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Sonex First Flight

NOVEMBER 2004

by Bill Brown

Members have seen Bill’s
white-on-aluminum Sonex in the
northeast corner of the chapter
hangar for a couple months
now. What you may not know is
that Bill took his Sonex up for a
successful first flight on Tuesday, October 12th.
(Story on page 4)

First flight day photos by Steve Adkins

Bill taxies his Sonex back to the chapter hangar following the 1st flight on
October 12. On the right, Bill is congratulated by his wife Sue who also served
as ground control, recording flight statistics while operating the radio.

Awards Banquet 2004
We had a great setting again this year for our
awards banquet at the Eagan Community Center.
We held this year’s event a month earlier than
usual, and we did manage to attract a couple of
snowbirds before their annual journey south.
Jimmy Johns, pilot and historian specializing in
Pearl Harbor, gave a most entertaining and informative presentation on the At right: 2004 Young
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Cleared for Takeoff
by Pat Halligan

T

he Sonex airplane project is underway
at Washburn High School and it is going
great guns. I stopped by on Friday morning
and Peter Denny had a smile from ear to ear.
It was fun to walk around the room and talk
to the students as they worked in groups on
different parts of the airplane. They work
every day from 0930 to 1030 and Peter
really, really, really wants chapter members
to stop in to visit and lend a helping hand.
You go to the main high school door (east side), sign in, get a visitor pass and head
downstairs to the “hangar” classroom. These kids are pumped and you will be too when
you leave as their excitement is contagious.
Peter addressed our members during the October monthly meeting and expressed an
interest in setting up a committee that could help form some sort of Sonex flying club
since the Sonex will be staying with the chapter. That’s right! The Sonex will be staying
with the chapter and flown by chapter members. This should be a very reasonable way
(cost wise) for some of our members to climb back into the cockpit. If you want to be
involved with the committee/club let Peter or myself know ASAP.
The November monthly meeting will be held at Washburn High and this should give
those members that are unable to make it to Washburn during the morning aviation
class a chance to see the progress being made on the Sonex. This is so cool.
Watch for information on the December meeting as I’m trying to combine a meeting/
Christmas party at the Golden Wings Aviation Museum and Dan Carroll’s hangar, all at
Anoka airport. It will probably be on Sunday December 19th. Spouses will be welcome.
Thirty minutes before the October meeting started Donna Adams, wife of the late
Earl Adams, handed me an envelope with over $800 in it. The money was from the
Adam’s family and Earl’s memorials. What a truly wonderful gift to the chapter. We
will talk about using this gift for something special and not just using it to pay down our
loan.
Toni Steffen, wife of the late Harold Steffen, has been donating a lot of wonderful
gifts to the chapter the past couple of months. She has given us books, magazines, videos and a David Clark headset which we sold at the banquet during our silent auction
and that is just some of the things she has donated.
I want to thank both of these generous women for their gifts to the chapter. We will
do our best to keep the memories and love for aviation of these two men alive. It seems
very appropriate that I write about this during November, since this is the month we
celebrate Thanksgiving and I am truly thankful.
God bless all of you, and now “pass the turkey”

Pat
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This Month—Nov 17th—Washburn High—6:30 pm
Meeting starts at 6:30 Free coffee & snacks
See the New Sonex Project: Peter’s students have begun work on the “Spirit of

Washburn”. Come see their progress. Peter will explain his plans for Chapter 25 ownership of this aircraft. Volunteers will get a chance to learn to fly the “Spirit”.

46 St

Officer Elections: Nominees are:

X

President: Pat Halligan, Vice-President: Jon Cumpton,
Treasurer: Ron Oehler, Secretary: Craig Nelson

50 St

2005 EAA Calendars have arrived—pick up yours, a few extra available.
Annual Dues—if you haven’t paid, you’re overdue—bring $25

Lyndale

35W

Young Eagles Saturday Nov 20th (9am at the FBO, followed by pig roast!)
Directions to Meeting: From the South: Left exit 108 from 35W at the Crosstown.

Continue north on Lyndale Ave to 50th Street. Right turn and proceed 3 blocks. Turn left
into the school south parking lot. Enter south door #9, meeting down the hall on your right.
From the North: 46th street exit from 35W, turn right. West on 46th street to Nicollet,
turn left. South on Nicollet to 50th, turn right. West on 50th past the Junior High School to
the Sr. High School 2 blocks west of Nicollet. Turn right into the school south parking lot.
Enter at south door #9, meeting down the hall on your right.

