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The 1950s seem like a
long time ago, especially
when you compare what the
Minneapolis airport looked
like in that time period and
what it looks like today. I
was reminiscing the other
day about what the airport
looked like when I first began visiting it. It sure has
changed…but then, it has
always been changing!
(Continued on page 4)
Speedway Field. 1929. Things to
note – Air Guard hangars at far
north end and FBO hangars built
along 34th Avenue at left. 66th
Street runs from left to right. The
Hohag farm is in the immediate
foreground.
(Jim Borden collection)

“Corvair High” Engine
Workshop by Patrick Hoyt
Local

EAA Chapter 25 members John
Schmidt and Patrick Hoyt attended the recent
“Corvair High” which was held in Fargo, ND
over Memorial Day weekend.
This hands-on technical event was focused on the
conversion of the
(Continued on page 7)
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Cleared for Takeoff

by Jon Cumpton

I

decided to take my own advice and do some
flying recently. I’ve been doing some instrument
training in my Citabria. This has been especially
interesting since I got my instrument rating in a
glass cockpit Cirrus a while ago. So the only traditional “six pack” I ever had worked with was in
those diagrams on the instrument written. Some
people I talked to were amazed that I converted a
Citabria to fly on instruments, without an autopilot. I have reminded them that many
pilots flew airplanes on instruments before autopilots were invented– although I have
to say they are nice. And the Citabria is a much more stable platform than I thought it
would be, and the old-fashioned CDI makes it easier to fly an ILS than a Primary Flight
Display. So, it’s been a fun 10 hours or so. This morning I switched back to the glass
cockpit, and I have to say it’s as much fun in it’s own way. Many pilots are shy about
working on an instrument rating, but I have to say it is one of the most challenging and
exciting things I have ever done. Staying current can be equally challenging, but the
whole experience makes VFR flight more enjoyable too.
For example, instrument training makes you more comfortable talking to controllers and
following their instructions. This morning I took Mark Schreier’s advice (again) on a
VFR flight from New Richmond to Flying Cloud, and requested clearance direct thru
the Class B. What a sightseeing view from 4500 feet as you fly right over the top of
MSP between St Paul and Minneapolis on a glorious day!

Minneapolis/St. Paul
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Yesterday I flew down to Des Moines to visit my son for the day and to visit the Good
Guys car show. Flying back in the afternoon, I diverted to Owatonna, because of the
nasty thunderstorms over the Twin Cities. As I taxied up on the ramp, I noticed a bunch
of other people had the same idea. This group included two beautiful B-25s returning
from an air show in Detroit. We got to hang out with the crews, get some great photos,
and then stand on the ramp when they fired both of them up. If you aren’t out flying
around, you won’t come across opportunities like this for an impromptu air show. Anyway, you get my drift, get out and fly!

Secretary

Other exciting things are happening too. Don’t forget the Fundraiser this year has a big
screen TV as Grand Prize. I am also pleased that we have secured our speaker for our
annual banquet October 7th. Vern Jobst will join us to share what I like to call his
“Lindbergh Experience”. Vern flew the EAA replica of the Spirit of St. Louis around
the country for the 50th anniversary of Lindbergh’s flight. Vern is an entertaining and
exciting speaker – he was also Air Boss at Oshkosh for many years and an FAA Examiner.

Newsletter Editor

Last, but not least, Mark Schreier from the FAA will again join us this month for his
view from the MSP tower. Be sure to join us on July 18th for grilling and a good time.
Jon
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This Month: Wed July 18th—Chapter Hangar—6 pm
Grill on at 6:00, Meeting starts at 7:00
Bring something to grill and something to pass

Program: This month our featured speaker will be Mark Schreier, FAA Con-

troller. Mark’s topic: Believe it or Not! A View from the Tower.

Sat July 21st, 9 am—Young Eagles at Chapter hangar, Airlake

Contact John Koser or Bill Brown to volunteer.
Mon, July 23—Sun, July 29 AirVenture 2007. This is our last meeting before
AirVenture—if you are still arranging transportation, or can provide a ride for others,
or just want to coordinate plans, this is the time to do it!
Sun Oct 7th—Chapter 25 Annual Banquet, Eagan Community Center
Directions to Chapter Hangar at Airlake:

South on I-35 to Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.)
Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then
right on Hotel or India Lane. Please park on grass between hangars.

