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O

ur
Annual
Awards Banquet,
held at the Eagan
Community Center
October 8th, was a
great success. Over
eighty members and
guests
attended
along with special
guest speaker Tom
Poberezny, president
of the EAA. This
was our 50th anniversary year, and the
historical theme was
reinforced throughout the banquet. Our
(Continued on page 4)

Ray Brown Selected for
MAHOF By Mike Dolan
Ray Brown (1905-1988), a past member of our EAA Chapter 25,
has been selected for the Minnesota Hall of Fame for 2006. The official
induction ceremony will be held on May 12, 2007.
Ray was part of the beginning of aviation in America, the cutting edge,
and could by some measures been given the title of “Minnesota’s
grandfather of Aviation.” Ray’s aviation career began so early in the
history of aviation that he held Federal pilot (Continued on page 6)
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Cleared for
Takeoff by Jon Cumpton
I just got home from this year’s banquet.

I
hope all of you who attended enjoyed it as much
as I did. Thanks to Pat Halligan for putting it all together. I was also pleased
that Pat was able to collect a large number of door prizes. He was helped by Ed
Hansen and Jackie Rene. Thanks also to everyone who contributed silent auction items, and also those who were thoughtful enough to bid on them! This
year we raised over $600 just from the silent auction.
The Fundraiser was again a successful venture. Andy Hutchinson was able to
raise about $3,600 this year, which left us with $2,600 after the grand prize. All
this helps to keep us on schedule to eliminate the last piece of our hangar debt –
by the middle of 2008. This would not be possible if we didn’t have your support in selling fundraiser tickets. Frank Nelson won the Grand Prize of $1,000
and Linda Stein was the lucky winner of the biplane ride for two.
Our thanks also to Tom Poberezny for making the trek to Minneapolis to speak
to us. We are glad that both Paul and Tom were able to visit us this year to recognize our 50th anniversary.
September 30th also saw us add 53 new Young Eagles to our count for the year.
We are getting close to 200 total and expect even more before the end of the
year.

Minneapolis/St. Paul

Visit our website at eaa25.org
President

Jon Cumpton 715-760-0203
jcbroke40@aol.com
Vice President

Andy Hutchinson 952-758-9703
achutch@bevcomm.net
Secretary

Craig Nelson 952-949-0400
c.s.nelson@prodigy.net
Treasurer

Upcoming events include a visit this month from Don Brown of the FAA to our
Chapter meeting on the 18th. Don will talk to us about the revised Wings Program. Then in November, two events will take place. First on Saturday the 4th,
we have been invited to visit Gary Rene’s Celerity project in his house. The November chapter meeting will take place on the 15th and we will take a field trip
to the MSP tower. We’ll see both tower operations and TRACON. I thoroughly
recommend you take this chance to see the FAA operation – it’s a blast.
Hope to see everybody at the hangar on the 18th. Please join us since this will
be the last meeting this year at the chapter hangar. Our January meeting will
find us back at Washburn High School, where we will find a whole new aircraft
fabrication facility that Peter Denny has been working on since last year.
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Bob Eckstein* 763-566-0577
Peter Denny 763-529-5325
* also flight advisor
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This Month: Wed. Oct 18th—Chap. hangar 6:00 pm
Grill on at 6, Meeting starts at 7:00 pm
Bring something to grill and something to pass.

Program: Our speaker this month is Don Brown from the FAA FSDO in Minneapolis.
He will talk about the new Wings Program.
Saturday, Oct 21st, 9:00 am—Young Eagles flights—Airlake Airport
November 4th, 10:00 am ‘til noon: Project Visit—Gary Rene’s Celerity

(see map and directions on p. 7)
November program: We are planning a tour of the MSP tower and TRACON facil-

ity, courtesy of Mark Schrier.
Directions to Oct Mtg: South on I-35 to Hwy 70 (Megastop), then East to Hamburg
Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel or India Lane. Please park on grass between hangars.
EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
September 20, 2006
Presiding Officer: Jon Cumpton
Location: Chapter Hangar at Airlake
Business meeting discussions