EAA Chapter 25 Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2004
Presiding Officer: Pat Halligan
Location: Chapter Hangar at Airlake Airport

Business meeting discussions
(See the Treasurers Report on p. 8)

Hwy 62
35W

Nicollet

- Peter Denny gave a Washburn Sonex project update. A
web page has been posted to publicize the project and
prompt donations for tools & equipment. Peter would
like to form a committee to manage the operation and
use of the Sonex as a chapter asset once it is complete.
Members are needed to work with the Washburn students on this project.

- New members and quests were introduced:
Mat Dunkel, Jim Fischer, Paul Schalekamp

- Mark Wilson framed two USA maps that will be hung in
the chapter hangar. Thanks Mark!

- Chapter 25 received memorial donations of $815 in memory
of Earl Adams, $500 of which came from Donna Adams.
Earl was a long time member and he will be missed by all.

- Young Eagles update: 72 kids were flown in Sept, 48 in
New Richmond and 14 last Saturday. Nov 20th will be
in conjunction with a pig roast at the FBO—join us!

- Members signed a copy of Minnesota Aviation History for
Jeff Coffey for his service as Chapter Vice President.

- 2005 dues of $25 overdue—payment to Rich Monteleone.

- Many thanks go to Lee Hurry and Harvey Havir for spear
heading the effort to insulate the hanger door.
- Our annual banquet was a big success with 75 people attending. Auction items brought in about $900. A big thank
you organizers and to those who donated items.
- The chapter fund raising raffle is now over. We netted approximately $3500. Thanks go to Jeff Coffey for coordinating the event and to all who sold tickets.
- Lifetime chapter memberships have been awarded to the following members who have donated $1000 or more to the
chapter over the past year:
Dale Johnson, Mark Gulbrandson, Frank Hanish,
Gary Rene, Dan Carroll
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- Nominations were made and seconded for 2005:
President: Pat Halligan Vice President: Jon Cumpton
Treasurer: Ron Oehler Secretary: Craig Nelson
Program

Mike Margano, a flight instructor with Airlake Flight Training discussed the biannual flight review process. We
viewed a video about
the Legal Eagle ultralight that Frank
Hanish is building.
Submitted by
Craig Nelson
Lee Hurry and Harvey
Havir insulate hangar door
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Sonex First Flight

(Continued from page 1)

What got you interested in flying?

How did the FAA inspection go?

When I went to work for IBM back in 1963, one of my coworkers got me started. I got my private license in 1969 at
Benson airport in White Bear Lake, and I’ve been flying
ever since. I now have something over 1200 hours in everything from Champs to a King Air. Most of my time is in taildraggers.

The FAA approval involved a
lot of paperwork.
But the inspection
itself was brief
and easy. The inspectors
are
friendly but overworked,
and
things
move
slowly.

How did your family and friends react when you decided
to build your own airplane?
Most were very supportive. My dad had a private license,
and my wife Sue has soloed.
How did you happen to choose the Sonex?
This is actually my 3rd homebuilt – I have built a Sonerai
and also an RV-4. I knew John Monnet, who designed both
the Sonerai and the Sonex. I had also met both Jeff Coffey
and John Koser of Chapter 25, who completed their Sonex’s
over a year ago. Both have been very cooperative in demonstrating their aircraft and answering questions. I also got a
chance to fly the Sonex before building my own. My first
flight was with Dave Koelzer from Marion, Iowa in his 3300
Sonex. I was sold!
How did you get started with building the Sonex?
I didn’t want this project to drag on, so once the decision
was made I dove in. I bought a complete Sonex kit and
started building on December 12, 2003. It was cheaper to
buy the whole kit at once, and I didn’t want any delays.
Did you make any design changes?
I like the basic Sonex as designed, and the only change I
made was to flush rivet the whole airplane. This was not a
huge extra effort.
Did you get help with the project?
I did most of the work myself, but I did get help from several friends, especially Kevin Kavaney and Jim Wallace. Jim
is a college buddy who lives in Dallas now and flew here to
help me wire the panel and other things. I also had Peter
Denny, a technical
counselor
with
Chapter
25,
inspect
the
project
on
three different
occasions. Peter was most
helpful.

