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Igniting the Imagination ...
Hands-On Aviation at Washburn

by Celia Poehls

Tat-tat-tat-tat,

brrrrrrrrrrrr, thunkthunk-thunk. (Ouch!) These sounds rise
in volume as one descends the cement
steps to the “Hangar” in the basement at
Washburn High School. Here, in a converted storeroom, roughly 30 students
are actively learning about aviation in its
most practical sense. They are working
together to build a complete airplane.
For about three years now, Peter Denny,
our adopted “Aussie” and the Washburn
Aviation Small Learning Community
(“SLC”) Lead Teacher and Coordinator,
has been striving for this moment.
In his free time
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by Phil Schaffer

I recently completed my biennial review in a Cessna 152

at Crystal Shamrock.. It had been seven years since I had soloed, the last time being a trip in a J3 Cub to Little Falls in
1997. Needless to say I was rusty. With retirement coming
within a year, I wondered if I was getting too old for this flying stuff. I had some good role models, including Dave
Fletcher, who with his gray hair went ahead and bought a
single seat experimental and got it off the ground and back
safely a number of times. I’m also acquainted with Burt
Sissler, who designed and built his plane (the Cygnet) back
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in the 50’s or 60’s, and still flies it
today. Burt is also the founding
father of Chapter 25.
The biennial process at Crystal
was unusual for the length of time
it took, and the number of instructors I went through. Before my
first session on July 30 I spent
some time studying up on the rules
and regulations around airports and

(Continued on page 5)
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Cleared for Takeoff
by Pat Halligan

B

efore we look ahead to 2005 I thought it might be fun
to look back on 2004 and admire all that the chapter has accomplished. We started the year with a very cold meeting in
our hanger in January. I and a few of our members thought
the roof insulation and the furnace would be adequate to
keep us warm for a few hours. Wrong! I think we lost a few
members to frostbite. Thank goodness we gain a few new
members each month.
The February meeting at Airovations was one of the
nicer meetings we had in a long time. Todd and his crew rolled out the red carpet with
food, door prizes and hands on demonstrations. Very classy.
Moving back to our hanger for the warmer months brought a number of good speakers like Scott and Kelli from Eyes of the Wild, Ben Redman from Rare Aircraft, and
some new airplanes to look at from Cessna and Lancair. Barbequing and a lot of
friendly airplane talk took place before and after every meeting.
Our first Lakeville High School aviation scholarship is definitely a feather in the
Chapter’s cap. Peter Denny and Washburn High School got their Sonex kit and have
started building it. Don’t forget to stop down and help.
AirVenture 2004 turned out to be an event our chapter will not soon forget. First and
foremost, Pete Gavin brought home the National Newsletter of the Year Award and
your president won Best Continuously Maintained Contemporary Airplane. The tent
Jeff Coffey’s parents set up for us proved to be a very popular gathering spot. I’m already looking forward to next July.
The raffle, even though it didn’t raise the kind of money other ones have, was low
key and the money raised will be put to good use. Thanks to Jeff Coffey and all his hard
work and also for being my Vice President the last two years.
We received sad news of the passing of Harold Steffen and Earl Adams. With the
donations from Toni Steffen and Donna Adams, we realize that even though a member
is no longer with us, their dreams live on.
The banquet turned out to be another enjoyable evening. The food, guest speaker
(Jim Johns), the awards, the silent auction… everything was splendid.
Our Young Eagle count is over 250 for the year, with one more weekend to go.
Thanks to all the pilots and ground crew for your support. Jon Cumpton and John Koser
have done an outstanding job this year.
Our big hanger door and the small garage door are now insulated, mostly due to the
work of Harvey Havir and Lee Hurry. The addition of the raised library looks fantastic.
Now we end the year with a tour of the Golden Wings Air Museum and a Christmas
party at Dan Carroll’s hanger on December 19th, starting at 2 PM. WOW! What a year.
We had an officers and BOD meeting this past week and continue to plan for 2005
and beyond. I’ll wait until January to write about all those plans.
I would like to extend the warmest Christmas wish from the Halligan house to yours
and wish you all the best in 2005.
HO HO HO Halligan
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Monthly Meeting—Sunday, December 19th, 2:00 pm
Golden Wings Air Museum—Followed by Chapter 25 XMAS Party at Dan Carroll’s hangar. Spouses and friends are welcome!
NOTE: There will be no meeting on Wednesday Dec 15th