Yes…Jon Cumpton is still the chapter President.
Mike Schornak was introduced as a guest.
All members are encouraged to wear nametags during chapter
events. Email Jon Cumpton if you would like to order a permanent one at a cost of $5. The nametag drawing is on vacation while we attempt to find the misplaced bag of materials used to conduct the drawing.
Please visit EAA25.org for current chapter information. If you
have material for posting on the website, please pass it
along to Jon Cumpton.
Members are encouraged to sign up with Pete Gavin to get the
chapter newsletter via email instead of the USPS. The electronic version is in color and sending it by email saves the
chapter postage expense.
John Koser reported that we flew 51 kids during the Young Eagles rally that occurred during the Sport Pilot Tour on August
19. September 30th is the date for the 4th annual New Richmond YE Rally. We are planning on flying Scouts at our
October rally. We need ground crew and pilots for these
events. Please call John Koser or Bill Brown if you can help
out. Bill is our new co-coordinator of YE activities.
Nominations for next year’s chapter officers are now open.
Please contact Mark Kolesar if you have an interest in running for an office.
A treasurer’s report was circulated. Out current account balance
stands at $6741.
We are getting into the final stage of our 2006 raffle fundraiser.
Please turn in your ticket sales to Andy Hutchinson. State
regulations require that all unsold tickets also be turned in.
Members are encouraged to sell 10 tickets. This campaign
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Runway

provides funds to help us retire the hangar debt and
support various chapter programs.
The Sport Pilot Tour was a big success with over 500
attendees. Thanks to all the chapter members who
helped with this event.
Our annual chapter banquet is on October 8th at the
Eagan Community Center. Tickets are $17 and must
be purchased by September 30th. Members are
asked to approach local businesses to see if they will
donate items that can be used as door prizes or silent auction items. A letter stating our status as a
501(c)(3) organization is available to show them.
Contact Pat Halligan if you can help with this effort.
It has been announced that chapter member Roger
Anderson will be inducted into the Minnesota Aviation
Hall of Fame. Congratulations Roger! Former member Ray Brown (who is now deceased) will also be
inducted.
Jim Ladwig has done some research and has compiled a
list of airplanes that were built by Chapter 25 members. The list contains over 100 planes.
Upcoming Events:
September 26th: Reopening celebration of E/W
runway at Anoka
October Chapter Meeting: Don Brown with the
FAA FSDO will discuss changes to the
Wings Program
November Chapter Meeting: Tour of MSP Control Tower
December Holiday Party: To be announced
Project visit with Gary Rene who is building a
Celerity: Details to be announced
Program

Designated Pilot Examiner Bill Mavencamp Jr. discussed his experiences of giving check rides over
the years and the new Sport Pilot rule.
Submitted by Craig Nelson
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(Continued from page 1)

founding charter was on display, along with photos
from that era. Member Jim Ladwig compiled a list of
over 100 homebuilt aircraft completed by chapter
members over the years.
Chapter president Jon Cumpton did a great job as MC,
drumming up interest in the silent auction and orchestrating the awards segment in record time. Jon gave
special recognition to member Roger Anderson for his
selection by the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame for
induction in 2007.
Jon presents Tom Poberezny with
“How to Speak Minnesotan”

Mark Kolesar receives
2006 Top Gun Award

Tom Poberezny followed the awards segment as the
evening’s guest speaker. Tom described the origin of
the EAA as a group of people who helped one other
build airplanes from scratch materials. Tom talked
about the special culture of the EAA, where individual
dreams to build and fly an airplane have spawned inventions and advances in every area of aviation. This
spirit of inventiveness is evident in every member who
builds an airplane, and especially in EAA members
such as Burt Rutan, the founder of Scaled Composites,
and Alan and Dale Klapmeier, founders of Cirrus Design.
Tom credits the growth of the EAA to the local chapter
structure, where volunteers are recruited and motivated.
Tom stressed the importance of including family members in our love of aviation, and noted what a critical
role family activities play in the EAA culture.
(Continued on page 5)