New Members:

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
June 20, 2007
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Chapter Hangar at Airlake
Business meeting discussions

The following guests were introduced:
Kim Johnson Mark Kieper

Wendy Havir

All members are encouraged to wear nametags during chapter
events. Email Jon Cumpton if you would like to order a permanent one at a cost of $5.
The chapter newsletter is available via email. The electronic
version is in color and sending it by email saves the chapter
postage expense. Members are encouraged to contact Pete
Gavin to get on the email list.
Jon indicated that he will no longer be sending chapter related
announcements out via email. He is getting spam warnings
from his Internet provider because of the large distribution
list. Please check the chapter website at EAA25.org for
these announcements in the future. We are also always
looking for content for the website. Send any information
you have to Jon for posting.
We expected around 50 kids for our Young Eagles rally last Saturday but only 10 actually showed. One Scout troupe was
unfortunately a no show.
A Treasurer’s report was circulated. Our cash assets stand at
$5323 at meeting time.
We were unsuccessful in finding a candidate to send to EAA’s
Air Academy this summer so our Young Eagle credits were
returned to headquarters.
Our annual fundraising raffle is underway. Grand prize is a 32”
LCD HD TV. Second prize is a ride in Clay Adams’ 1929
Travel Air biplane. Tickets were distributed during the meeting. Members who where not in attendance will get them in
the mail.
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Runway

Bruce Anthony from Rosemount, building an RV-9.
Robert Bruce from Frontenac, flying a Cessna 152.
Martin Hoffarth from Lakeville
Austin Hoffarth from Lakeville
Kristen Hoffarth from Lakeville
Mark Kieper from Bloomington, fling a PA-20
Greg Sebold from Minnetonka, building a Sonex
Member news:
Peter Denny has retired from his teaching position at
Washburn HS.
Paul Lamberty completed the first flight in his RANS
Coyote.
Dick Navratil has mounted the wing on his Pietenpol.
Gusty news…. the June issue of Sport Aviation has an
article on the Gusty restoration project. Dale Johnson
will lead a project to suspend the Gusty in our chapter
hangar.
Upcoming events:
Our July meeting will feature a talk by MSP Approach Controller Mark Schreier.
The New Richmond air show is this coming weekend.
Our annual banquet is scheduled for Oct 7 at the
Eagan Community Center. Pat Halligan is
requesting help in contacting local businesses
for door prizes.
Program

Rich Kaynor, NW Development Pilot for the Boeing
787 gave a presentation on the operating systems
of the 787.
Submitted by Craig Nelson
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MSP

(from page 1)

The airport really began as
Twin City Motor Speedway in
1915 as you may all know.
What was originally a twomile concrete speedway became Speedway Field in 1918
at the close of WWI when airplanes began landing in the
infield. It was called the Minneapolis Airport from 1920
until 1923 when it was named
Wold-Chamberlain Field in
honor of Ernest Groves Wold,
and Cyrus Foss Chamberlain,
two flyers who died in aerial
combat in WWI. We now
know the place as Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.
The first FBO started business
in 1918 and the first federally
funded airmail flight landed at
the field in 1920. The state of
Minnesota built three hangars
at the north end of the racetrack for the new Air Guard in
1921. The Navy and Marines
soon built a small hangar of
their own at the same end as
the Guard, and from that point,
expansion boomed. The racetrack began to disappear in
segments, and by the mid1930s, the WPA had put men
to work clearing the rest of the
track away and begin laying
cement for the ramp and runways. With the outbreak of
WWII, the Navy took over the
whole field, expanded their
facilities 100-fold and the airport became crowded with
military aircraft. With postwar
runways proliferating and facilities improving, the airport
had become the heart of Minnesota’s transportation system.
As a lad in the early 1950s, I
peddled my bicycle from
(Continued on page 5)
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Dedication of Wold-Chamberlain Field. July 10, 1923. Air Guard hangars at the right…
don’t even have their shingles on yet. (Jim Borden collection)

Wold-Chamberlain Field Summer 1931. An airshow is taking place. 34th Avenue runs from left to
right, Fort Snelling Veterans Home is at top left and Mendota Bridge can be seen. Most of the old
racetrack has been removed. The terminal was built in 1930, and can be seen between the hangars
at left. (Jim Borden collection)
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(from page 4)

South Minneapolis to WoldChamberlain Field to watch
airplanes on weekends. The
original terminal building was
located on 34th Avenue just to
the south of what is now the
Crosstown
highway…only
there was no Crosstown then! I
would lean my bicycle against
the wall of the terminal and
walk through the front door,
beg some baggage stickers
from the ticket agents at the
Mid-Continent and Northwest
Airlines ticket counters, then
slip out the back door to an area
that was reserved for airplane
watchers, separated from the
airliners on the ramp by a cyclone fence. The airliners, usually about half a dozen or so,
were parked a wingspan from
the fence and passengers
boarded by going through a
simple swinging gate in the
fence and walking to the
planes, climbing boarding stairs
and disappearing inside. The
boarding stairs were rolled
back, engines started and the
planes taxied off. Planes like
DC-3s, DC-4s, DC-6s, Stratocruisers, and marvelously
beautiful Constellations.