Our meeting will be on Sunday December 19th instead of our usual
Wednesday night. It will start at the Golden Wings Air Museum
(Anoka Airport) at 2 PM. We will be there for 60 to 90 minutes OR
SO.... to look at their 27 airplanes.
About 3:30 we will head across the field to Dan Carroll's hanger,
northeast corner- North Dakota lane for the party.
Bring Food or Bring Drinks:

Members whose last names begin with A-J: bring some food to share.
Hot or cold, crackers, cheese, fruit, chips, dip, cookies whatever…
Members whose last names begin with K-Z: bring something to drink.
Water, beer, pop, wine ....…
Annual Dues—if you haven’t paid, you’re way overdue—bring $25
Young Eagles Saturday Dec 18th (9am at Airlake Airport)
Directions to Meeting: From intersection of 35W and 694:

North on 35W to State Hwy 10 (this is north of the exit for County Rd
10). Take State Hwy 10 northwest to the 85th St. exit. The gate will
open automatically as you approach. If you get lost, call Dan’s hangar
at 763-717-2549

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2004
Presiding Officer: Jeff Coffey
Location: Washburn High School

Business meeting discussions

Peter Denny describes
the construction of the
spars for the “Spirit of
Washburn” at the November meeting

(See the Treasurers Report on p. 8)

• New members and guests were introduced:
Paul Schalekamp, Tom Kerns, Bill Keller
• Officer elections were held with the following results:
President: Pat Halligan
Treasurer: Ron Oehler
Vice President: Jon Cumpton Secretary: Craig Nelson
• A Young Eagles update was presented. Our usual third
Saturday YE event is on for November 20. The rally will
be held at the FBO and will be in conjunction with a pig
roast the FBO is holding. The plan is to continue with the
third Saturday rallies through the winter.
• There was discussion about the news story that aired on Fox
News about reliever airport security.
• There was discussion about the proposed development plan
that would close Crystal Airport. A hearing is planned at
the Capital Building on Friday, November 19th at 1 PM on
the topic.
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•

Brief project updates were given by the following members:
- Dale Johnson/Greg Cardinal on their Pietenpol
- Bill Brown on the first flight of his Sonex
- Craig Nelson on his Kitfox

• Greg Cardinal was the winner of the nametag drawing.
Program
We reviewed the Washburn Sonex project.
Submitted by Craig Nelson November 29, 2004
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(Continued from page 1)