Bill Brown receives
2006 Ramp Champ Award

Andy Hutchinson receives
2006 Fundraiser Award

Left: Airventure
Volunteer Awards
Right:
Aviation Service
To Youth Awards
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(Continued from page 4)

Tom also thanked members for their strong support of the
Young Eagles program, which helps to keep the EAA family-oriented and plants those seeds that encourage involvement in later years.
Turning to the future, Tom noted the rapid growth of the
Light Sport Aircraft program, and its importance in keeping
the cost of flying affordable. He also pointed to growth in
the high end of the market and the plans of the Klapmeier
brothers to produce the Cirrus Personal Jet.
Tom discussed the ongoing work of Burt Rutan’s Scaled
Composites group, with White Knight 2 and SpaceShipTwo
to be unveiled next year. He also described the PAV
(Personal Air Vehicle) Challenge, a NASA sponsored program to encourage innovation in the amateur and sporting
aviation communities.

Tom Poberezny reminisces
with Roger Anderson

Pat Halligan shows
off gift of jacket
with Chapter 25
emblem

Thanks to all those who made this such a special evening:
Tom, for his inspiring words; Jon, for his great job as MC;
Pat Halligan, for finding the great silent auction prizes and
the numerous door prizes; Ron Oehler, for managing ticket
sales and attendance, and all the others who helped to make
the banquet a success.

Chapter 25 Awards for 2006
Traveling Trophy
Bert Sisler
President
Jon Cumpton

Young Eagle
Coordinators
John Koser
Jeff Coffey

Vice-President
Andy Hutchinson

Newsletter Editor
Pete Gavin

Treasurer
Ron Oehler

Airventure 2006 Awards

Secretary
Craig Nelson

Chapter Website
1st Place
Jeff Coffey
(Continued on page 6)

2006 “On Final” Newsletter Awards
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2006 Young Eagle Ground Crew Awards
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(Continued from page 5)

Preservation Award,
Warbirds
Jim & Sarah Maloney
Airventure Volunteers
Ron Oehler
Mike Dolan
Harvey Havir
Jon Cumpton
Phil Schaffer
Tech Counselors
Bob Eckstein
Peter Denny
First Flight Award
Gary Morse
RV-7A N327PP
Aviation Service
to Youth
Peter Denny
Jim Ladwig
Bill Brown
John Koser
Jon Cumpton
Chris Bobka
Norm Tesmar
Fred Rogers
Jeff Coffey
Chapter Fundraiser
Andy Hutchinson
Newsletter Awards
Jon Cumpton
Craig Nelson
John Koser
Noel Allard
Lee Hurry
Frank Hanish
Bill Brown
Bert Sisler

Norm Tesmar
Andy Hutchinson
Mike Dolan
Steve Adkins
Lou Martin
Danielle Rae Moritko
Kevin Blendermann
YE Top Gun
Mark Kolesar
YE Ramp Champ
Bill Brown
YE Pilots & Crew
Mark Kolesar
Don Eide
Jon Cumpton
Pat Halligan
Pete Gavin
Norm Tesmar
Paul Pankratz
Gary Rosch
Bob Foster
Earl Jensen
Ron Oehler
Jeff Coffey
John Koser
Andy Hutchinson
Bill Brown
Mike Dolan
Dick Reinke
Peter Denny
Bob Spry
Kris Olson
John Schmidt
“Gusty” Restoration
Bert Sisler
Ron Oehler
Terry Carmine
Norm Tesmar
Kevin Tesmar