Assembling the right wing
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How did you
prepare for the
first flight?

Filling out the instrument panel

I did a lot of planning, including flying several airplanes to
get current. I flew three times with Jeff Coffey in his Sonex.
I did not want an audience for my first flight, so my wife Sue
was the only one
who knew in advance.
How did the first
flight go for you?
First of all, my
plan for privacy
was blown when
Sue and I got to the
chapter hangar that
Tuesday morning.
The hangar conJabiru 3300 mounted on the chassis
struction crew was
busy applying insulation to the hangar door when I arrived.
But it turned out just fine. The crew that day consisted of
Steve Adkins, Lee Hurry, and Harvey Havir, and they gave
me the space I needed yet were also very supportive – in
fact, they took the only pictures I have from that day.
I was confident
that I had done
everything necessary to prepare for
the flight, but still,
you can’t help
feeling nervous
beforehand
because of the consequences
if
something goes
wrong. The flight
itself went well,
the Sonex per-

Peter Denny, Ch 25 tech counselor
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Awards Banquet 2004

Jim Ladwig and Peter Denny
accept youth service awards

events leading up to WWII.
We also managed to present a large number of
awards to deserving members, and this year I think
we did that in record time.
Thanks to Pat Halligan,
Rich Monteleone, Ron
Oehler and all the others
who worked to make this
evening a success.

(Continued from page 1)

Chapter 25
Awards for 2004_
President
Pat Halligan
Vice-President
Jeff Coffey
Noel Allard and Jimmy Johns,
our guest speaker

Sonex First Flight (Cont’d from page 4)
What did you learn on that first flight?

What are your plans for the test flight period?

Secretary
Craig Nelson
Young Eagle
Coordinators
Jon Cumpton
John Koser

formed beautifully, and when I landed I was elated, pleased,
and relieved!
Mainly, what a great design the Sonex is. It performs close to
my RV-4. I have added a trim tab to the rudder, and I am still
doing some fine-tuning with that.

Treasurer
Ron Oehler

Newsletter Editor
Pete Gavin
Tech Counselors
Chris Bobka & Peter Denny

(Continued on page 6)

I’ll be flying off the 40 test hours from Airlake. The test area
is an odd-shaped area to the south. So far I’ve flown about 5
hours. I’ve been dealing with what appeared to be an overheating problem. It turns out that I had programmed the
wrong cylinder head temperature probes in the software so
was getting erroneous readouts. Once I straightened out the
software the problem disappeared. So now I can get back to
flying!
Any advice for others contemplating homebuilding, or
building a Sonex?
Do it! You can spend your time in front of the boob tube or
spend it building an airplane. Same amount of time goes by –
different results!

AirVenture 2004 Volunteers, from left:
Ron Oehler, Mike Dolan, Jon Cumpton, Dan Carroll

The Sonex won’t fit the needs of everybody. For those who
like this type, the Sonex is well designed, the kit well done,
with super blueprints and factory
support.
Obviously, I am
very
pleased
with the Sonex. I
built mine, flush
riveted, in 8
months.
Love
retirement!
Harvey Havir and Lee Hurry
wait with Sue as Bill taxies back
after the 1st landing of N259WB
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2004 officers (elected & appointed) from left:
Pete Gavin, Jeff Coffey, Ron Oehler, Pat Halligan,
Jon Cumpton, John Koser & Craig Nelson
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Awards Banquet 2004
(Continued from page 5)

Aviation Service
to Youth
Peter Denny
Jim Ladwig
AirVenture 2004

Hangar Work Crew Leaders from left:
Bert Sisler, Lee Hurry, Ron Oehler

Best Continuously
Maintained
On Final awards, from left: Pete Gavin, Rich Navratil, Jon Cumpton,
Contemporary Aircraft
Pat Halligan(back), Ami Sela(front), Mike Dolan, Frank Hanish,
Pat Halligan
Gary Rosch, Noel Allard, Lou Martin, John Koser, Craig Nelson

Chapter Fundraiser
Jeff Coffey
Newletter Sponsorship
Award
Pat Halligan
Airventure 2004
1st Place Chapter
Newsletter