Wold-Chamberlain Field terminal. 1931-1932. Note that the first control tower
has not yet been built atop the terminal. (Jim Borden collection)

If I wished, I could peddle
along 34th Avenue to the north
end of the field to where the
end of active runway 11L was
located, near the huge (!) De
Ponti FBO hangar, and stand at
the fence to watch Navy Hellcats and Corsairs come over
just a few feet above my head
while shooting landings. At the
far south end of 34th Avenue, I
could also stand at the fence
and watch P-51s of the Air
Guard doing the same thing on
11R, maybe a hundred takeoffs
(Continued on page 6)
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Wold-Chamberlain Field. 1933-1934. Closeup of the hangars and terminal along 34th Avenue.
The Air Guard hangars are at top left. The 1920 airmail hangar has been moved from the
middle of the field to the right of the Air Guard base . (Jim Borden collection)
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Larry Kinder wins
Brad Davenport
Award from Steve Beach
At

the Rocky Mountain EAA Regional Fly-In this
June, history began to repeat itself for Larry Kinder and his
award winning Mustang. The fly-in is held each summer at
Front Range Airport near Aurora, Colorado. Larry won
third place ‘All Metal Plans Built’ and the Brad Davenport
award. It is a very special category and only one is given
out each year.

MSP

(from page 5)

and landings a day. An Oshkosh worth of activity, free for
the watching.

There were no security guards, gates, or other hindrances for
young airplane watchers. All of the buildings on 34th Avenue
were accessible, with no pass codes or cameras. When I wanted
to go inside the FBO at De Ponti, I simply rode up on my bicycle, and walked in! Shorty De Ponti, the lessee, and FBO didn’t
want kids hanging around, but if we were genuinely interested
in airplanes…and I always carried my box Brownie to prove I
was…he would let us walk out onto the ramp and take pictures.
I loved it there because I was
inside the fence…even closer to
the touchdown end of Runway
11L.
At the south end of the airport
was an idyllic farm. The airport
and the Hohag farm lived sideby-side. It was possible to see
airplanes taking off and landing
while Grandma Hohag was
hanging out her wash only a few
hundred feet away. The Hohag
family had owned a good portion of the airport land at one
time, had produced a couple of
pioneer Northwest Airlines pilots, and was granted the right to
keep the farmsite until Grandma
and Grandpa Hohag passed on.
When they did, the farm was
razed and the place was immediately included in airport property and became the location
where Mercury Aviation, then
ON FINAL JULY 2007

Burlington Northern/Airmotive hangars were built.
Things were always changing! Other airlines came to town,
the airplane watcher’s area outside the terminal became a
second-story deck with railings to keep people a little farther from the hustle of passenger boarding. 34th Avenue
was truncated at the Air Force end with a taxiway extended
across it so that the Air Force could get to the runways. The
military aircraft of the past were replaced at the Navy end
by Banshees and Panthers, at the Air Force end by T-33s
and F-80s.

To be continued next month ...

Wold-Chamberlain Field. Spring 1937. The first runways are being built. Not much evidence
of the old racetrack remains. (Jim Borden collection)
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“Corvair High”

(from page 1)

Cases and Cranks

Corvair automotive engine for aviation use.
The basic Corvair engine is a horizontally opposed, six cylinder, direct-drive, air cooled engine of 164 cubic inches which produces 100
net horsepower. Ready to fly wet weight is around 230 lbs, which
includes the alternator and electric starter. In automotive use, the
same engine produces up to 180 horsepower. Corvair engines have
been used to power experimental aircraft since 1960, when Bernie
Pietenpol first installed one in a J-3 Cub, and later in the Pietenpol Air
Camper of his own design.
Some of the Corvair High
attendees brought their own
core engines. One attendee
flew his Corvair powered
KR-2 in from Georgia. The
host of the event, John Kearney, had a Corvair engine
mounted on a test stand,
where it was ran to the delight of the assembled aviators.

