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Flying to Oshkosh

AUGUST 2009

by Greg Cardinal

What is it like to operate
into Oshkosh during Airventure with an aircraft that has
no radio, no transponder, no
brakes and a simple tailskid
instead of a steerable tailwheel?
Turns out it is relatively simple with proper preparations
and patience.
2009 marked the 80th anniversary of the Pietenpol airplane and owners of Pietenpol’s
(Continued on page 4 )

P-51C Mustang
Returns to
Fleming Field
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 27, 2009

On Wednesday, August 5, 2009 the Minnesota Wing of the Commemorative Air Force will
welcome one of its
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Koser’s Comments
The big items for this month are:

hangar

improvements and Air Venture.
Hangar Improvements: The electrical mods
are finished, and look good. Thanks to Ed
Hansen, we found an electrician who handled
the job well and promptly. We are ready for
insulation once we make the decision to install or not to install some kind of windows
on the south wall. Board members have been
polled via email and have responded with
several thoughtful comments as to appropriateness, cost, need, and other interests/ A
final decision is yet to be made, but will be soon.
Certainly insulating the hangar is a big project, but one which we can likely handle,
partly with some of our own labor. Several contractors have offered bids for the job.
More on that later, once the window decisions are made.
Air Venture: This year, I took my son and his two older boys to Oshkosh for the early
part of Air Venture. We sat on the flight line with a handheld listening to the tower
instruct incoming flights Sunday afternoon. On Monday, we witnessed the arrival of
White Knight One as well as spent a lot of time just looking at planes of every sort.
(At the Sonex booth, I tried to convince a few folks about how much fun they’d have
building.)
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Tuesday’s big excitement was the arrival of the Airbus 380. I still found it hard to
believe the big ship actually landed at Oshkosh. Following access to a number of UTube videos of the landing, I have more respect for the pilot who put it down, although
a bit hard. If you haven’t watched those videos, I recommend doing so and watching
especially that big rudder just at touchdown.

Treasurer

I was also impressed by the optical system on the nose of the Predator aircraft. The
astronomer in me wanted to have that big Cassegrain reflector camera. Wow!

Newsletter Editor

We have been fortunate to confirm the speaker for our October banquet. Some members who were at the banquet years ago may remember Liz Strophus, WASP of WWII
era. She has agreed to speak to us in October, and I think we’ll enjoy her presentation.

Young Eagle Coordinator

Don’t miss the August meeting when Jim Hartman fills us in on his flight testing of
his Pitts Model 12. See you there.
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This Month: Wed Aug 19th—Chap. Hangar—6 pm
Grill on at 6, Meeting starts at 7. Please bring something to share.
Program: The August chapter meeting will feature Jim Hartman’s flight testing

report on his Pitts Model 12. With good weather, he’ll fly the Pitts over that night
for us to check out. Plan to be there.
Sat Aug 15th—Young Eagles at 9am, BSAEC hangar at Airlake.

Young Eagle volunteers, please contact Bill Brown for more information.
Sun Oct 4 —Annual Awards Banquet at Eagan Community Center

Mark your calendars!
Directions to Chapter Hangar at Airlake:

South on I-35 to Hwy 70
(Megastop), then East to Hamburg Ave (3rd stop sign.) Right turn and South to airport perimeter road. Left on airport perimeter road then right on Hotel or India
Lane. If the surface is dry, please park on grass between hangars.

Runway

The number of annual operations is down to about
39,000 at LVN. It peaked at 82,500 in 1994.

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
July 15, 2009
Presiding Officer: John Koser
Location: Bert Sisler Aviation Education Center (BSAEC)
at Airlake

A survey will be coming out to help understand interest
in building a bathroom facility down by the FBO.
No other location is available due to local jurisdiction issues.

Business meeting discussions

MAC is researching adding 3 rows of hangars on the
SW side of the runway.