Pete Gavin
Frank Hanish and Dan Carroll
Accept lifetime memberships

Traveling Trophy
Pat Halligan
Airventure Volunteers
Ron Oehler
Dan Carroll
Mike Dolan
Ed Hansen
Jon Cumpton
Tech Counselors
Bob Eckstein
Christian Bobka
Dick Burns
Peter Denny
First Flight Award
Dick Navratil

Jeff Coffey accepts the
Fundraiser Award
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Newsletter Awards
Mike Dolan
Gary Rosch
John Koser
Noel Allard
Pat Halligan
Ami Sela
Frank Hanish
Ron Hoyt
Craig Nelson
Dick Navratil
Jon Cumpton
Lou Martin

Jeff Coffey
John Koser
Linda Stein
Craig Nelson
Bill Brown
Mike Dolan
Lee Hurry
Andy Hutchinson
Jon Perry
Dick Reinke
Bert Sisler
Lifetime Members
Dale Johnson
Gary Rene
Frank Hanish
Dan Carroll
Mark Gulbrandson

Hangar WorkCrew Leaders
Lee Hurry
Bert Sisler
Ron Oehler
Ron Hoyt

Steve Adkins & Paul Wilcox

YE Top Gun
Pat Halligan
YE Ramp Champ
Jeff Coffey
Ron Oehler
YE Youth Support
James Stein II
YE Pilots & Crew
Mark Kolesar
Don Eide
Frank Hanish
Dan Carroll
Jon Cumpton
Pat Halligan
Harvey Havir
Pete Gavin
Paul Pankratz
Ron Oehler

AVIATOR’S
QUICK REFERENCE MAPS
USA, Europe, Latin America & more

www.air-maps.com
1-800-852-1470
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Young Eagle News
by John Koser

Again, Chapter 25 shines in keeping the Young Eagles events going! On October 16th, we had a small but determined turnout. Pilots
Mark Kolesar, Don Eide, and Pete Gavin flew 14 Young Eagles, assisted by a ground crew of Bill Brown, Jeff Coffey, Ron Oehler, and
Jon Cumpton.

Ron Hansen
22100 Hamburg Ave.
Lakeville, MN 55044

Office 952.469.4414
Cell 612.940.3570

Winds were 15+ knots @ 290, but fairly steady. Temps were below
40°F, so we kept the hangar door closed and enjoyed the heat. Parents and Cub Scout leaders brought their charges, and were verbally
appreciative of the chance for their kids to get airplane rides. As
usual, Mark, Don, and Pete did an outstanding job of educating their
young passengers and answering their questions.
Chapter 25 has at least nine pilots with ten or more Young Eagle rides
to their credit so far in 2004. At least thirteen members have been involved in ground support of Young Eagle flights. As a chapter, we are
fortunate to have these members so dedicated to the cause of making
this opportunity available to young people. Let's hope we can increase
our participation in the future, and maintain our third Saturday Eagle
Flights if November and December weather allow it. We will try to
schedule those dates at the FBO if we can.
If you know of, or have children or grandchildren in organizations that might contact
us for Young Eagle rides, especially in November and December; please pass on the
information to Jon Cumpton, Jeff Coffey, or
John Koser. And to all volunteers, congratulations on reaching 250 in 2004!

Left brain, right brain— from Don Sektnan
While sitting at your desk, lift your right foot off the floor and make
clockwise circles. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" in the
air with your right hand. Your foot will change direction and there's
nothing you can do about it. This WILL drive you crazy.

Mystery Picture—from Norm Tesmar
What is the arrow pointing to in this picture? Hint: Norm took this
picture from the Cub this summer as he took off from the Cherry
Grove fly-in. Maybe a giant corn borer crawling through a corn
field? Well, sort of. Turns out that a 172 had dropped into the short
grass strip, but was unable to
climb out on take-off. The pilot
hit the corn field at the end of the
runway and just wouldn’t give
up. That’s a lot of silage! By the
way, rumor has it that Bill Brown
locked himself out of the hangar
recently and had to be rescued. Is
there a story here?
ON FINAL NOVEMBER 2004