ON FINAL JULY 2007

USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

Project aircraft either flying
or under construction by
Engine Test Stand
those in attendance included
three KR-2’s, three PT-2’s, two Zodiac 601’s, one Zenith 701, and a
Piper Colt variant. Interestingly, a couple of the attendees had already
decided on the Corvair as their engine of choice, and were evaluating
project aircraft based upon
that choice.
Already in the works is a
larger Corvair High planned
for next year in Fargo. Perhaps some of this years attendees will be able to demonstrate their own running Corvair conversions by that time.

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS

Bill Clapp’s Corvair powered KR2
from Georgia

We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
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Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins
July 18th Ch. 25 Meeting at Ch. Hangar
See page 3 for map & directions.
July 21st Young Eagles (LVN)
Contact John Koser or Bill Brown for
current info

800-724-8196

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

New Vehicles
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles
Custom Shop Vehicles
One Low Price.
Plain and simple.
Always!

11/21, 12/19, 1/16, 2/20, 3/19, 4/16, 5/21

Jul 14 Hallock Mn (HCO) 7-11a
Fly-in bkfst 218/843-1059.
Jul 12 Hibbing Mn (HIB) 8a-1p
Fly-in bkfst 218/262-6377.
Jul 14 Cook Mn (CQM) 8:30-2p
Fly-in bkfst 218/666-9931.
Jul 15 Grantsburg Wi (GTG) 7a12p Fly-in bkfst 715/653-2619.
Jul 15 Sleepy Eye Mn (Y58) 6:3012:30p Fly-in bkfst 507/227-7407.
Jul 15 Eden Prairie Mn (FCM) 7a1p Zuhrah Flyers bkfst
612/581-1070.
Jul 21 South St. Paul Mn (SGS)
Wings of Hope Charity Fly-In
Food, WWII acft 651/455-6942
Jul 22 Preston Mn (FKA) 7301230p Fly-in bkfst 507/765-2582
Jul 23-29 Oshkosh Wi
Airventure 2007

800-737-0489

Apple Ford Mercury Lakeville

Check out the
2007 Ford Edge

Oct 7 Annual Chapter Banquet
Future meetings 8/15, 9/19, 10/17,

Apple Ford Shakopee

Aug 4 Elbow Lake Mn (Y63) 9a-1p
Fly-In, rib-eye sandwich. Dedication
of new runway, 1-3p. 218/685-6594.
Aug 4 Cloquet Mn (COQ) 8a-2p
Fly-In bkfst, car show, lunch@11am
Corn, brats, burgers. 218/879-7916
Aug 4-5 Milaca Mn (18Y)
Fly-in bkfst 8a-12p Aug 5
www.milacaairport.com.
Aug 5 Longville Mn (XVG) 8a-12p
Fly-in bkfst 218/363-3267.
Aug 5 Red Wing Mn (RGK) 7a-12p

Call for pricing

Fly-in bkfst 715/448-2233
Aug 5 Chetek Wi (Y23) 10:30a
BBQ Fly-in 715/924-4501
Aug 12 Lino Lakes Mn (8Y4)
12-4p Pig roast Fly-in at Surfside
Seaplane www.mnseaplanes.org
Aug 12 Walker Mn (Y49) 730a1230p CAP Pancake bkfst fly-in

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Full Lotus Floats model FL 1220 brand new never inflated. 2 extra
air bladders, front & rear. Ops Manuals. Digital pics to e-mail if interested.
Asking $2500. Paul Brown paul.brown@fontiernet.net or 952-457-6940.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1/2 share1958 J-35 Bonanza (IFR) based at Fleming Fld in So St
Paul in a new htd hgr. (Bldg an RV-10.) 12 hrs SMOH 300 hrs SPOH on
Beech 278 prop. Airplane is "10" mechanically. Updts/mods include:IO470-N 260 HP eng, STEC-30 autopilot w/yaw damper and alt. hold, KLN89B GPS (IFR), new wing bolts in 2004, alternator conv, GAMI injectors,
EI UBG-16 eng mtr, EI FP-5 fuel flow, 1-piece wshield, shldr hrns & much
more. All AD's complied with. 160 kts TAS 11.5 gal/hr. See and fly to appreciate. $35,000 David Maib 651-454-5358 dmaib@mac.com

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins
clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and
AOA kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate. Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For sale: 1/4 share in 1958 C172 N8564B for $7000. Located Crystal in
CAP hanger . Dues $40 per mo. Fly time $25 plus fuel. Contact Earl Jensen,
Lake Flying Club, 952-935-4306 or EMJMNTX@AOL.COM.
ON FINAL JUNE 2007

8