Members are encouraged to wear nametags at chapter
events. Dakota Awards is our supplier of permanent tags.
See the chapter website (EAA25.org) for information on
how to contact them and order one.

A runway extension to the east is also being looked at.
Program

Bill Brown gave a Young Eagles update. We are now expecting about 40 kids for the rally on Saturday. We were hoping to fly 100 kids in cooperation with the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters program but an insurance issue has prevented the
BB/BS from participating in the rally. Volunteers for
ground support are needed. As always, contact Bill Brown
if you can help with any of the rallies.

Scott Johnson, Chief Instructor Pilot at LSA North gave a
FAA Wings presentation on flying into AirVenture.
Submitted by Craig Nelson

Liz Strohfus to receive
Congressional Gold Medal

A treasurer’s report was circulated. At meeting time our cash
balance is $4171.
Pete Gavin continues to create great chapter newsletters each
month. Contact Pete to get on distribution to receive the
newsletter electronically in color.

As many of you know, Liz Strohfus served as a
Womens’ Air Force Service Pilot in WWII and is one of
Minnesota’s most visible aviation ambassadors.

Upcoming aviation related activities of interest include:

Last month, President Obama signed a bill to give the
WASPs the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
award for civilians. President Carter had previously
granted the WASPs veteran status. Strohfus and another
Minnesota WASP, Mildred "Micky" Axton, will travel to
Washington DC in a few months to receive their medals.

AirExpo will be at Flying Cloud next weekend.
The Pietenpol fly-in at Brodhead is also next weekend.
Our Chapter 25 meeting next month will feature a program
on flight testing a Pitts Model 12.
Greg Fries, the MAC Airport Manager for Airlake, gave the
following update on LVN related topics:
Suggested actions were presented on how to make the
our next YE event and the CAP pancake breakfast go
well relative to other airport tenants.

… and Liz has agreed to speak at our
October banquet !!
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Call for MAHOF
Nominees

(Continued from cover)
were invited to gather at Airventure to showcase the design.

NEWS RELEASE

The word was put out through the Brodhead Pietenpol Association newsletter, internet discussion groups, word of mouth,
rumor, etc…..that we would fly to Oshkosh from our annual
Pietenpol reunion in Brodhead, WI that is traditionally scheduled the weekend prior to Airventure.

The open nomination period for submitting a candidate
name for possible 2010 induction into the Minnesota
Aviation Hall of Fame ends on December 31, 2009. If
you know of someone you feel should be inducted into
the MAHOF, now is the time to put together a nomination package. Inductee selections for 2010 will be made
from June through September of 2010 with the new inductees being announced on September 1st. Those persons will be formally honored at a Spring Banquet in
2011. It sounds far off, but the deadline will be here before you know it!

18 Pietenpols were at Brodhead including Dick Navratil’s Rotec radial powered airplane, Dale Johnson and I were there
with NX18235 and 16 others from as far away as North Carolina and Kentucky. One even flew in from San Luis Obispo,
California which required 5 days of flying and close to 20 flying hours.

If you are serious about submitting a candidate, please
visit the Hall of Fame website at mnaviationhalloffame.org or mnaviationhalloffame.com. Information
about nomination requirements is posted there as well as
a wealth of additional information about the Hall and its
nearly 150 current inductees.

With my tailskid requiring grass to safely operate I made plans
to use the ultralight strip at the South end of the OSH airport,
all of the other Piets were equipped with tailwheels so they
were to arrive in two groups and land on the paved runways.
The arrival plans that were worked out with controllers at
OSH required us to land at Waupun, WI about 15 miles south
of the airport and call the tower with ETA and number of aircraft in each group. They gave the groups instructions to land
straight in on 36L.