Experience a Virtual Tour at: www.airovation.com
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Chapter Events and Fly-Ins
Nov 17 Chapter 25 Meeting
Dec 2 Inver Grove Heights Mn 7p
Washburn High School, 6:30 pm
FAA "Wings" seminar. No fee.
(see directions on page 3)
by FAA and Minneapolis FSDO
Inver Hills Comm. College
Nov 20 Young Eagles at Airlake
Fine Arts Building 7-10 pm
At FBO, followed by pig roast
2500 East 80th Street. Speakers:
Dec 18 Young Eagles at Airlake
Brian Addis, Mark Schreier,
Rick Braunig.
Sunday Dec 19 2 pm
Golden Wings Museum at
Anoka Airport—Chapter 25
Dec 4 Faribault Mn (FBL) 9a-1p
Meeting followed by XMAS
Tree of Hope collection point
party at Dan Carroll’s hangar
Refreshments provided. Snow date
Future meetings 1/19, 2/16, 3/16, Dec 5 Linda 507/744-5111.
4/20, 5/18, 6/15, 7/20, 8/17, 9/21
Nov 16 South St Paul Mn (SGS) 7p
FAA “Wings” seminar. No fee.
Terminal Bldg (Ch 1229 Nov Mtg)
Nov 20 Tea SD (Y14)
Ch 289 Flight Bkfst 605/368-2841

One Low Price. Plain and simple.

Always!

Apple Valley Ford

Apple Ford of Shakopee

(952) 431-5900

(952) 445-2420

Dec 4 Superior Wi (SUW)
Tree of Hope collection point
Dennis 715/394-6363
Apr 12-18 Sun N'Fun 2005 (LAL)
Jul 25-31 AirVenture 2005 (OSH)

Stuff for Sale/Wanted
For Sale: Wittman Tailwind built 1972 by Wally "Pat" Carlberg, a Ch. 25 leading
builder/restorer and welding instructor. Several improvements developed and approved by Steve Wittman incl. a roomier cockpit and upgrades for higher hp. <700
hours TT w/70 hours since major on a 160 hp Lyc. 0-320-B2B including new cyl. &
crankshaft. New light wt. starter & alternator. King KX-155A w/KI-208 Head. KT76Y Xponder w/Encoder. Intercom with dual headsets. Dual shoulder harness. Includes many never used/needed spare parts. 100 lbs. lighter than most Lyc. powered
Tailwinds. $28,500 OBO Forrest Lovley 952-492-6126
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: From Stan’s Skybolt—Lycoming HO360-B1B 180 hp engine, conical
mounts, Ellison throttle body, 60 amp alt., oil sump heater, Christen inverted oil system, JPI engine analyzer, 15 hrs since Buldoc overhaul, $17,500
Also, McCauley 74-56 prop 15 hrs since overhaul incl. chrome spinner $1,500
Email Stanflys@aol.com or call Dave at 651-423-4912

CONTINENTAL
LYCOMING

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 1/10th share in J-3 Cub & hangar at MIC. Low cost flying .
Call Dan: 612/991-6392 for specifics.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Sale: 29’x34’ homebuilder’s shop with walkout rambler attached. Burnsville,
joins Skyline park. 3 bdrm/fam rm/dbl garage. $279,000. Pat Green 952/890-3514

Chapter 25 2004 Month-Yr Treasurer’s Report
Begin-Balance Income
Expenses Ending-Balance
January
7,414.07
1,988.55
1,723.42
7,679.20
February
7,679.20
640.00
2,538.91
5,780.29
March
5,780.29
1,202.00
1,835.67
5,146.62
April
5,146.62
522.75
1,165.44
4,503.93
May
4,503.93
58.78
1,339.07
3,223.64
June
3,223.64
17,295.15 16,737.40
3,781.39
July
3,781.39
399.24
176.31
4,004.32
August
4,004.32
633.12
404.42
4,233.02
September 4,233.02
2,297.40
1,236.84
5,293.58
October
5,293.58
7,039.44
3,233.88
9,099.14
Year-to-Date

32,076.43

Bolduc Aviation
Specialized Services, Inc.
ANOKA COUNTY AIRPORT
8891 AIRPORT ROAD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55449

DARRELL E. BOLDUC
PRESIDENT

(763) 780-1185

“SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE REBUILDING AND REPAIR”

30,391.36

Submitted by Ron Oehler, Chapter 25 Treasurer
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