this your full attention and consider getting involved. If you
would rather work behind the scenes in supporting me in raising the
necessary funds for the project, I would welcome that with open arms.
If you would rather work on the project twice a month or when you
can, that would be excellent as well.
Please feel free to contact me at any time. My home phone number is
763-529-5325. My email address is:
peterthepilot_99@yahoo.com

Peter Denny

We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
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Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins
Sept 19th Ch. 25 Meeting at Ch. Hangar
See page 3 for map & directions.
Sept 15th Young Eagles (LVN)
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for
current info.
Sept 29th Young Eagles (RNH)
New Richmond Airport
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown
Oct 7 Annual Chapter Banquet
Future meetings 10/17, 11/21, 12/19,

Apple Ford Shakopee

800-737-0489

Apple Ford Mercury Lakeville

800-724-8196

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

New Vehicles
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles
Custom Shop Vehicles
One Low Price.

Check out the
2007 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.
Always!

1/16, 2/20, 3/19, 4/16, 5/21, 6/18, 7/16

Sep 15 Faribault Mn (FBL) 7a-12p
Airfest and fly-in bkfst
507/744-5111 dilligas@means.net
Sep 15-16 Aitkin Mn (AIT) 11a-3p
Taildragger fly-in. Chili, dogs,
cider 218/927-4104
Sep 16 Hector Mn (1D6) 730a1230p
Flight bkfst & Aviation swap meet
320/848-2745
Sep 16 Yankton SD (YKN) 8a-12p
Fly-in bkfst
Sep 16 Turtle Lk ND (91N)
730a-1p 701/448-2253

Sep 22-23 Grand Rapids Mn PGZ)
8a-noon Pancake bkfst
320/328-5852
Sep 29 Park Rapids Mn (PKD)
10a-2p
Fish and French fry feed
218/237-8528
Sep 30 Bowstring Mn (9Y0) 10a-2p
Chili and dogs fly-in
218/832-3567
Oct 6-7 Remer Mn (52Y) 8a-noon
Fly-in bkfst
218/328-5852
Jul 28-Aug 3 2008 Oshkosh (OSH)
EAA AirVenture 2008

Call for pricing

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Full Lotus Floats model FL 1220 brand new never inflated. 2 extra
air bladders, front & rear. Ops Manuals. Digital pics to e-mail if interested.
Asking $2500. Paul Brown paul.brown@fontiernet.net or 952-457-6940.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1958 J-35 Bonanza (IFR) (Bldg an RV-10.) 35 hours SMOH 300
hrs SPOH on Beech 278 prop. Airplane is "10" mechanically. Updts/mods
include: IO-470-N 260 HP eng, STEC-30 autopilot w/yaw damper and alt.
hold, KLN-89B GPS (IFR), new wing bolts in 2004, alternator conv, GAMI
injectors, EI UBG-16 eng mtr, EI FP-5 fuel flow, 1-piece wshield, shldr hrns
& much more. All AD's complied with. 160 kts TAS 12.5 gal/hr. See and fly
to appreciate. $75,000 David Maib 651-454-5358 dmaib@mac.com

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins
clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and
AOA kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate. Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For sale: 1/4 share in 1958 C172 N8564B for $7000. Located Crystal in
CAP hanger . Dues $40 per mo. Fly time $25 plus fuel. Contact Earl Jensen,
Lake Flying Club, 952-935-4306 or EMJMNTX@AOL.COM.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1989 Kolb Twin Star, open cockpit side by side 2 place, 503 Rotax, Warp Drive Prop, $10.5K, 612-978-6099.
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