Peter treks from group to group sharing his dreams and vision to bring a more “hands-on” style of learning to make
Aviation real for students. Peter’s experiences teaching in
Australia proves this method is successful. As he talks and
travels, he has been hoping someone would be able to provide the financial backing to make this “take off.”
Earlier this year, this finally transpired. An Alumnus from
the Washburn High School Class of 1958 kindly stepped
forward and contributed the funds necessary to purchase the
two-person monoplane “kit” from Sonex-Ltd., in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. Several of his classmates have pledged their support for this project and he made good on their pledges.
Building a plane from “spinner to rudder” is without a doubt
the best way to expose students to the many-sided nature of
aviation. In practical terms, professional aviators will tell
you it is beneficial to be a “Jack-of-all-Trades.” The best pilots know you need experience and skills with mathematics,
metallurgy, geography, economics, architecture, graphics,
aerodynamics, carpentry, physics, English, design and meteorology to name a few. This hands-on plane building class
supplies participants with much needed experience in supportive and positive surroundings.
Class members will be able to take this practical learning
experience and their successes and apply it, no matter what
career choice lies ahead for them.
A few issues pushed the target start date for building out a
few months. This down time was wisely used preparing and
studying blueprints, manuals and other documents needed
for this momentous undertaking.
To-date, the building teams have been established and the
students are researching their components. They have also
been practicing with pneumatic tools, forming gussets and
putting in rivets. It’s not as easy as Mr. Denny makes it
look.
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Appropriating a line from Cap’n Jack Sparrow in a recent
blockbuster movie Pirates of the Carribean, this “Ship is
more than a keel and a hull and a deck.” This ship is called
Spirit of Washburn’s Band of Brothers for its contributors
and its intention to signify the dreams and hopes of the
young people who have studied and are studying Aviation
and Aerospace at Washburn.
When the plane is completed in about two years, it is Peter’s
plan to first fly the plane generally along the Louis and Clark
trail from St. Louis, Missouri to Haystack Rock, on the Pacific shoreline in Oregon. Exploring “uncharted territory,” so
to speak.
After that, he will fly it “in formation” with many other
Sonex builders in a cross-country fly-by with touch-downs in
places like Jefferson City, Missouri; Sioux City, Iowa; Pierre, South Dakota; Bismarck, North Dakota; Missouri
Breaks, Montana and Lewiston, Idaho, as a practical exhibition of “working outside the box” and going to the edge.
The Diary of the building class can be found at: http://
washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us//The_Sonex_Diaries.html.
We would certainly appreciate your comments, questions,
suggestions and support in any form.
Please
direct
inquiries to Mr.
Denny at peter.
d e n n y@ mp l s .
k12.mn.us
or
Celia
Poehls
(Aviation SLC
Parent
Team
Leader) at cezz i u m@ ya h oo .
com.
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Volunteers Needed !

Jon Cumpton and I spent a session with Peter's class last
week. This is a large group of kids, working in sub-groups on
sub-assemblies of the Sonex project. I was impressed with
Peter's organization and the responsiveness of his students to
their assigned tasks. The group with which I worked (forward
fuselage) was working very carefully in measuring and cutting pieces for this sub-assembly.
Any time you coordinate a group of adolescents to accomplish a task of this magnitude, you put yourself in a precarious
position. With the wide range of maturity, it can sometimes
be a real challenge to show results! The students I worked
with took responsibility for their tasks, took pride in their
work, and really had a sense of belonging to this project.
I urge other members of Chapter 25 to spend time between
9:30 and 10:30 AM in Peter's class. I plan on being there
Wednesday mornings and possibly Friday mornings if my
schedule permits. It's fun and the students are most appreciative. I hope to see you at Washburn! —John Koser

Wear a Nametag, meet
more people, win a prize!
One of the great things about Chapter 25 is that it has grown
in recent years to have over 120 members. Do you ever go
to a meeting and see people you don’t know? Or see people
whose face you recognize, but don’t know their name? One
simple way to help meet those people is to wear a nametag.
Nametags also help new members or guests feel at home by
making it easy to greet someone by name without embarrassment.
For the next year, we’re encouraging members to come to
meetings and meet those “strangers” by having a nametag
raffle. It works very simply. When you wear a nametag at a
meeting (stick-on or permanent) your name goes in a hat.
We will draw one name, and he or she will win $20!! Let’s
see how many members we can get to know in 2005!
ON FINAL DECEMBER 2004

Getting Current

(Cont’d from page 1)