________________________________________

May 2009 Awards Banquet

Dick Navratil was the flight leader for one of the two groups.
Departing Waupun and abeam Fond du Lac a radio call was
made to Fond du Lac tower who coordinated with OSH controllers to hold the arrivals from Fisk so the Piets could go
straight in. This went off without a problem and everyone
landed in a gusting crosswind with only one incident causing a
scraped wingtip and bent prop.
I went in as a loner on the ultralight arrival. I had the arrival
route to myself at 8:30 am and landed without incident.
The parking volunteers gave us a parking spot with good visibility and Dale spent most of two days answering questions
about his beautiful handiwork.

Above: Waldo Anderson & Family pose for a photo
following his induction in the Hall of Fame
Below: 2009 MAHOF Inductees & Representatives

Dick Navratil’s plane had a constant crowd around it and he
most likely gets the “Dead Grass Award”
It took approximately 4 hours to get home, headwinds the entire way with fuel stops at New Lisbon and Rushford.
Coming across Wisconsin at 300' AGL I saw lots of deer at
8:30 am and an Amish farmer working his fields with a team
of horses.
It was a fantastic trip and well worth the months of preparation.
Greg
ON FINAL AUGUST 2009
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P-51C at Fleming
(Continued from page 1)
most popular airplanes, a red-tailed P-51C Mustang, back to
the hangar after a five year absence. The short, informal ceremony, featuring a fly-over by the airplane before landing,
will take place at 2:30 p.m. at the Wing's headquarters Hanger #3 Fleming Field, 310 Airport Road, South St. Paul,
MN 55075.

Mitchell, an AT-6 Texan, a BT-13 and others. In addition,
history rides will be available in the B-25 Mitchell. The
event promises to be fun and educational for the entire family.

The Red Tail Project, an all-volunteer non-profit organization
associated with the Minnesota Wing, just completed a $1
million restoration of the Mustang, named Tuskegee Airmen.
The Mustang had been restored once before and toured the
air show circuit for three years starting in July 2001. Its pilots
and crew took every opportunity to tell audiences across the
country the story of the Tuskegee Airmen, the first black
fighter pilots to serve in the U.S. Army Air Corps during
WWII.

Red Tail Project – Commemorative Air Force
“America’s Flying Tribute to the Tuskegee Airmen”
182 West Division Street
River Falls, WI 54022
www.redtail.org
Contact Person: Dani Langer
Company Name: Red Tail Project
Telephone Number: 877.522.2988
Fax Number: 715.426.9719
Email Address: info@redtail.org
Web Site Address: www.redtail.org