2006 Young Eagle Pilot Awards
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Ray Brown

(Continued from page 1)

certificate # 879, and Mechanic license no. 259. Ray actually started flying before there was such a thing as pilot
licenses. Ray soloed a Jenny in mid-summer 1926 and at
that time there really were no requirements for pilot licenses. About 1927 the Government sent inspectors to the
airports to give out pilot and mechanics licenses. Ray took
written tests for both his private pilot and mechanics license and then took his flight test on the same afternoon.
The flight test comprised of showing the inspector 3 successful landings and take-offs. He recorded 8300 hours in
Jenny’s, Waco’s, Fairchild’s, Curtiss Robin’s, Travel Air,
Challenger, American Eagle, Piper Colt (he rebuilt) and
the experimental aircraft Daphne he built. Ray was a
member of the OX5 (member # 6022), the EAA (member
# 31004) and the Flying Farmer organizations. If you ever
had the opportunity to talk to Ray, you could feel the beginning of aviation and you felt that much closer to “The
Lindbergh era”.
During the winter of 1924 and 1925 Ray worked for the
Huff-Daland Aircraft Co. in Bristol, Pa. building wooden
ribs. Every day or two a well-dressed man would come
strolling thru the shop. The man turned out to be a test pilot. Ray asked if he got paid for this and found out that he
was Billy Bishop, the Canadian War Ace (WWI). Ray decided then that he wanted to learn to fly. He wrote a letter
to a barnstormer he knew and asked him if he’d teach him
to fly. The barnstormer suggested that Ray go to Curtiss
Field. Ray then wrote to Curtiss Flying Service in Garden
City, Long Island, N.Y. and got hired. Ray became a
working student and worked 6-7 days a week, all day.
Ray was one of three mechanics living in a line shack,
working at Roosevelt Field the day Lindberg took off on
his famous New York to Paris solo flight. He was awakened in the middle of the night by the owner of Roosevelt
field to service the Spirit of St. Louis. He and two other
mechanics fueled, greased and oiled the Ryan for the flight
the next day. Ray and some others towed the Ryan over to
sod strip for takeoff and then had to help Lindberg get the
“Spirit” moving initially by pushing on the struts. He then
was among the mechanics that bet $10 each (a weeks pay)
with the Operations man at the field that Lindbergh would
make it. When Lindberg returned to America, Ray was
invited to one of several Dinner Operas in Honor of
Charles Augustus Lindbergh.
Ray flew for Coastal Airways as a Captain for some time.
He flew an amphibian airplane between Hudson, NY and
Rochester, NY. On his last flight with them he crashed the
airplane into some trees on take-off from a lake after landing to wait out a thunderstorm. He said the crash was
caused by floats that were water logged. After salvaging
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(from page 6)

the wreck and loading it on a freight car, he was fired and given his
last paycheck. But Coastal Airways was not doing well and the
check bounced, so Ray sat by the doorway of the company treasurer
and collected ticket money from customers. He finally took the rest
of his pay in postage stamps and left.
Ray then went on to found a flight school which he operated until
1940. At that time he applied for a job with the CAA and when he
requested Alaska, they sent him instead to Minnesota, which they
felt was about “the same kind of place.” In 1944, he joined the Minnesota Department of Aeronautics, licensing and enforcing state
aviation statutes. He was strict, but loveable. While working for the
Minnesota Department of Aeronautics Ray was instrumental in getting the Omni-directional beacon system in Minnesota set up and
calibrated.
He retired in 1972 and bought a tree farm in Apple Valley, running
that until he moved to Sky Harbor Airpark at Webster, Minnesota.
There he rebuilt a Piper Colt and constructed a homebuilt aircraft in
1977.

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470

Editors note: Ray Brown’s grandson, Paul Brown, has just joined
the chapter. Please welcome Paul to our chapter!

Directions to Nov 4th Project Visit
10am-noon, Saturday
Nov 4th. Gary Rene’s
Celerity Project visit.
8200 Carriage Hill
Rd., Savage MN.

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

Take 35W to Hwy 13.
Go south on Hwy 13
to McColl Dr. Go west
on McColl Dr. to Foxberry Rd. Go south on
Foxberry Rd. to Carriage Hill Rd. Turn left
on Carriage Hill Rd to
Gary’s place.