air space. When I arrived for my first appointment with Erik,
he gave me a test to take. I elected to do it right away so we
could get going into flying. I passed the test, but then there
was the issue of knowledge of the airplane I would need in
order to fly at the FBO. So I had to buy some books, including a 152 manual and a new FAR/AIM. I also got another
quiz to take home, which had to do with the specific performance information of the 152. We set a date for our first flight
together on Saturday, August 7.
It was a pretty good day for flying, although it was cloudy
that Saturday. Erik took me through a few turns, steep turns
and stalls. I did most of that OK. Then we headed out to Buffalo to do a few landings. I found that my J3 Cub habits were
not all that helpful for the 152. In the Cub, I had to be very
quick on the rudder pedals to avoid doing a ground loop. In
the 152 the instructors had to tell me to lay off the rudder as I
jiggled the plane back and forth on final. I’m not sure
whether it was Erik or I who really landed the plane at Buffalo that day. Whoever it was, we did all right.
Neither Erik nor I thought I was ready to fly alone yet, so we
scheduled another flight for the coming Thursday. However,
before that day came, I got a call from Erik, notifying me that
he was transferring to North Dakota and wouldn’t be able to
keep the date. So I got re-scheduled with Aaron for Saturday
the 14th. Aaron was a more experienced flight instructor. He
was quite competent, and took me through emergency procedures, a couple of engine out situations, and some landings.
The landings were not so good this time, probably because I
was doing most of the flying, except when I scared Aaron
into action. I don’t think he was impressed. He also let me
know that landings can’t be taught. That’s when I began to
wonder if this process would turn out all right. But I scheduled another session for the 24th.
Before I showed up at Shamrock on the 24th, I discovered
that Aaron had developed a conflict. So I was introduced to
Emily, my third instructor. Emily was fairly new at Shamrock, and actually she is fairly new everywhere. I think she is
younger than my own daughter. But she is a great instructor.
We stayed in the pattern that day, and did three takeoffs and
landings. Emily talked me through the pattern procedures,
which I had learned about but not really gotten down pat. She
gave me a clue about landing: "Keep the nose on the numbers." I suppose everyone but me had heard this before, but I
took it as a great piece of advice, and it pretty much has
solved my landing problems. By the end of that session I had
done a couple of decent landings, but we agreed that I was
not finished.
It wasn’t until Sept 10 that I could get another session with
Emily. It wasn’t a great day for flying, at least not for me,
since there was a significant crosswind. Emily was not fazed
by the weather. I agreed to go, though I knew it would be
tough to do things exactly right in
these conditions. But I had come, (Contnued on page 6)
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and did not want to waste
the occasion. We did one
flight around the pattern,
a difficult approach and
landing, and again I’m
not sure who really made
it. We were going to do a
touch and go, but as we
built up speed for the second takeoff, there was a
loud rattle in the plane. I
aborted the takeoff and
we taxied back to Shamrock to investigate the
problem. We couldn’t
quite figure it out, but we
thought the smart thing to
do was to quit for the day.
Subsequently we found
out that the landing gear
Emily Watters, CFI
fairing had gotten loose
and rattled in the wind.
We were never in danger, but we didn’t know that at the time.
By the 16th the fairing had been fixed and I knew this session with
Emily would have to be it. If I didn’t get it right this time, I thought,
I wasn’t meant to continue flying. As it turned out I made three landings without any interventions from Emily. My biennial was finally
accomplished.
Having completed the biennial, I still had not flown solo for seven
years. I decided I would like to fly up to Grantsburg for a Chapter
875 meeting. I reserved the airplane for the October 20 meeting.
However weather that day called for icing conditions, so that I drove
instead. I didn’t have high hopes for the third Sunday of November,
but it turned out to be a perfect day with 10 miles visibility and no
storms coming over the state. I was still a little hesitant, but figured
that if the weather was good I was meant to make the flight. I called
up Shamrock that morning, and the plane was free, so I was good to
go.
The flight was technically uneventful, but for me it was an adventure because I hadn’t set out by myself for those seven years. Although I was qualified for this flight I felt like a novice and was a bit
nervous. Something I know about myself is that I fly better alone
than when I have an instructor along. Things I had going for me
were a flight path that I had prepared previously, perfect weather,
and an airplane in which everything worked right. The path I took
paralleled a series of lakes which led to the St Croix river, which has
a distinctive bend just where I needed to be. Even so I ended up farther east than I intended. When I realized this, I headed straight north
and after a minute or two I spotted Grantsburg, probably twenty
miles out. I overflew the airport to see how the wind was, but I had
trouble using the wind sock, since its color now is not much different
than the ground color. I also noticed a flock of cranes flying not far
down from me. My landing on runway 30, despite a crosswind, was
ON FINAL DECEMBER 2004