The Tuskegee Airmen painted the tails of their fighters red
and as they proved their skill and courage in the skies over
Italy and German, bomber pilots began requesting the "red
tail angels." The Airmen flew hundreds of missions and
earned hundreds of medals and designations, including the
Congressional Gold Medal in 2007 in honor of their war service to the United States.
The Red Tail Project's Mustang crashed due to catastrophic
mechanical failure at the Red Wing Air Show in May 2004,
killing the Project's leader, Don Hinz, and destroying the airplane. The members of Red Tail Project never doubted that
the plane would one day fly again so it was trucked up to TriState Aviation in Wahpeton, ND, and fundraising began. A
group of stalwart volunteers worked closely with the staff of
Tri- State to rebuild the Mustang so it could continue to serve
as a tool to create interest in the history and legacy of the
Tuskegee Airmen.
Now that the restoration is complete, the Red Tail Project
will focus on the development of an educational traveling
exhibit. This "museum on wheels" with the theme of "Rise
Above", will have interactive displays that tell the story of
the Tuskegee Airmen and their role in WWII and the desegregation of the U.S. armed services.
The Mustang will be one of several aircraft featured at the
Minnesota Wing's free charity open house and fly-in on Saturday, August 8, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The "Wings
For Hope" event will benefit six charitable organizations,
including Halo R.E.A.C.H. A Child. They will also be collecting non-perishable food items for local food shelves like
Second Harvest Heartland. Guests will have the opportunity
to get up close to exciting airplanes like the B-25 Miss
5
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July 18 Young Eagles
For a very nice write-up of the day’s event by
Richfield Sun reporter Paul Groessel, go to
http://www.mnsun.com/articles/2009/07/31/news/fw30youngeagles.txt
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Stuff for Sale/Wanted
PROJECT FOR SALE: 2001 KITFOX LITE SQUARED (Kitfox Model IV TriGear) - Factory-rigged wings, Airfoiled tail, Conventional cowling, Electric elevator
trim, Strut fairings. No engine. Asking $10,000.
Ben Adamowski - badamowski@comcast.net - 952 949-2186.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: POWER TOW 12v aircraft tug, rated to 4700 lbs. Rigged for Cherokee/
Archer, cost $1395 new, asking $700.
952-929-8725, hhavir@nbs-inc.com - www.powertow.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Rent: Hangar space at Airlake. Lot 38G, sharing space with a Sonex and
Stinson. $200/mo. Call 651 423 4273 or email lisamadams@frontiernet.net
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1948 Beech Bonanza 35. T.T.A.C. 2980, Engine 22 SMOH. Prop & all
Accessories 22 since overhaul. New paint & leather interior. Tip tanks, dual controls,
all new windows, cleveland brakes. Many mods. VFR radios. At KLVN. Asking
$48,000. Al Morphew 952-985-5910 612-961-1546
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1973 Cessna 150L TTAF 3300, 700 SMOH. White w/blue stripe.
Exterior 8/10, interior 8/10. Michael single Nav/Com radio, ModeC Xpndr.
Fresh annual. Portable GPS included. $18,000 firm, similar in trade-a-plane
for 23-24. Gerald Mercier, gjmerci@aol.com 612/861-6921.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 40' x44' hangar 32G at Airlake Airport. A/C building tools, many
misc. parts. A/C oil & filter, welder/tanks, 1968 Cardinal wings & tail feathers. Call Phil & Betty Funk at 612-578-3017 for viewing.

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.airmapsinc.com
1-800-852-1470

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Hangar #30, 48’x50’—Winsted Municipal Airport 10D40' Electric Bi-Fold door; Concrete floor; Mercury Vapor lighting; 11' x 13'
Garage door. 320/834-2824 be35_33_captn@hotmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Rent: Heated hangar space at KMIC. Space has good lighting and use of
microwave, refrigerator, bathroom, lounge, and hot/cold running water. Rent
dependent on type of A/C or use. Space comes with resident AP, IA, EAA
technical counselor, and A/C welder. Call 763-494-6993 evenings.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted: I am working almost daily on my Fisher project. Down the road I
will need some instruments. This will be a VFR setup. Engine will be a Subaru. Let me know if you have something I might be able to use. Contact
philschaffer@usfamily.net

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: RV-6/6A project in Burnsville—pre-punched empennage and wing
kits are complete. Right wing is jigged with the skeleton and main skins
clecoed in place. All parts primed. Includes elec trim, wing lndg lts and
AOA kit. $5000 for all, but am on furlough from Mesaba and willing to negotiate. Chad Tarara ctarara@comcast.net 952-956-4614
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Two of the most revered and loved ambassadors for Minnesota aviation, Liz
Strohfus and Sherm
Booen pose together
at the May 2nd Minnesota Aviation Hall
of Fame Induction
Banquet. Both are
past inductees of the
Hall of Fame. Liz will
be speaking at our
chapter banquet on
October 4th.

We are experts in
finding qualified
buyers for your
aircraft

P.O. Box 44578
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
1-800-798-0554
Email: sales@PlaneSmithLLC.com

www.PlaneSmithLLC.com
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Chapter Events
and Fly-Ins
Aug 19th Chapter Meeting at Airlake
Grill on at 6, meeting starts at 7pm
(see page 3 for directions)
Aug 15th 9am Young Eagle Rally
Contact Bill Brown for current info.
Oct 4th Annual Awards Banquet,
Eagan Community Center
Future meetings 9/16, 10/21, 11/18, 12/16,

Apple Ford Shakopee

800-737-0489

Apple Valley Ford Lincoln Mercury 800-737-0481

One Low Price.