Order Your 2007 EAA Calendars Now!
The chapter is again going to make available to member the 2007
EAA calendars at $10 each. The order will be placed with Headquarters after our November meeting so that they will be here in
time for the December meeting. Please see Ron Oehler at the October or November meeting if you are interested. If unable to attend
either meeting send me check (address is in newsletter) for the quantity you want to purchase.
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Vivian’s Homebuilt (see ad on page 8)
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Chapter Events and Fly-Ins
Oct 18th Ch 25 Meeting 6pm
Chapter hangar at Airlake (LVN)
See page 3 for map & directions
Oct 21st Young Eagles (LVN)
Nov 4th Project Visit (see p. 7)
Nov 15th Chapter Meeting
MSP Tower and TRACON tour
Nov 18th Young Eagles (LVN)
Future meetings 11/15, 12/20, 1/17,

2/21, 3/21, 4/18, 5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

Oct 13-15 Rushford Mn (55Y)
Powered Parachute Fly-In, camping
on field. 507/452-6888.
Nov 18 Cambridge Mn (CBG) 9a-5p
Annual chili feed and toy drive for kids
hospitalized over the holidays.
Brenna Matthies 763-552-4359

Mar 26-27 Bloomington, MN
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel.
2007 Aviation Maintenance Conference.
Janese Thatcher, 651/297-7652
Dec 2 Cottage Grove Wi (87Y) 11a-2p
Blackhawk Airport Chili Feed

Jim Falk 608/849-7765
zflfyer2@yahoo.com
Dec 2 Faribault Mn (FBL)
Tree of hope toys for hospitalized
kids. Free chili and refreshments
for pilots who fly in toys.
Apr 11-17 Alexandria Mn
Arrowwood Resort
MCOA Airport Symposium
May 5-7 East Gull Lake, Mn
MN Seaplane Pilots Assn Safety
Seminar at Cragun’s Resort
Jul 23-29 Oshkosh Wi
Airventure 2007

One Low Price. Plain and simple.
Apple Valley Ford
(952) 431-5900

Always!

Apple Ford of Shakopee
(952) 445-2420

Call for pricing

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Homebuilt two place tandem. open cockpit, hi wing, 64TT, Eng.
0235C 1035TT Plane garaged 10 yrs Bldr deceased (see photo p. 7) $20,000
Starduster II fuselage & empenage $1800
Amphibian, single place hull/fuselage modified Cub wings $1800
Alum 6061T6 tubing 1.175"OD, .o25 wall, 12 1/2' long, about 60 lengths
6 RC models, gas & electric engines, controls etc.
Pair of J-3 ailerons, J-3 fin, motor mount, pair of skis, radio, Lyc o'haul man.
Vivian Christianson vivchristi@gmail.com 763-559-2783
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and AOA
kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate.
Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted: I am working almost daily on my Fisher project. Down the road I
will need some instruments. This will be a VFR setup. Engine will be a Subaru. Let me know if you have something I might be able to use. Contact
philschaffer@peoplepc.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For sale: 1/4 share in 1958 C172 N8564B for $7000. Located Crystal in
CAP hanger . Dues $40 per mo. Fly time $25 plus fuel. Contact Earl Jensen,
Lake Flying Club, 952-935-4306 or EMJMNTX@AOL.COM.

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1/10 share in Wally’s Flyers J-3 Cub “N25WF”—$3,150—includes
hangar on southwest side of MIC Airport—vintage flying at a very low rate.
Contact Peter Denny 763-529-5325
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 2 Continental IO-470L engines with accessories, TT1550 Right &
left. Call Dan 612/991-6392.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Rent: Hangar space at Crystal Airport $85/mo.
Darrell Pearson 952-927-9471 wabedo50@yahoo.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1989 Kolb Twin Star, open cockpit side by side 2 place, 503 Rotax,
Warp Drive Prop, $10.5K, 612-978-6099.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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