uneventful.
After the meeting I took Ole for a ride around the pattern so I could get my three landings in for the day. Ole
did have a time squeezing into and out of the 152, but
the short ride ended well. By this time the sun was
pretty low, so I decided to get going. I didn’t want to
have to practice night flying on this trip.
With the sun low in the sky, it was a little difficult to
see what was ahead because of the glare on the windscreen. I figured out that my path pretty much coincided with a heading right toward the sun, so I did have
some extra-terrestrial guidance without a GPS. After
awhile it became apparent to me that I was going to do
some night flying after all. I switched on the navigation
lights and hoped my old eyes would adjust to the darkness. When I got to the freeway at Forest Lake I saw
that from there a path across Anoka County airport
would take me straight to Crystal. I dialed up ANE and
was told to maintain 2500 or more across the air space.
I also was told I was too high, in danger of entering
Bravo airspace. When I looked toward Crystal, I saw
nothing but darkness. Then I saw a bright flash, and it
was the strobe light at Crystal. Then I realized that this
approach would be more certain for me than a daytime
approach. The landing approach I got from Crystal
tower was a straight-in on runway 24, which was the
path I was already traveling. Piece of cake.
I now feel a lot better about my future flying. My plan
is to keep current with the rental plane until I get my
own plane built. I won’t be bored in retirement!

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470
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Young Eagle News
by John Koser

We had two volunteer pilots on Saturday, November 20th but

only one got to fly Young Eagles. I brought four kids from my church
and their parents out, and Pete Gavin was happy to fly two flights.
These kids (and their parents) were incredibly impressed that someone would go out of their way to provide an airplane ride at no cost
and just for fun. They really enjoyed flying with Pete.

Ron Hansen
22100 Hamburg Ave.
Lakeville, MN 55044

Office 952.469.4414
Cell 612.940.3570

We have one Boy
Scout troop tentatively scheduled for
December 18th, as
well as one Cub
Scout Den. We'll see.
I have a line on another group that also
may be interested, but
it hasn't gelled yet.
With the potential we
have for a good turnout in December, we
may reach our goal of
Grandpa and parents along with their young
300 Young Eagles, but
eagles flown on November 20th
we'll need pilots and
ground crew for that event. Please let John Koser, Jon Cumpton, or
Jeff Coffey know if you can be involved.
Thanks in advance!

Picture This!