Check out the
2009 Ford Edge

Plain and simple.
Always!

1/20, 2/17, 3/17, 4/21, 5/19, 6/16, 7/21, 8/18

Aug 15 Forest Lk MN (25D) 10-4p
Brats/burgers/ice cream Fly-in
651/776-1717
Aug 16 Mankato Mn (MKT)
7:30-1p Fly-in bkfst 507/345-3767
Aug 16 St Paul Mn (21D) 7a-12p
Lk Elmo Aviation Day, pancakes
651/439-5040
Aug 22 Glencoe Mn (GYL) 10a-2p
Sweetcorn/brat Fly-in
320/238-2376
Aug 22 Marshall Mn (MML)
0830-1230 Pancake bkfst
507/537-1865
Aug 23 Boyceville Wi (3T3) 7-1130
Fly-in bkfst 715/643-6100
Aug 23 Pipestone Mn (PQN)
8-1230p 507/562-2473
Aug 23 Litchfield Mn (LJF) 7-12p
Fly-in bkfst 320/693-6189
Aug 30 Grygla Mn (3G2) 7a-12p
Fly-in bkfst, fall festival
218/459-3436
Aug 30 Owatonna Mn (OWA)
7a-12p Fr Toast bkfst
507/456-2764
Sep 5 Battle Lake Mn (pvt) 11-2p
Beck Mem. Fly-in noon meal
218/864-5589
Sep 6 Mondovi Wi (pvt) 9:30a-?
Noon lunch Log Cabin Fly-in 122.9
Doug Ward 715/287-4205
Sep 12 Osceola Wi (OEO) 8a-4p
Wings & wheels Fly-in bkfst
meyerjk@centurytel.net

Sep 12 Superior Wi (SUV) 730-11
Fly-in bkfst
Sep 12 Blue Earth Mn (SBV)
4-7:30pm Grilled pork fly-in
507/526-7264
Sep 13 Maple Lk Mn (MGG)
1130-2p Pork Chop fly-in
763/670-6021
Sep 13 New Ulm Mn (ULM) 7a-1p
Pancake fly-in 507/354-6080
Sep 18-19 Faribault Mn (FBL)
Airfest & balloon rally
Pancakes Sat 612/618-5883
Sep 19 Hutchinson Mn (HCD)
MN 99’s fly-out 952/955-2802
Sep 19 Grand Rapids Mn (GPZ)
8a-noon Fly-in bkfst
218/328-5852
Sep 20 Mora Mn (JMR) 10a-2p
Chili fly-in 11a-2p 320/679-3515
Sep 20 Thief River Falls Mn (TVF)
8a-1p Fly-in bkfst 218/681-5585
Sep 26 Bowstring Mn (9Y0) 10a-2p
Chili & dogs fly-in 218/832-3567
Oct 3 Park Rapids Mn (PKD)
10a-2p Fall colors fly-in
angie@parkrapidsaviation.com
Oct 17 Le Sueur Mn (12Y)
MN 99’s fly-out 952/955-2802
Nov 21 Litchfield Mn (KUF)
MN 99’s fly-out 952/955-2802
Dec 12 Anoka Mn (ANE)
MN 99’s fly-out 952/955-2802

from Don Sektnan:
◊ Once over the hill, you pick up speed.
◊ I love cooking with wine. Sometimes I even put it in the food.
◊ If it weren’t for STRESS I’d have no energy at all.
◊ I know God won’t give me more than I can handle. I just wish
He didn’t trust me so much.
ON FINAL AUGUST 2009

8

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

New
Richmond
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bruce Bottolfson

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft and Hangar Insurance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 367
1225 N. Knowles Ave.
New Richmond, WI 54017
Phone: 800-747-1619

www.newrichmond-insurance.com