from Don Sektnan

A

man was flying from Seattle to San Francisco. Unexpectedly,
the plane stopped in Sacramento along the way. The flight attendant
explained that there would be a delay, and if the passengers wanted
to get off the aircraft, the plane would re-board in 50 minutes.
Everybody got off the plane except one gentleman who was blind.
The man had noticed him as he walked by and could tell the gentleman was blind because his Seeing Eye dog lay quietly underneath the
seats in front of him throughout the entire flight. He could also tell he
had flown this very flight before because the pilot approached him,
and calling him by name, said, "Keith, we're in Sacramento for almost an hour. Would you like to get off and stretch your legs?"
The blind man replied, "No thanks, but maybe my dog would like to
stretch his legs." Picture this:
All the people in the gate area came to a complete standstill when
they looked up and saw the pilot walk off the plane with a Seeing
Eye dog! The pilot was even wearing sunglasses. People scattered.
They not only tried to change planes, but they were trying to change
airlines! True story.... Have a great day and remember... things aren't
always as they appear.
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Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com
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Chapter Events and Fly-Ins
Jan 15 Winsted Mn (10D) 11a-1p
Sunday Dec 19 2 pm Ch 25 Tour
9th Annual Chili Feed Fly-In
Golden Wings Air Museum at
Anoka Airport—Chapter 25
Russ Paschke 320/485-3720.
Meeting followed by XMAS
Feb 5 Brodhead Wi (C37)
party at Dan Carroll’s hangar
Groundhog Chili Fly-In. Runways
(see directions on page 3)
not plowed. 262/374-0465
Dec 18 Young Eagles at Airlake
Mar 6-8 Fargo ND Holiday Inn
Future meetings 1/19, 2/16, 3/16, Upper Midwest Aviation Symp.
4/20, 5/18, 6/15, 7/20, 8/17, 9/21 kasowski@aero.und.edu.
Mar 24-25 St Paul Mn
Dec 15 Grand Rapids Mn 7-10p
Mn Aviation Mtce Tech Conf
FAA Wings Safety Seminar
Radisson Riverfront Hotel.
Miles Rief Center, 720 Conifer Dr
800/857-3922.
Dec 17 Kill Devil Hills, NC
Apr 12-18 Sun N'Fun 2005 (LAL)
Wright Brothers Celebration of
Apr 23 Bloomington Mn 5pm
Flight Fly-by 252/475-5571.
MAHOF Induction Banquet.
Jan 15 Grand Rapids Mn 11a-2p
For reservation contact Nancy
Ski Fly-In and Chili Feed
Olson, 1101 E. 78th Street,
(GPZ) Runways 10/28 and 4/22
Suite 150, Bloomington, MN 55425
open for skis. 218/244-5658.
Jul 25-31 AirVenture 2005 (OSH)

One Low Price. Plain and simple.

Always!

Apple Valley Ford

Apple Ford of Shakopee

(952) 431-5900

(952) 445-2420

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
Wanted: Rebuilt low time engine for my PA12: 108, 115, 125 or 135 HP would be
acceptable. Jan (grounded supercruiserman) Berghoff cell 952-994-4114 home 952829-5914 office 507-357-6565.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: Lycoming O-235C, 0 SMO, no accessories, all logs. $4900.
John Curry 952/983-0742
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: pair of new headsets from Sporty’s, model Air-680, $120 ea. New. Plus
Flight Gear carrying bag, will sell both headsets plus bag for $75. Pat 651-452-7050
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: From Stan’s Skybolt—Lycoming HO360-B1B 180 hp engine, conical
mounts, Ellison throttle body, 60 amp alt., oil sump heater, Christen inverted oil system, JPI engine analyzer, 15 hrs since Buldoc overhaul, $17,500
Also, McCauley 74-56 prop 15 hrs since overhaul incl. chrome spinner $1,500
Email Stanflys@aol.com or call Dave at 651-423-4912

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 29’x34’ homebuilder’s shop with walkout rambler attached. Burnsville,
joins Skyline park. 3 bdrm/fam rm/dbl garage. $279,000. Pat Green 952/890-3514
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1/10th share in J-3 Cub & hangar at MIC. Low cost flying .
Call Dan: 612/991-6392 for specifics.

Chapter 25 2004 Month-Yr Treasurer’s Report
Begin-Balance Income
Expenses Ending-Balance
January
7,414.07
1,988.55
1,723.42
7,679.20
February
7,679.20
640.00
2,538.91
5,780.29
March
5,780.29
1,202.00
1,835.67
5,146.62
April
5,146.62
522.75
1,165.44
4,503.93
May
4,503.93
58.78
1,339.07
3,223.64
June
3,223.64
1,647.83
1,090.08
3,781.39
July
3,781.39
399.24
176.31
4,004.32
August
4,004.32
633.12
404.42
4,233.02
September 4,233.02
2,297.40
1,236.84
5,293.58
October
5,293.58
7,039.44
3,233.88
9,099.14
November
9,099.14
890.00
704.06
9,285.08
Dec to date 9,285.08
30.00
1,205.00
8,110.08
Year-to-Date

17,349.11

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

16,653.10

Submitted by Ron Oehler, Chapter 25 Treasurer
Note: Int free loans & hangar payoff to M. Gulbrandson removed from Inc & Exp Dec 5
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